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Untitled 
A newsletter for Albuquerque’s Sanctuary volunteers 

 

Issue #16             September 22, 2018 
 

 
Photo by Cathy Sierra 

In this issue: 
 

 A (second) wedding for Bela and Armando! 

 Emma’s Garden at the Quaker meeting house 

 The Coalition needs a Direct Service Coordinator – apply right away! 

 Reports from the Sanctuary volunteer gathering and the Coalition’s big fundraiser 

 Mare Wakefield & Nomad will perform for Sanctuary on September 30th  

 And more . . .  
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News from the Sanctuaries:  
St. Michael & All Angels 

 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth;  

the time of the singing of birds is come,  

and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 

—Song of Solomon  

 

    
Photos by Cathy Sierra 
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A Joyful Wedding Celebration! 

At the 9:00 a.m. service on September 2nd, St. Michael’s celebrated 

Bela and Armando’s wedding!  They had a marriage ceremony here  

(in the U.S.) to help their asylum process, as our government does not 

recognize their Angolan marriage.  It was a joyful occasion indeed! 

 

Thank you to everyone who turned out to support their wedding and 

contribute to their “nest egg.”  To contribute, make check to Armando 

da Silva Panzu and mail to him c/o Saint Michael & All Angels  

Episcopal Church, 601 Montaño Road NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107. 

 

But wait, there’s more news! 

 

The family appreciates the parish’s heartfelt support these long months 

and especially last week for the wedding. They are now preparing for 

the next phase of their journey to Asylum—Philadelphia!  Episcopal 

Bishop Gutierrez and the Catholic Workers are among their support 

team there. The family will be leaving the last week of September.  

Learn more from Jane McGuire at jmcguire@unm.edu or Tom Harmon 

at thomaspharmon@hotmail.com 

    
                       Yes, that’s Independence Hall.            No, that’s not the Bishop. 

  

mailto:jmcguire@unm.edu
mailto:thomaspharmon@hotmail.com
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News from the Sanctuaries: Quakers 

Dedication of “Emma’s Garden” at the Quaker 
meeting house  

Volunteers as well as paid workers transformed a lifeless, sunbaked  

adobe enclosure into a relaxation garden for Emma and friends to enjoy. 

 
before 

 
after  
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Dedication of “Emma’s Garden” at the Quaker 
meeting house (continued) 

     
Dozens gathered on September 8th to enjoy the cool evening air  

(and each other’s company).   

 
Emma (holding the dedication plaque for “El Jardín de Emma”) and her husband Robert Morales, at the  

celebration to officially open “Emma’s Garden” at the Quaker Meeting House.  (photo by Marian April Goering)  
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Emma’s artwork for “Bridging Two Worlds” 
 

Emma created this poster artwork for “Telling My Story: Bridging Two Worlds,” 

to be presented in November by Two Worlds and Storytellers of New Mexico. 

 

 
Emma Membreño, 2018 

 

Mark your calendars for this interactive storytelling/theater performance 
featuring all women of color: November 9th -11th at the Q-Staff Theatre in 
Albuquerque.  There is more information at www.storytellersofnewmexico.com 
and in the next issue of UNTITLED. 
  

http://www.storytellersofnewmexico.com/
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Help Wanted 

 

NEW MEXICO FAITH COALITION  

FOR IMMIGRANT JUSTICE 

P.O. Box 40679 

Albuquerque NM 87196-0679 

(505) 217-5846 

http://nmfaithcoalition.org  

 

 

 

We are a multi-faith alliance of individuals and organizations promoting justice for 

immigrants through education, advocacy, and direct service. 

 

DIRECT SERVICE COORDINATOR 

Position Description 

 

The Direct Service Coordinator position falls under the direction of the Executive Director of the 

NMFCIJ and is responsible for duties related to the direct services the NMFCIJ provides for 

local immigrants. The Coordinator will participate in Direct Service Committee meetings. 

 

Assignments are based on a position of 10 hours per week, paid at $15/hour. 

 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Complete initial intake for new families or individuals seeking Direct Service support 

 Coordinate volunteers to work with immigrant families or individuals 

 Support the facilitation of monthly meetings for the Direct Service Committee volunteers 

and “Asylee Coordination teams” 

 Record and organize intake and exit form data 

 Coordinate training for Direct Service volunteers 

 Coordinate occasional support for post release efforts for immigrants released from 

immigration detention centers 

 Other duties as assigned by the Executive Director 

 

ABILITY TO 

 work independently  

 communicate effectively, both orally and in writing 

 handle detail-oriented assignments 

 demonstrate initiative, flexibility, thoroughness, and the capacity to respond effectively 

and compassionately in a variety of situations 

 maintain confidentiality 

 exhibit a professional approach 

                                                           Continued . . . 

http://nmfaithcoalition.org/


8 

Help Wanted (continued) 
 

 

 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS 

Bilingual (English/Spanish) 

Lived experience or experience working with immigrant, asylum-seeking, or refugee 

communities or organizations 

 

 

DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS AND PREFERRED BACKGROUND 

Background in social work, psychology, or related field 

Licensed social worker preferred 

Experience in working or volunteering with the immigrant community and/or support 

organizations serving immigrants 

 

 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

Email a résumé and cover letter (in English or Spanish) to Justin Remer-

Thamert at nmfc4ij@gmail.com. Questions can be directed to the same 

email or by phone to (505) 217-5846.  

Initial interviews will begin the week of September 24th. If an ideal 

candidate is not found in this timeframe, interviews will continue into the 

first week of October. 

  

  

mailto:nmfc4ij@gmail.com
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“Renew and Refresh” (with bagels!) 

Many of us gathered at First Congregational on Saturday, 

August 18th, to share our learnings, challenges, and stories 

from the past nearly 18 months of providing Sanctuary for 

Emma and Kadhim.  It felt great! 

Event organizers Taylor Spence and Becca Anderson of 

First Congregational wrote up the proceedings: 

 

Meeting convened at 10:00 AM. We counted 28-30 participants, volunteers from BOTH sites. 

We ended promptly at 12 PM.  

Taylor Spence, emcee, proposed four questions for the gathering:  

 What are your stories? 

 What did you learn? 

 What challenges did you experience? 

 How can we support you going forward? 

We shared great stories, and also profound insights about what we have gained this year from 

supporting Kadhim and Emma. If you want to hear this wisdom and share your own wisdom, 

please come to our next training!  We are going to offer these gatherings on a quarterly basis. 

The next one will be a Thanksgiving potluck in November! 

The main focus was on CHALLENGES and POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS (how can we help?) 

 The protracted nature of this service.  How can we continue to take our role seriously?  

How can we stay vigilant? 

 There is limited visibility at both locations.  How can we see what is going on all around 

the buildings?  

 How do volunteers deal with visitors at the doors, especially at FCUCC, and especially 

on Sunday mornings and other events?  

 How do we protect the privacy and secrecy of our guests?  Should we be careful in 

talking about our sanctuary guests?  

 Are we clear what our guests want in terms of access and/or privacy? How do we respect 

their boundaries? How can we communicate with sanctuary families without prying? 

How do we respect our boundaries, and deal with our anxiety and our “spirit” at the 

doors?  

 Can we learn about ICE, how to identify them and/or prepare for them?  

o Possible solution: almost all volunteers wanted a special refresher training on 

ICE, preferably by those who know and who have experienced ICE (Daniel and 

the Coalition) 

 

                                                           (continued)    



10 

“Renew and Refresh” (continued) 

 Do we need to be clear about the costs attendant to offering sanctuary, in terms of both 

personnel and money?  

 Do we need supplementary training focused on particular shifts and their unique 

requirements? 

o  Possible solution: update (or massage) our written protocols with a focus on 

different shifts 

 Can we be more clear about finding the middle ground between being firm and being 

kind and polite?  

 Difficulty knowing who Kadhim’s friends and family are. 

o They need to contact Kadhim and he needs to come up and let them in. 

 Knowing how many people have key codes or access to the buzzer (remote door opener) 

at both sites. Is that a problem?  

o Possible solution: Can the key code be used to take some pressure off volunteers?  

o Possible solution: Buzzer at Quakers should not be used to go outside.  

 Dealing with a problem we cannot fix; understanding that our volunteer work is helping 

one small part of the bigger more complex issue of immigration reform. 

o Possible solution: develop other ways to effect change 

 How do we deal with other volunteers when we see them being lax with the protocols? 

o Possible solution: regular reminders to review the protocols and understand the 

order of people to be contacted in the event of an ICE visit 

o Could we put a group text in the Sanctuary phone so that they would be contacted 

simultaneously  

 Being at FCUCC solo, should we do a round of the building both inside and out so that 

Kadhim can feel safe? How do we do that alone?  

 I cannot use the walkie-talkie and the phone. 

o Possible solution: We will do a special training on these two pieces of technology 

o Possible solution: Volunteers who call in every shift can enquire how comfortable 

volunteers are with technology and protocols.  They can remind them. 

o Possible solution: previous volunteers can ask new volunteers coming onto a shift 

if they are comfortable with protocols and are familiar with technology and what 

do if ICE comes.  

 The Binders are overwhelming and complicated. 

o Can they be streamlined and simplified? 

 How do we keep the volunteer areas cleaner and less cluttered?  

o Possible solution: Clean up after yourself!     

_________________ 

Both Sanctuary task forces will be looking at these  
and other concerns very closely in the coming weeks.   

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO TOOK PART!   
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Very successful Coalition fundraiser  

 

 

A message from the Executive Director 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped with and who attended our major 
fundraiser. I heard only positive things about the program, auction, food, 
and community. It was heartening for me to see our community show up  
so fully.  
 
We raised an incredible $29,000 (after expenses!), which will help  
with essential operating costs, such as salaries, which the grants we 
receive generally do not cover.  
 
We could not do this without the generosity of each of our community 
members.  
 
I was extremely moved seeing that even the guests we invited who have 
recently received direct service support donated. This for me is a most  
potent reflection on the quality of our work. 
 

—Justin  
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Successful Coalition fundraiser, continued 

 
                                                                                         All photos are by Jim Holbrook. 

 

Today, may we be freed from all our capitalistic fears, 

And instead, let our money flow along with all our tears. 

—Ani Jamgyal’s invocation 
 

   
Left:  Emcee Ani Jamgyal kept the program upbeat and moving along. 

Right:  Sanctuary volunteers staffed the literature table 
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Successful Coalition fundraiser, continued 

           Justin’s father,     

           Glenn Thamert       

 
Donors and guests browse items in the silent auction.  That’s Glenn Thamert (Justin’s dad)  

in the middle of the photo.  You can read a 2017 article about Glenn and Justin at  

http://nmpoliticalreport.com/356173/it-runs-in-the-family-

decades-apart-father-and-son-lead-sanctuary-efforts/  
 

    

Left: 

Leila Chelangat, 

Uganadan asylee 

 

 

Right: 

Rafael Martinez, 

Administrative 

Coordinator for the 

Coalition 

 

http://nmpoliticalreport.com/356173/it-runs-in-the-family-decades-apart-father-and-son-lead-sanctuary-efforts/
http://nmpoliticalreport.com/356173/it-runs-in-the-family-decades-apart-father-and-son-lead-sanctuary-efforts/
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Left: 

Liliana Venzo-Trejo, 

social worker and 

former Coalition intern 

 

 

Right: 

Mariela Ruiz-Angel, 

former Coalition intern 

and now Manager for 

the Albuquerque Office 

of Immigrant and 

Refugee Affairs 

 

 

  

Left: 

Daniel Vega,  

Sanctuary Coordinator 

and Community 

Organizer for the 

Coalition 

 

 

Right: 

Hilaria Martinez, 

mother of four and 

rising community 

leader 

 

 

 

There are more of Jim Holbrook’s photos from the fundraiser at: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cWkmtHwC5_iYn32MXcqksycFvDoub7wJ 

  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cWkmtHwC5_iYn32MXcqksycFvDoub7wJ
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Don’t forget to have some fun! 
Mare Wakefield & Nomad  

play a concert in your honor 

Friends Clyde Milner & Carol O’Connor are sponsoring this concert  

in honor of all the volunteers who support Sanctuary in our churches.  

Mare and Nomad performed at the meeting house a year ago, and they 

are terrific!  Please come!  Bring family & friends! 

 

 

Sunday, September 30th 

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

at the Quaker Meeting House 

1600 Fifth Street NW  

(corner of Bellamah) 

 
The concert is FREE, but we will pass  

the hat for the New Mexico Faith Coalition  

for Immigrant Justice. 

 

Check out the lovely 
sounds of this Nashville 

songwriting duo at 
marewakefield.com 

 and on YouTube. 

http://www.marewakefield.com/
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How many are we? 

YOU ASKED, how many Sanctuary congregations are there?  And how many  

of them have guests?  Here is the most recent information we could find. 
 

 

 

Jeanette Vizguerra 

poses with her husband 

Salvador Baez and their 

children in the First 

Unitarian Society 

Church of Denver, in 

2017.  

 

The family, 

undocumented 

immigrants, had taken 

refuge in the church for 

fear of being deported. 

 

VOA News, April 19, 2018 – The number of undocumented people taking refuge 

in places of worship across the United States has increased six-fold in the past 

fifteen months. Nationwide, there are now at least 42 people living in sanctuary in 

twenty-eight U.S. cities. 

    “We didn’t see the numbers go up until after the [presidential] elections … when 

it was like seven people,” said Myrna Orozco of Church World Service. The 

number of churches, mosques and synagogues offering sanctuary nationwide has 

also grown, from 400 to more than 1,100. 

Read the entire article and look at a Sanctuary map here:  

https://www.voanews.com/a/more-undocumented-people-seek-sanctuary-in-

us-churches-are-they-safe-/4356312.html  

  

https://www.voanews.com/a/more-undocumented-people-seek-sanctuary-in-us-churches-are-they-safe-/4356312.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/more-undocumented-people-seek-sanctuary-in-us-churches-are-they-safe-/4356312.html
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More light reading 

  

 Malik Naveed bin Rehman 
 

Malik and Zahida are a middle-aged couple, originally from 

Pakistan, who have been in the United States for almost twenty 

years. They arrived as asylum seekers in 2000…  For a hundred 

and fifty-eight days, they and their five-year-old daughter, Roniya, 

have been living in the basement of the First Congregational 

Church of Old Lyme, Connecticut. 

 

[The article concludes by asking]: How is the United States made 

better or more secure by throwing away this family’s eighteen 

years of law-abiding life in Connecticut? The answer is that we 

will be no better and no more secure. We will only be more 

callous, less compassionate, less fair, and we will continue to spin 

so far from the moral center that we may never find our way back. 

 
Read the whole article at: https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-

comment/no-one-is-safer-no-one-is-served  

  

https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/no-one-is-safer-no-one-is-served
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/no-one-is-safer-no-one-is-served
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Sanctuary Task Forces—contact information  
 

Quaker Meeting House 

 

Marian Bock (505) 480-8671 

Sara Keeney (505) 379-3392 

Erin Hulse (505) 507-4154 

Sarah Malone (505) 306-8771 

Tina Kachele (505) 977-3767 

 

First Congregational UCC 

 

Mary Browne (402) 375-0709 

Marcia Harris (505) 238-7782 

Laurie Magill (505) 715-1054 

Rev. Sue Joiner (505) 715-2667 

 

Never hesitate to call us with questions or concerns. 

 

 

The accompaniment schedule is still at the same URL: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aHEjIU0k6S5fL-

jIRivKFt2I7h6Pi4jk3sjcUtpqBQU/edit?ts=59b6b0d8#gid=1131599877 

 

“As people of faith and people of conscience, we pledge to resist the current 

administration’s decision to target and deport millions of undocumented 

immigrants and discriminate against marginalized communities. We will open 

up our congregations and communities as sanctuary spaces for those targeted by 

hate, and work alongside our friends, families, and neighbors to ensure the 

dignity and human rights of all people.”—The Sanctuary Pledge 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aHEjIU0k6S5fL-jIRivKFt2I7h6Pi4jk3sjcUtpqBQU/edit?ts=59b6b0d8#gid=1131599877
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aHEjIU0k6S5fL-jIRivKFt2I7h6Pi4jk3sjcUtpqBQU/edit?ts=59b6b0d8#gid=1131599877

