
 
 

 

Understanding the history and 
contemporary experience of 

Native peoples in New Mexico  

with LaDonna and Laura Harris 
 
 
 

      Wednesday May 2, 2018 
        5:30pm social + 6:00-7:30pm program 
        First Unitarian Church, Carlisle & Comanche 

 

 

Join the PDA Central New Mexico Chapter monthly gathering as we host 
the Americans for Indian Opportunity’s award-winning “Indian 101.” 

 

Americans for Indian Opportunity’s “Indian 101” is part of a cultural awareness training 
program, lauded for its non-victim and no-blame approach to presenting Native American 
history and culture, analysis of federal/tribal governmental relations and Indian policy, and 

background on contemporary Native peoples. Native American values and resilience are 
emphasized throughout the presentation. We will be invited to move away from a culture of 
oppression mentality toward a positive, realistic understanding of contemporary Indigenous 

peoples and modern tribal governments of the U.S. 

 
“We don’t study the history of America.  
We study the history of the Europeans coming to America.” 

 –  LaDonna Harris (Comanche) AIO President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.pdacnm.org 



  aio@aio.org 
  http://aio.org/ 

505-842-8677 
  @AIOAmbassadors 

 

LaDonna Harris, President, AIO 
LaDonna Harris, an enrolled citizen of the Comanche Nation, is founder and president of 

Americans for Indian Opportunity.  Raised in Indian country on a farm near the small town of Walters, 
Oklahoma during the Great Depression by her maternal grandparents, Harris 
modeled a life and career of mutual respect, personal choice and her 
Comanche values. Harris embraces a multicultural approach and an 
Indigenous worldview when building effective networks and creating 
systemic change. 

As a national leader, Harris has influenced the agendas of the civil 
rights, feminist, environmental and world peace movements. She was a 
founding member of Common Cause, the Women’s Political Caucus and the 
National Urban Coalition as an ardent spokesperson against poverty and for 
social justice. As the 1980 Vice Presidential nominee on the Citizens Party 
ticket, Harris firmly added environmental issues to that and future 
presidential campaigns. Her influence reaches to the international community 
to promote peace as well. Harris was the U.S. Representative on UNESCO and 
to the OAS Inter-American Indigenous Institute. She has been appointed by 
Presidents Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter and Clinton to several commissions, 
including the Mental Health of Children, the Celebration of Women in American History, and Al Gore’s 
Advisory Council on the National Information Infrastructure. Currently, Harris serves on the boards of 
Think New Mexico, the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare, and the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian.  
 

Laura L. Harris, Executive Director, AIO 
Laura Harris, an enrolled citizen of the Comanche Nation, has led the national nonprofit advocacy 

organization, Americans for Indian Opportunity (AIO), for the past 25 years where she heads an 
international Indigenous leadership development program.  Harris is an experienced political and 
nonprofit fundraiser. She is a trained facilitator in structured dialogic design/community engagement.  

Harris has extensive experience on presidential, senatorial, state 
and local campaigns, including, Fred Harris’ 1976 presidential campaign, 
in the national headquarters of Jesse Jackson’s 1984 presidential campaign 
and senior advisor to U.S. Representative Ben Ray Lujan’s Congressional 
Campaigns. She was also Senior Advisor to Governor Howard Dean during 
his 2004 bid for President. In 2008, Harris was the Midwestern States 
Political Director for Bill Richardson and later served on Barack Obama’s 
Native American Domestic Policy Committee. Harris founded and was the 
elected Chair of the Native American Caucus of the Democratic Party of 
New Mexico.   

In 1997, President Clinton appointed Harris senior consultant to 
the President’s Initiative on Race. In the past, she served on the national 
governing boards of the Center for Policy Alternatives and PFLA. 
Currently, she serves on the boards of the Latin American Working Group, 
the Native American Hall of Fame, and the advisory board of the 
Association on American Indian Affairs Repatriation Working Group.  
Harris is the elected secretary of the Toyah Band of Comanche.    
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