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New Mexico is #49 in child poverty - from Joe Monahan

When it comes to the rate of child well-being in New Mexico, it's still "Thank God For Mississippi."  

NM ranks 49th in the nation in the just released national Kids Count rankings for 2015, the same as 2014. 
Mississippi, as it so often does, spares us from the bottom of the barrel by coming in 50th. Some details 
from the annual Annie E. Casey Foundation report: 

New Mexico’s child poverty rate was 29 percent (using 2012 data). That has risen to 31 percent in the 
new report that uses 2013. . . .The number of children living in high-poverty areas has increased by 
25,000 kids, and 27,000 more children live in families where no parent has full-time, year-round 
employment than did in 2008. “Over the last several years we’ve seen 38,000 children fall into poverty in 
New Mexico. That is simply not acceptable,” said Dr. Veronica García of NM Voices for Children. “Poverty 
has very detrimental effects on children. If we want them to succeed in life. . . we need to ensure that 
they have the opportunities that will put them on the right path early in life.” 

The ranking is more bad news for the state's political class which for years has struggled to adequately 
address widespread poverty here. A proposed constitutional amendment that would ask voters to tap the 
state's $15 billion Land Grant Permanent Fund to fund very early childhood education (ages 0-5) is one of 
the more prominent ideas in circulation to break the poverty cycle. It has been stalled in Santa Fe for 
several years. 

Based on our visits and those of others, rural NM continues to be getting hammered worst with poverty. 
Political observer Hal Rhodes has likened it to a second Great Depression there. Travel around Raton and 
Springer, for example, and you can see for yourself. 
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New Mexico Will Make it Even Harder to Get Food Stamps - Think Progress June 26

With an unemployment rate well above the national average and more than one in four of its 
children on the brink of hunger, New Mexico is poised to make it harder to get food stamps.
Read article HERE.

POVERTY AND THE DEVELOPING BRAIN’
There are so many studies on the effect of poverty on child development.  Here is just one.

This Is Your Brain on Poverty: What Science Tells Us About Poverty - from Truthout

http://www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/21967-this-is-your-brain-on-poverty-what-science-tells-us-about-povert
http://thinkprogress.org/economy/2015/06/26/3674246/new-mexico-food-stamps-work-rules/
http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027
http://www.peopledemandingaction.org
http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027
http://www.peopledemandingaction.org
http://www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/21967-this-is-your-brain-on-poverty-what-science-tells-us-about-povert
http://thinkprogress.org/economy/2015/06/26/3674246/new-mexico-food-stamps-work-rules/
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Immigration Awareness Experience 
in a Nutshell:

As the U.S. Legislature stalls on immigration reform 
and  
Deferred Action for undocumented immigrants has 
been delayed in courts, many families in the 
Albuquerque area continue to suffer and live in 
fear.  Learn from the personal experiences of 
families with whom we will meet.  Additionally we 
will meet with agencies that serve immigrants in 
our community in the fields of health, law, adult 
education, pro-immigrant activism, recovery from 
domestic violence and faith development.  The 
three day immersion will begin the evening of 
Thursday, September 17th and conclude on Sunday, 
September 20th at a service and conversation with 
immigrant members of a local congregation.

Cost of $75 includes three meals. Partial scholarship 
available. Save your spot with a deposit of $25 (or 
the full $75) addressed to 'NMCC' with 'NMFCIJ-
immersion' in the memo line.  The remaining $50 
can be brought on September 17th. Checks can be 
sent to PO Box 40679, Abq, NM 87196. Contact 
Kathleen at kathleenomalley42@gmail.com with 
questions or to RSVP.

The Health Care for All Coalition (HCFA)*  
Presents A Celebration of the  
50th Anniversary of Medicare & Medicaid 
Refreshments served 
July 30, 2015 
4-6 PM 
Explora 
1701	  Mountain	  Road	  NW,	  Albuquerque 

	   
In 1965, the United States took a huge leap forward by 

providing hundreds of millions of Americans with 
health security through Medicare & Medicaid. Join 

HCFA as we commemorate what has been 
accomplished over the past 50 years, take stock of 

the challenges and opportunities ahead, and use this 
anniversary to strengthen Medicare and Medicaid 

for the next 50 years. 
	  	   

For more about the anniversary & Medicare & Medicaid visit 
the web site of 
The National Academy of Social Insurance: https://
www.nasi.org/medicare-medicaid-50  Here 

  
	    

Current	  HCFA	  member	  groups:	  Health	  Action	  
NM;	  League	  of	  Woman	  Voters	  of	  NM;	  	  

NM Voices for Children; Lutheran Advocacy Ministry – NM; 
NM Center on Law and Poverty; Southwest Women’s Law 
Center; Committee of Interns & Residents;  
NM Coalition to End Homelessness; National Association of 
Social Workers  - NM;  
NM Public Health Association; NM Conference of Churches;  
Raising Women’s Voices for Health Care - NM; Organizers in 
the Land of Enchantment (OLE); RESULTS; AARP; Senior 
Citizens’ Law Office; New Mexico Alliance for Retired 
Americans; Albuquerque Health Care for the Homeless;  
Network of Health Professionals for a National Health Program 

The Albuquerque City Council District Six Coalition of Neighborhood Associations is pleased to sponsor the
Albuquerque City Council District 6 Candidate Forum

Thursday, September 3, 2015
6:00 PM until 8:00 PM
African American Performing Arts Center Theater
310 San Pedro Street NE 
(EXPO NM's Gate 3- the northeast corner of San Pedro NE and Cooper NE)

This is the opportunity for voters residing in District 6 to discover the views of the candidates wishing to represent your 
neighborhoods to Albuquerque’s City Council.

The forum will be moderated by the League of Women Voters of Central New Mexico.  
Those attending will be asked to prepare their questions on individual index cards with questions to the candidates. Those 
cards will be presented to the moderator who will ask those questions of the candidates. No questions will be taken from the 
floor during this forum so that as many of your questions as possible may fit in the 2 hours provided us.

We look forward to you attending this important part of our democratic process.

https://www.nasi.org/medicare-medicaid-50
https://www.nasi.org/medicare-medicaid-50
https://www.nasi.org/medicare-medicaid-50
https://www.nasi.org/medicare-medicaid-50
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They tell me U.S. Senator Bernie 
Sanders can't win b/c America 
won't vote for a Socialist Jew. I tell 
them America already celebrates a 
Socialist Jew every Dec 25. - John 
Fuglesang

Democrats in NM should take a hard 
look inward, many say 
By Heath Haussamen | July 20, 2015


From NMPolitics.net 

“Taking their power for granted. Not uniting behind a platform. Failing to 
address the state’s systemic problems. Not building a strong 
communications network. Tolerating corruption. Those are among the 
reasons Democrats have recently ceded power in New Mexico, including 
losing control of the state House of Representatives in 2014 for the first 
time in 60 years, many said in discussions NMPolitics.net facilitated on 
Facebook.”

Read rest of article HERE

http://NMPolitics.net
http://www.kob.com/article/stories/s3610402.shtml
http://www.nmpolitics.net/index/2015/07/democrats-in-nm-should-take-a-hard-look-inward-many-say/
http://NMPolitics.net
http://www.kob.com/article/stories/s3610402.shtml
http://www.nmpolitics.net/index/2015/07/democrats-in-nm-should-take-a-hard-look-inward-many-say/
https://www.facebook.com/senatorsanders
https://www.facebook.com/senatorsanders


PRESS CONFERENCE AND RECEPTION - 87th Anniversary of the 
Kellogg-Briand Treaty
Date:  August 27, 2015
Time:  1:00 PM
Location: Albuquerque Mennonite Church
              1300 Gerard Blvd.  NE
              Albuquerque, NM

Attending:  Ray McGovern, Former CIA Analyst; Ray Guarduno, President of the Albuquerque City Council; 
Bishop David Cooper, New Hope Church [ABQ]; Charles Powell, President of the Albuquerque Chapter of 
Veterans for Peace [more to be announced as they agree].  All members of the New Mexico Federal 
Delegation are being invited.

POC:  Herbert J. Hoffman, Ph.D.   207-332-8026 (cell)

 Please contact me for additional information and/or clarification.

This will be an important educational event and we would very much want you to participate.

PRESS CONFERENCE AND RECEPTION

Ray McGovern will be in Albuquerque on August 27, 2015 as the guest of the Albuquerque Chapter of 
Veterans for Peace on the occasion of the 87th anniversary of the signing of the Kellogg-Briand Treaty.  The 
Kellogg-Briand Treaty outlawed wars of aggression for the many Nations, including the United States, 
ratified by Congress and signed by the President.  Veterans for Peace will be holding a major press 
conference followed by a reception, featuring Mr. McGovern, in an effort to educate the public about the K-B 
Treaty, the many times it has been violated, and to renew a dedication to non-violence as a means of solving 
international differences. 

Among the endorsers are:  SWAP, Answer Coalition, Albuquerque Peace Center, Unitarian Fellowship, Stop 
the War Machine, Santa Fe Chapter of Veterans for Peace, PDA of Central New Mexico..  Additional 
endorsers well be announced as they come on board.  The “Master of Ceremony” will be Ray Guarduno, 
President of the Albuquerque City Council.  Bishop David Cooper of the New Hope Church has agreed to 
speak.

We are in the process of developing additional venues for Mr. McGovern for the purpose of bringing public 
awareness to the K-B Treaty and to renew this Nation’s commitment to diplomacy and non-aggression as 
the primary means for resolving international disputes.  Ray McGovern is booked to appear on a 10 minute 
segment of New Mexico in Focus, August 28, 2015.

Included [below] is information on Kellogg-Briand and a bio of Ray McGovern.

     The Kellogg-Briand Pact, 1928

Introduction

The Kellogg-Briand Pact was an agreement to outlaw war as an instrument of foreign policy signed on 
August 27, 1928. Sometimes called the Pact of Paris for the city in which it was signed, the pact was one of 
many international efforts to prevent another World War, but it had little effect in stopping the rising militarism 
of the 1930s or preventing World War II. President Hoover signed the Kellogg-Briand Treaty in 1928 after it 
passed in the Senate with a single dissenting vote thus becoming the law of the land
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RAY McGOVERN’S BIO

Ray McGovern leads the “Speaking Truth to Power” section of Tell the Word, a publishing arm of the 
ecumenical Church of the Saviour in inner-city Washington.  A former co-director of the Servant Leadership 
School (1998-2004), he has been teaching there for 20 years.  His current course is: “Biblical Justice: Is It 
An Un-American Activity?” 
 
Ray came from his native Bronx to Washington in the early Sixties as an Army infantry/intelligence officer 
and then served as a CIA analyst for 27 years, from the administration of John F. Kennedy to that of George 
H. W. Bush. Ray’s duties included chairing National Intelligence Estimates and preparing the President’s 
Daily Brief, which he briefed one-on-one to President Ronald Reagan’s five most senior national security 
advisers from 1981 to 1985. 
 
In January 2003, Ray helped create Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity (VIPS) to expose the way 
intelligence was being falsified to “justify” war on Iraq. On the afternoon of the day (Feb. 5, 2003) Secretary 
of State Colin Powell misled the UN Security Council on Iraq, VIPS sent a blunt memorandum to President 
George W. Bush, in which VIPS gave Powell a C-minus for content. VIPS ended the memo with this: 
 
“No one has a corner on the truth; nor do we harbor illusions that our analysis is irrefutable or undeniable [as 
Powell had claimed his was]. But after watching Secretary Powell today, we are convinced that you would be 
well served if you widened the discussion beyond … the circle of those advisers clearly bent on a war for 
which we see no compelling reason and from which we believe the unintended consequences are likely to 
be catastrophic.” 
 
On July 20, 2002, CIA Director George Tenet had told his British counterpart that the “intelligence and facts 
were being ‘fixed’ around the policy” of “regime change” in Iraq.  On June 5, 2008, Senate Intelligence 
Committee Chair Jay Rockefeller, announced the main conclusion of a five-year study by his committee, 
saying, "In making the case for war, the administration repeatedly presented intelligence as fact when it was 
unsubstantiated, contradicted or even nonexistent.”  In sum, the “intelligence” was not mistaken; it was 
fraudulent. 
 
As an act of conscience, on March 2, 2006 Ray returned the Intelligence Commendation Medallion given 
him at retirement for “especially meritorious service,” explaining, “I do not want to be associated, however 
remotely, with an agency engaged in torture.”  He returned the medallion to Rep. Peter Hoekstra (R, 
Michigan), then-Chairman of the House Intelligence Committee. 
 
Hoekstra added to the Intelligence Authorization Act for FY’07 (HR5020) a provision enabling the 
government to strip intelligence veterans of their government pensions.  HR5020 passed the full House, but 
Congress opted instead for a continuing resolution.  Ray was thus spared from having to go back to driving 
part-time for Red Top Cab. 
 
On the early afternoon of May 4, 2006, in Atlanta, Ray confronted Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld on 
live TV with pointed questions like: "Why did you lie to get us into a war that was not necessary and that has 
caused these kinds of casualties?" 
 
The impromptu, four-minute mini-debate that followed is still receiving hits on YouTube - http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1FTmuhynaw. Accused by TV pundits that evening of "following the Secretary 
of Defense all the way down to Atlanta," Ray explained that he had gotten to Atlanta first - to receive, that 
same evening, the ACLU's National Civil Liberties Award (won the previous year by Coretta Scott King). 
 
Ray’s opinion pieces have appeared in many leading newspapers and other publications in the U.S. and 
abroad.  His Web site writings are usually posted first on consortiumnews.com as well as here 
on raymcgovern.com.  Many are then cross-posted on other Web sites. 
 
Ray still serves on the Steering Group of Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity.  Links to VIPS’ 36 
corporate issuances are posted on warisacrime.org/vips. 
 
He has debated twice at the Oxford Forum, most recently in Jan. 2013, when he chose to take a lighter tone 
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in trying to explain why it is still possible to dream the American dream.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=w79XPIlwdvY 
 
Ray has appeared on The Newshour, C-Span’s Washington Journal, CNN, BBC, a number of domestic 
Russian TV channels, Aljazeera, RT, PressTV and many other TV & radio programs and documentaries. 
(His favorite gig was debating yellow-cake-aluminum connoisseur, former CIA Director James Woolsey on 
Charlie Rose on Aug. 20, 2004.  (Ray was in NY City with documentary film maker Robert Greenwald for the 
debut of his full-length Uncovered: The War on Iraq.)  Ray is often on the road, giving talks and interviews to 
a wide variety of audiences in the U.S. and abroad. 
 
His B.A. and M.A. degrees – both from Fordham University – are in Russian history, language, and 
literature, with minor concentrations in theology and philosophy.  He also holds a Certificate in Theological 
Studies from Georgetown University and is a graduate of Harvard Business School’s Advanced 
Management Program. 
 
A Catholic, Ray has been worshipping for many years with the ecumenical Church of the Saviour.  He has 
been invited to lecture at various interfaith and ecumenical events around the U.S., and has preached at a 
number of Christian churches and Jewish synagogues. 
 
Ray is particularly fond of the “substitute teaching” he has been invited to do at universities and colleges.  At 
George Washington University, though, he quickly wore out his welcome when he stood silently with his 
back turned toward then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.  He was seized and badly beaten while Secretary 
Clinton spoke eloquently about the need for freedom of expression – in Iran. http://www.democracynow.org/
2011/2/18/ex_cia_analyst_ray_mcgovern_beaten

Ray has also been active with Glen Greenwald in many aspects of the Edward Snowden case. 
 
Ray is fluent in Russian, German, and Spanish.  He and his wife have been married for 52 years; they have 
five children and nine grandchildren.
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Ray McGovern confronts Donald Rumsfield on Iraq:  Here

Lora Lucero, whom many of you know, has been writing a blog on Israel/Palestine/Gaza for 
quite some time.  She has recently been chronicling the 2014 Israeli bombardment of Gaza.  
Lora has lived in Gaza and is a passionate advocate for the people there.  She is currently 
seeking entrance to Gaza in order to again make her home there.  Lora’s blog  Here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1FTmuhynaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1FTmuhynaw
https://loralucero.wordpress.com/2015/07/07/day-1-july-7-2014/
https://loralucero.wordpress.com/2015/07/07/day-1-july-7-2014/


  

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN OF SANDOVAL COUNTY   
                                              10 th Annual Celebration Picnic     
                                                                                                                                
Anasazi  Fields Winery      26   Camino de los Pueblitos,    Placitas    
                                                                                                                       Sunday    
August  23,  2015       Noon  until  2:30  PM                                                                      
     
 The Democratic Women of Sandoval County are celebrating an important birthday 
at our annual picnic.  It was ten years ago that Janice Saxton started the 
organization , and we hope you will join us as we recognize  her.   

You are invited because you are important to the Democratic Women of Sandoval 
County.  We would like for you to come and spend the time visiting with other 
Democrats.  
  
The picnic is always pot luck with DWSC furnishing the meat.  Besides tea and 
water, the Winery will sell their products. For pot luck contributions, here is a list 
of suggestions based on your last name:     
Names beginning with A B C D E F G  bring a vegetable main  dish.                           
                 
Names beginning with H I J K L M bring a salad .                                                           
                         
Names   beginning with N O P Q R S T bring a desert.  
                                                                         
Names beginning with U V W X Y Z  bring fruit or cheese.                  
                                                
There will be good food, music provided by 'Rock Zone', and dignataries to talk 
to.       
               
Donations and dues are welcome at the door.  Dues are $10.00 a year.                       
              
Don’t miss our Birthday Bash!        See you there!  
  
  
Board of the Democratic Women of Sandoval County 

Directions to the winery: Anasazi Fields Winery,   26 Camino de los Pueblitos, Placitas. 
From exit 242 off 1-25 go East on Highway 165  approximately 6 miles to a sign 
"Entering the Historic Village of Placitas". Turn left onto Camino de los Pueblitos, which 
is the first street on the left past the sign. Stay on Camino de los Pueblitos which ends at 
the Anasazi Fields Winery. 
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Our letter drops to our US Representatives and Senators continue to draw praise and respect for PDA.  The office staff 
is very welcoming and attentive as we carry out our mission to Educate Congress.  We send the letters to the staff 
before we visit the offices so the staff member can be prepared to discuss the bills when we arrive. Following are 
reports of July’s visits to the offices of  Representatives Ben Ray Luján and Michelle Lujan Grisham and Senator Udall.

Rep. Lujan Grisham
Today	  we	  (Ann	  Dunlap	  and	  Melinda	  Moffi3)	  met	  with	  Stephanie	  Kean,	  	  Field	  Rep	  for	  the	  congresswoman.	  	  She	  had	  the	  following	  
informaCon:	  

The	  Congresswoman	  is	  supporCng	  the	  Iran	  InternaConal	  Agreement	  to	  limit	  Iran's	  nuclear	  arms	  development.	  

She	  is	  already	  a	  cosponsor	  of	  the	  following:	  

HJ	  Res	  22	  proposing	  a	  consCtuConal	  amendment	  to	  authorize	  Congress	  and	  states	  to	  set	  reasonable	  limits	  on	  campaign	  financing.	  

HR	  1439	  the	  family	  and	  Medical	  Insurance	  Leave	  Act.	  

HR	  Res	  54	  that	  calls	  for	  restoraCon	  of	  USPS	  service	  standards	  in	  effect	  as	  of	  July	  1,	  2012.	  

HJ	  Res.	  51	  	  to	  remove	  the	  Cme	  limit	  from	  the	  Equal	  Rights	  Amendment.	  
HR	  317	  	  the	  New	  Columbia	  Admissions	  Ace	  which	  would	  give	  Washington	  DC	  residents	  representaCon	  in	  Congress.	  

She	  called	  the	  Washington	  office	  tax	  specialist	  to	  get	  the	  Congresswoman's	  stance	  on	  the	  Inclusive	  Prosperity	  Act	  	  HR	  	  1464,	  but	  
hasn't	  heard	  back.	  	  she	  will	  contact	  us	  when	  she	  does.	  	  We	  gave	  her	  some	  PDA	  talking	  points	  to	  relay	  to	  that	  person.	  	  	  It's	  
interesCng	  that	  both	  her	  office	  and	  Sen	  Heinrich's	  staffer	  are	  vague	  on	  this	  act	  that	  has	  been	  talked	  about	  for	  some	  Cme.	  

The	  staffers	  are	  looking	  at	  HR	  1786	  	  and	  HR	  676,	  	  which	  would	  expand	  healthcare	  to	  all	  Americans,	  for	  cosponsorship.	  	  She	  said	  
that	  health	  care	  for	  all	  is	  one	  of	  the	  Congresswoman's	  high	  prioriCes.	  
This	  staffer	  was	  well	  prepared	  to	  talk	  to	  us,	  and	  had	  looked	  up	  informaCon	  on	  all	  the	  bills	  addressed,	  as	  we	  had	  sent	  her	  an	  email	  

of	  PDA's	  le3er	  last	  week	  at	  her	  request.	  
It	  was	  a	  good	  conversaCon.	  	  The	  Congresswoman	  seems	  in	  line	  with	  PDA's	  interests.	  

Best,	  

Ann	  Dunlap	  and	  Melinda	  Moffi3	  

LETTER DROPS 
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Congressman Luján

Paul Stokes, Laura Stokes, and Maggie Greenberg had our usual cordial discussion with staffer Joseph Casados.  Once 
again Casados stated Congressman Lujan’s rationale for cosponsoring bills.  He cosponsors bills if he feels that his 
cosponsorship will help in moving the bill out of committee to the floor. Beyond that, there may be special reasons to 
cosponsor, but the end result is that he doesn’t cosponsor many bills that he would support if they came to a vote.  Thus, 
he has only cosponsored H J Res 22 (the special reason would be Sen. Udall’s sponsorship of the senate version) and 
H Res 54 among the bills in this month’s letter.

Senator Udall

Paul and Laura visited Senator Udall’s office.

Senator Udall’ staffer, Bill Woldman, had researched all the bills in the letter, and we ended up discussing the issues for 
over an hour.

S J Res 4 is related to Senator Udall’s joint resolution that would give Congress the authority to control campaign 
expenditures.  We asked Woldman to find out if there is any reason that Udall would find S J Res 4 in conflict with Udall’s 
joint resolution, and if not, urge him to cosponsor.  If we learn more, we will let you know.

We were told that Senator Udall is a cosponsor of S 786.

The Senator has not cosponsored S 928, and we explained the important of that bill in light of the failure of the 
government to warn rescue workers of the toxic nature of the fumes emanating from the destroyed World Trade Center 
buildings.

The Senator has cosponsored H J Res 15.

The Senator has not cosponsored S 1688, though it seems that all Dems would be supporting this bill.

Paul Stokes
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