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Unless someone like you cares a whole 
awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's 
not. -- Dr. Seuss

IRAN
PDACNM visited the offices of Representatives Luján, Lujan Grisham and 

Senators Udall and Heinrich with our letters urging support for the Iran deal.  Our senators are fully in 
support and we delivered thank you letters to them.  Senator Heinrich wrote an article in support of the 
deal which Daily Kos calls  “The most incredibly lucid explanation, by a US Senator, of why the Iran Deal 
MUST be supported”
Article  and comment by Kos here.

However, our US Representatives are still listed as undeclared.  We feel fairly confident that Rep. Luján is 
in support but we need to continue our lobbying efforts.  If you haven’t called their offices or written letters, 
please do. Last week Rep. Luján held open office hours in Santa Fe and was visited by a belligerent and 
threatening group from AIPAC.  If he holds open office hours in Rio Rancho, we will be calling on 
everyone to join us, not to threaten him but to let him know we support him and have his back.

On Page 2, Paul Stokes, former IAEA nuclear inspector wrote a letter to our senators and representatives 
dispelling some of the verification misinformation from opponents of the deal.

Rep. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham

D.C. office - (202) 225-6316
Abq. office -(505) 346-6781

Rep. Ben Ray Luján

D.C office - (202) 225-6190
RR office - (505) 994-0499

As most of you know, there are several groups organizing for Bernie Sanders in NM.  PDACNM is one of 
them because the National PDA was pushing Bernie to run as a Democrat long before he made his 
decision.  And unlike other groups like DFA and MoveOn, PDA has supported Bernie from the 
beginning.  However, there is no official Bernie Sanders campaign in NM.  PDACNM will be working with 
other groups for our mutual goal - getting Bernie elected as our next president.   Albuquerque People 4 
Bernie Sanders will have a float in the State Fair parade.  They welcome participants - go here for 
details

There will be a Democratic Party booth at the state fair.  We are allowed to have Bernie literature 
there but are not allowed to campaign for him.  If you would like to donate a few hours to sit at 
the booth, go HERE  to sign up.  We need voter registrars there. 

We Want Bernie

Look for an announcement soon about PDACNM’s rally for 
Bernie on Sept. 30 at the IBEW hall.

http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027
https://www.facebook.com/NMforBernie/events
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b4fada928a13-newmexico
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2015/08/18/1412996/-The-most-incredibly-lucid-explanation-by-a-US-Senator-of-why-the-Iran-Deal-MUST-be-supported
https://www.facebook.com/NMforBernie/events
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b4fada928a13-newmexico
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2015/08/18/1412996/-The-most-incredibly-lucid-explanation-by-a-US-Senator-of-why-the-Iran-Deal-MUST-be-supported
http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027


Inspections of sensitive sites

On-site inspections conducted to verify compliance with arms control agreements are most often conducted at facilities that have 
been declared as related to the subject of the agreement.  The agreement should state that failure to declare a facility that is 
conducting or has conducted activities related to the subject of the agreement is a violation of the agreement subject to appropriate 
sanctions.  Then, an inspected party that might be tempted to hide illicit activities must decide whether undeclared facilities where 
illicit activities have been or are being conducted are known by the verifying authority.

In any case, suspicions, justified or not, may arise about the possibility of illicit activities at undeclared sites.  It is essential then, in 
verifying compliance with the arms control agreement, to have procedures for on-site inspections of undeclared, as well as declared 
facilities, that would detect illicit activities, or provide evidence that illicit activities had not been conducted.  Typically, intelligence 
techniques of participating states are used to identify undeclared facilities where illicit activities might be occurring.  When such 
identification has occurred, on-site inspection would often be called upon to determine whether or not illicit activities had occurred at 
the facility.

Surprise, or “anytime, anywhere” inspections obviously would be useful when evaluating the activities at undeclared facilities.  In the 
case of inspections in Iraq, which was subject to inspections that were essentially part of the terms of surrender, inspections of 
undeclared facilities were known as “anytime, anywhere” inspections, although, even there, delays sometimes occurred (Inspectors 
were not going to get into, let’s say, Saddam Hussein’s bedroom without a really good reason.).  “Anytime, anywhere” inspections 
cannot be considered reasonable for sovereign nations which may have legitimate reasons of national security for preventing foreign 
access to certain activities.

So, what to do?

This dilemma has been addressed in the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).  In that treaty, the principle is that 
inspectors must have access to assure that illicit activity has not taken place, but provisions such as shrouding or otherwise 
obscuring sensitive objects or information can be used.  Technically, this is only satisfactory if the obscuration does not hide illicit 
activity.  The CTBT simply mandates that a solution must be found, and reasonable time to do so is made available.  If no solution is 
found, a resolution to exact penalties (that could include sanctions, for example) is considered by the Conference of States Parties 
to the treaty.

A similar understanding should prevail in the case if Iran inspections.  For the Iranian deal, that should be easily resolved, inasmuch 
as the nuclear material involved in nuclear weapons almost certainly leaves traces of evidence that are revealed by the analysis of 
samples taken of soil, dust, or other residue.  For instance, a trial inspection conducted relatively recently at US nuclear facilities 
revealed nuclear materials from the 1940s in residue in rooms being inspected.  Similarly, highly enriched uranium was observed on 
Iranian equipment that was assessed to have come from Pakistan - presumably the origin of some of the components of the 
enrichment centrifuges (See http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2003_10/Iran).  According to news reports, up to fourteen days in a first 
step, and ten more days in a second step are allowed for negotiating the modalities of the inspection of the sensitive site.  During 
this time, it may be presumed that the intelligence resources of many of the interested parties will be watching the suspicious site.  
This, together with the ability of sampling techniques or other measures conducted by the inspection team would be likely to detect 
uncooperative or illicit behavior.  Iran would likely to be deterred from illicit behavior, knowing that such observation and such 
inspection techniques would be brought to bear, and could result in the re-imposition of sanctions.

Paul Stokes
Former Nuclear Inspector in Iraq
505-898-1237, stokescorrales@comcast.net

http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2003_10/Iran
mailto:stokescorrales@comcast.net
http://www.armscontrol.org/act/2003_10/Iran
mailto:stokescorrales@comcast.net




 

Health Action NM has worked for 20 years to bring organizations, consumers and decision-
makers together to impact health policy and to advance access to quality, affordable and 
accountable health and dental care for all.  Now, it is time to celebrate those achievements and 
look forward to the next 20 years of advocacy.  We are excited to announce that tickets and 
tables are now available for Health Action NM’s 20th Anniversary Celebration on September 
26th at the Sheraton Albuquerque Uptown.  Be sure to reserve your tickets before they run 
out! If you can’t make it to the event, you can click here to support Health Action NM's work. Our 
celebration, which will feature Nicole Brady as the MC, will include live music and a dinner.  
The keynote address will be presented by a national leader in consumer health advocacy, Mr. 
Ron Pollack, Founder and Executive Director of Families USA. Mr. Pollack has been recognized 
for many achievements, which include being appointed by President Clinton as the sole 
consumer representative on the Presidential Advisory Commission on Consumer Protection and 
Quality in the Health Care Industry, successfully arguing two cases on the same day in the U.S. 
Supreme Court to secure food aid for low-income Americans, and the successful federal 
litigation that resulted in the creation of the WIC program for malnourished mothers and infants.  
He was also instrumental in the creation of Health Action NM.
We are equally excited to announce that we will be honoring 20 individuals who have made 
major contributions to improving health care in New Mexico over the past 20 years. Sitting 
members of the state legislature were not included in our consideration, though many have 
played key roles in advancing the health care system in New Mexico.

http://healthactionnm.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthactionnm.wufoo.com%2Fforms%2Fmk08ik00ckqtzv%2F&e=f7b0b55d1f3d8618081ae06ac8e67f8b&utm_source=healthactionnm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20th_invite&n=2
http://healthactionnm.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdonatenow.networkforgood.org%2Fdonatehealthactionnm&e=f7b0b55d1f3d8618081ae06ac8e67f8b&utm_source=healthactionnm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20th_invite&n=3
http://healthactionnm.nationbuilder.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffamiliesusa.org%2Fauthor%2Fron-pollack&e=f7b0b55d1f3d8618081ae06ac8e67f8b&utm_source=healthactionnm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20th_invite&n=4
http://healthactionnm.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthactionnm.wufoo.com%2Fforms%2Fmk08ik00ckqtzv%2F&e=f7b0b55d1f3d8618081ae06ac8e67f8b&utm_source=healthactionnm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20th_invite&n=2
http://healthactionnm.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdonatenow.networkforgood.org%2Fdonatehealthactionnm&e=f7b0b55d1f3d8618081ae06ac8e67f8b&utm_source=healthactionnm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20th_invite&n=3
http://healthactionnm.nationbuilder.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffamiliesusa.org%2Fauthor%2Fron-pollack&e=f7b0b55d1f3d8618081ae06ac8e67f8b&utm_source=healthactionnm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20th_invite&n=4


 



SWOP Youth Stop Curfew 
The Youth Employment Summer Institute might be over, but many of the 
young people who participated are already applying what they learned to 
fight against the criminalization of their peers. When it became apparent 
that a youth curfew resolution would be introduced at City Council, youth 
organizers rallied to hold meetings, develop a discussion framework, 
outreach to students, contact ally organizations, and publish a petition 
online. They were able to exert so much pressure that the City Council just 
tabled the resolution and largely avoided the conversation. 
Here at SWOP we believe that youth are the solution. When we see the 
statistics that place New Mexico 50th in the nation for child well-being, we 
don't blame young people, and we don't claim to have the answers. We 
empower, educate, and work side-by-side with these young people to 
create the New Mexico that they deserve. Policies like curfews stigmatize, 
criminalize, and politicize young people. 
If you've been following the work of the SWOP Youth over the summer, you 
know that this issue was not previously a large focus. These young people 
want to improve educational outcomes, address drug abuse and 
homelessness, improve immigrant and transgender LGBTQ rights, and 
work towards other positive initiatives. Unfortunately, Governor Martinez 
has expressed her intent to put the issue of a youth curfew on the call for 
the next legislative session. That's why we hope that in the meantime you 
will sign our petition and help us rally in support of our young people.  
Coverage from KOB4: Teens band together to oppose Albuquerque curfew 
You can read our press release about City Council and a youth curfew right 
here. 
You can sign our petition against the criminalization of youth right here. 
We believe New Mexico’s youth and families are our biggest assets and 
possess the solutions needed to improve our communities. The 
Albuquerque City Council is proposing a resolution that would allow 
municipalities to enact curfews. We believe that this resolution will further 
harm our youth and families. Rolling back protections in the Children’s 
Code during a well-being crisis will not increase public safety in our 
communities. In fact, throughout history this has proven to be counter-
productive. 
Albuquerque City Council previously enacted the curfew ordinance, but the 
New Mexico Supreme Court deemed the ordinance unconstitutional. Their 

https://swop.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=56252&qid=531546
https://swop.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=56253&qid=531546
https://swop.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=442
https://swop.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=56252&qid=531546


decision was based on the fact that law enforcement officials were denying 
children their basic constitutional rights. 
Stand with our youth and families by uplifting their voices and saying “Youth 
are the solution - not the problem”. Oppose the implementation of curfews 
and instead join us in promoting proactive solutions that uplift, support and 
engage youth, children and families. 

!  


