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Many of you may be confused about the 
various groups organizing around the 
Bernie Sanders campaign in NM.  Bernie 
has not established a campaign  
headquarters in New Mexico.  Following is 
an interview done by In These Times with 
Conor Boylan, PDA Co-Executive Director.  
The article explains PDA’s role in 
influencing Bernie to run for President and 
its ongoing efforts to get Bernie elected.  
Conor also gives a very good history of 
PDA,what we stand for and what we will do 
if Bernie is not the nominee. PDA has stayed 
consistent in our core beliefs and does not 
compromise on the issues.
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Progressive Democrats of America Bring Movement Pressure 
to Dems Through Bernie Sanders Campaign 
Written by  Theo Anderson | In These Times 

Thanks to social media campaigns and behind-the-scenes work from the 
Progressive Democrats of America, Sanders’ chances at president have become a 
reality. In late April, when he announced that he would enter the presidential 
race, Bernie Sanders was the relatively unknown junior U.S. Senator from 
Vermont. Now he’s everywhere. 
Item fulltext 
Though the “Sanders surge” seemed to come from nowhere, it was long in the making. Sanders’ 
rapid rise in the polls, and his increasing visibility over the past few weeks, are in part the result of 
behind-the-scenes work by organizations like Progressive Democrats of America (PDA).
PDA was founded in 2004 by progressives at the Democratic National Convention who were 
disappointed with the party’s presidential nominee, John Kerry, but were unwilling to give up on 
electoral politics. One evening, at the convention’s conclusion, about 200 people met to chart a 
path forward.
“PDA was founded that night with an inside-outside strategy—to bring outside energy inside the 
party,” said Conor Boylan, who began working for PDA in 2009 and has been its co-director since 
2014. “It was almost an insurgency: We’ll be members of the party, but we’ll also form our own 
chapters and hold the party accountable.”
PDA now has about 90,000 people on its email list. Of those, about 35,000 members actively 
support and participate in its work. It is funded by donations from its membership.
In early 2014, PDA began a petition drive to persuade Sanders to run for the presidency. When 
Sanders attended its tenth anniversary celebration in May of that year, PDA presented him with 
the petition. That event marked the beginning a strong push by the organization to encourage him 
to run for the Democratic nomination.
The effort paid off this spring when Sanders announced his candidacy. “We’ve just caught fire 
since then,” Boylan said. “So it has grown from this small idea—that we have to get Bernie to run
—to him actually announcing. And I’m starting to think now that he could actually win this thing. 
It’s been amazing the way it’s gone the past 15 or 16 months. And where’s it going to end?”
Along with its sister organization, People Demanding Action (which focuses on advancing a policy 
agenda rather than electoral politics), PDA’s priorities are healthcare reform, campaign finance 
reform and environmental and economic justice.
House parties are central to PDA’s work. Its website allows people interested in volunteering for 
the Sanders campaign to sign up to organize a party or find one that’s scheduled near them. PDA 
sends organizers a kit with information on the basics of hosting a party and assigning people to 
different tasks, like handing out flyers and maintaining a social media presence.
PDA’S early and energetic supporter of Sanders gives it a unique relationship with the campaign, 
Boylan said. “We were the first group to lead this effort. We stuck to our guns from the very 
beginning, when a lot of other people were focused on Elizabeth Warren.”
In These Times recently discussed Sanders’s prospects—and PDA’s work—in an interview with 
Boylan.
Sanders is starting to get quite a bit of media attention. What’s behind the so-called “Sanders 
surge”—the fact that he’s getting more people at his rallies and a lot more media attention?
A couple of things. Before he even ran, his social media presence was unbelievable. He was a 
known quantity in social-media circles. So the campaign has kind of branched off of that and 
done a really, really good job on social media. And he’s had some good interviews along the way
—the Bill Maher interview in June on his HBO show really brought Bernie to a new audience.
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Up until a couple of weeks ago, not that many people knew who he was. And now I’m getting 
people who are coming to me, friends who aren’t political, and saying, this Bernie Sanders guy 
looks great. So they’ve done a good job—his outreach team is doing a good job of getting his 
name out there.
Because he got into the race at a really good time, when there wasn’t a full field, he’s seen as a 
difference maker. He made his position really clear on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), for 
example. So they’re making all the right steps in terms of getting out there, into the field, and 
having a really crisp, strong message that resonates across the board.
There are so many people in this country to get your message out to, but the people who are 
paying attention are grasping it. Bernie is a no-nonsense guy who says what he believes and has 
legislation to back up what he believes. But also, he’s been doing it for 30 years. He has the 
record. But he’s got work to do, since he’ll never have the name recognition that Hillary has.
He’s 73. Will his age be an issue?
He’s an older man—that’s just the reality. But if he keeps doing what he’s doing and saying the 
right things, I don’t see it as a problem. I mean, some people will worry about age, but I’m worried 
more about where he stands on TPP, on income equality.
What about his identification as a socialist—how do you see that playing out?
He talks a lot about the Scandinavian model. People hear about what’s [the strong social welfare 
state] in Scandinavia and it makes sense. There’s something to be said for that model. And he’s 
been very explicit in talking about that, and saying that it’s where this country needs to go.
When he talks about family values—what are family values? If a mother has a child, she’s back to 
work two weeks later. And those should be the best moments of a family’s life, when a child is 
born. In other countries, there are six or eight months, or a year, of maternal leave.
So that’s the beauty of Bernie. He can go after some of these Republicans when they talk about 
family values. They believe they own that.
The standard question when it comes to an outsider candidate like Bernie Sanders is: Do you think 
he can actually win? But it doesn’t sound like you have much doubt about that.
Two months ago, I would have said he can give it a good run and he [probably won’t win]. Now, 
because of his momentum—I don’t want to get too carried away, but the polls are closing. I’m not 
saying it will be easy, and he’s still a long shot. But if he continues to spread the word in Iowa, 
and gets more people interested—let’s face it, Hillary finished third in 2008 in Iowa. So she’s not 
that popular there. I’m starting to think that there’s a chance.
If he wins Iowa and wins New Hampshire—you just don’t know, because you can catch fire. And 
Hillary’s a known brand, but there are some questions. She’s going to have to campaign pretty 
hard. If it’s a two-horse race, he’s got a chance.
But just to be clear, you’re not in this just to push Hillary Clinton to the left.
Definitely not. We’re in it to win this for Bernie. To be honest, maybe when we got in this race it 
was more about holding Hillary accountable. But now it’s like, this is crazy. Maybe we can pull this 
off.
What happens if Bernie is not the candidate? What does PDA’s role become?
We’re not going to endorse Hillary—that’s the reality. We took a poll of our membership, and 
there just isn’t the energy there to endorse her. So we’ll switch gears, and the issues that Bernie 
has pushed, we want to continue to move those issues and build a movement, continue to build a 
movement.
The work will continue. We’ll make sure we harness the energy and move on to whatever the 
next step is. So we’ve got a lot of work to do over the next year, to get more people involved in 
politics and show them that there’s a bit of hope out there.
  
Original article in In These Times 
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From Conor Boylan PDA Co-Executive Director, 
Just a heads up that already this coalition effort that PDA is proud to be a part of has cracked 20k 
signers and about to hit 2k calls!. please keep spreading the word.

Now the hard work begins to make sure we have that firewall to either support the agreement on 
the first vote, or (more likely) have 1/3 of the House and/or 1/3 of the Senate to prevent an over-
ride of a Presidential veto.  The 60 day timeline will take us through the August recess.  Those 
who followed the health care fight may remember that August is often not kind to supporters of 
such a proposal. Our focus is to have Democrats stand together.  There is a multi-million dollar 
opposition campaign working to undermine this agreement.

Contact Congress! Help Prevent War vs. Iran!
Dear friend,
 
The Obama Administration announced a historic international agreement to limit Iran's 
nuclear program, in exchange for easing international sanctions on Iran. If implemented, this 
agreement would de-escalate a conflict that has repeatedly threatened to explode into a war.
Republicans are preparing an all-out offensive to kill the deal by organizing a veto-proof 
majority in Congress. That means they need Democrats to help them. Sadly, too many 
Democrats have shown an appalling willingness to side with Republicans on this reckless course. 
 
That's where we come in. Progressive Democrats of America, CREDO, MoveOn, Win Without 
War, and many other organizations are launching a major effort to support diplomacy with Iran. 
HERE We're focusing on Democrats in Congress, telling them to not help Republicans 
sabotage the deal and risk war. 
 
Unfortunately, many in Congress oppose this diplomatic breakthrough, and they plan to 
block the agreement. Visit the coalition website, HERE and call your Representative and 
Senators. Then share this email and link to help us collect more petition signatures and generate 
more phone calls to Congress. 
 
We are poised to organize a massive progressive campaign to build a firewall in Congress. 
July will be the decisive month to defend the agreement in Congress. Our victory could prevent a 
horrendous war against Iran, further destabilizing the Middle East, and exacerbating 
international tensions. Our defeat could mean war. 
 
Act now! Sign the petition at the coalition website Here and call your Representative and 
Senators, then share this email and link to help us collect more petition signatures and generate 
more phone calls to Congress. 
 
For peace, 
 
Conor Boylan  
PDA Executive Director
P.S. Please support our efforts to End Wars and Occupations, and elect progressives to office.
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To: The Honorable [Senator's Full Name] 
From: Constituents of [State] 
  
July [delivery date], 2015 

The Declaration of Independence asserts: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights." Each 
July, we celebrate by working to extend civil rights to all. As active voters in [your district], we 
call upon you to join with us working to expand basic civil rights, support diplomacy, and we 
invite you to join with us re-declaring our independence from corporate domination by 
cosponsoring the following legislation (if you haven't already): 

The Administration negotiated a historic international agreement with the UK, France, Germany, 
Russia, and China to limit Iran’s nuclear program, and deescalate a conflict that threatens to 
explode into a war. We can't afford the loss of life and tax dollars in another self-defeating war. 
We call upon you to vote for and support this agreement. 

Contact Sen. Bernie Sanders' office at (202)-225-5141 to cosponsor the Inclusive 
Prosperity Act (S.1371). According to economists, a small sales tax on certain financial trades 
could generate hundreds of $billions in revenue annually, help create jobs, discourage 
speculative bubbles, and provide funding to meet urgent needs and priorities. Also to 
cosponsor S.J.Res.4, proposing a Constitutional amendment to restore rights of the 
American people taken away in the Citizens United and related decisions, to protect the integrity 
of our elections, and to limit the corrosive influence of money in our democratic process. 

Contact Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand's office at (202) 224-4451 to cosponsor the Family and 
Medical Insurance Leave Act (S. 786), to provide paid and family medical leave benefits to 
certain individuals. Also to cosponsor, the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation 
Reauthorization Act (S. 928) to reauthorize the World Trade Center Health Program and the 
9/11 Victim Compensation Fund.  

Extend constitutional rights to women and the residents of D.C. Contact Sen. Ben Cardin's 
office at (202)-225-4524 to cosponsor S.J.Res.15 to remove the time limit from the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Also, contact Sen. Tom Carper's office at (202)-225-2441 to cosponsor 
the New Columbia Admissions Act (S.1688).  

We look forward to engaging you on these and other issues in the future. 

Sincerely, 
  
  
[ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER] 
[CHAPTER NAME] 
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To: The Honorable [Congressperson's Full Name] 
From: Constituents of [Congressional District] 
  
July [delivery date], 2015 

The Declaration of Independence asserts: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights." As 
active voters in [your district], we invite you to join with us re-declaring our independence from 
corporate domination by cosponsoring the following legislation (if you haven't already): 

The Administration negotiated a historic international agreement with the U.K., France, 
Germany, Russia, and China to limit Iran’s nuclear program, and deescalate a conflict that 
threatens to explode into a war. We call upon you to vote for and support this agreement. 

Contact Rep. Keith Ellison's office at (202)-225-4755 to cosponsor the Inclusive 
Prosperity Act (H.R. 1464). According to economists, a small sales tax on certain financial 
trades could generate hundreds of $billions in revenue annually, help create jobs, discourage 
speculative bubbles, and provide funding to meet urgent national needs and priorities. 

Contact Rep. Ted Deutch's office at (202)-225-3001 to cosponsor H.J.Res.22, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution to authorize "Congress and the states to set reasonable limits on 
the raising and spending of money...to influence elections," including preventing corporations 
and other artificial entities from spending money to influence elections.  

Healthcare is human right. Contact Rep. John Conyers' office at (202)-225-5126 to 
cosponsor the Expanded & Improved Medicare For All Act (H.R. 676), to provide all U.S. 
residents with free medically necessary healthcare. Also, contact Rep. Rosa DeLauro's office 
at (202)-225-3661 to cosponsor the Family and Medical Insurance Leave Act (H.R. 1439). 
And also, contact Rep. Carolyn Maloney's office at (202)-225-7944 to cosponsor the 
James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Reauthorization Act (H.R. 1786). 

Contact Rep. David McKinley's office at (202)-225-4172 to cosponsor H.Res.54, 
"Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the United States Postal Service 
should take all appropriate measures to restore service standards in effect as of July 1, 2012." 

Extend constitutional rights to women and the residents of D.C. Contact Rep. Jackie Speier's 
office at (202)-225-3531 to cosponsor H.J.Res.51 to remove the time limit from the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Also, contact Del. Eleanor Norton's office at (202)-225-8050 to 
cosponsor the New Columbia Admissions Act (H.R.317).  

We look forward to engaging you on these and other issues in the future. 

Sincerely, 
  
 [ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER] 
[CHAPTER NAME] 
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The Political Genius of Bernie Sanders’ Socialism
[Snip] from In These Times

He certainly is not a socialist in the old-school sense. The conservative columnist George Will believes he isn’t one at all. Will 
harrumphed recently that Sanders’s self-proclaimed socialism is a “charade” that wilts under scrutiny. “In olden days,” he wrote, 
“socialism meant something robust—government ownership of the means of production, distribution and exchange. Then … 
the idea was diluted to mean just government ownership of an economy’s ‘commanding heights.’” For Will, Sanders’s claim on 
the label represents the total corruption of the word.
It’s true that, judged strictly by his voting record, Sanders is far from a radical. In fact, he isn’t even close to being the most 
progressive member of the Senate, according to Progressive Punch, which ranks members of Congress by the progressive 
quality of their voting record. Sanders’s overall lifetime score in the Senate puts him at 19—right in the middle of the 
Democrats. (Elizabeth Warren ranks fourth. The other senator from Massachusetts, Ed Markey, ranks first.) Sanders is just 
behind Jack Reed (RI) and Bob Menendez (NJ). He’s just ahead of Martin Heinrich (NM) and Dick Durbin (IL). He has been 
particularly—and weirdly—anti-progressive on gun control, once voting in favor of allowing handguns in baggage on 
Amtrak trains.

His socialism isn’t a “charade.” It’s a provocation, simultaneously jarring and oddly familiar. And it’s politically brilliant—which is 
perhaps why it irks conservatives like George Will.
Five decades ago, Sanders’s agenda was called New Deal liberalism. But three decades of policies that cut taxes for the 
wealthy while privatizing and shrinking the public realm have rendered the old labels and frameworks nearly irrelevant. 
More HERE

READING/ARTS 
CORNER 

From Halima Christy:

Our wonderful BOOK STUDY group, featuring 
different books about PEACE, is presently
featuring  "The Nonviolent Life" by John Dear during 
July. (new/used on Amazon)...
check into events menu for more info...

There are 3 more meetings- on wednesdays, 
3-4:30pm, at the Abq Center for Peace & Justice...202 
Harvard SE, ..... JOIN US, and refer the book club to 
your friends who are interested in studying Peace 
together, with this and the books that follow.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/bernie-sanderss-socialist-charade/2015/06/03/5a905c44-0952-11e5-95fd-d580f1c5d44e_story.html
http://www.progressivepunch.org/scores.htm?topic=&house=senate&sort=overall-lifetime&order=down&party=
http://www.npr.org/sections/itsallpolitics/2015/06/24/417180805/bernie-sanders-walks-a-fine-line-on-gun-control
http://inthesetimes.com/article/18154/bernie-sanders-socialism
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/bernie-sanderss-socialist-charade/2015/06/03/5a905c44-0952-11e5-95fd-d580f1c5d44e_story.html
http://www.progressivepunch.org/scores.htm?topic=&house=senate&sort=overall-lifetime&order=down&party=
http://www.npr.org/sections/itsallpolitics/2015/06/24/417180805/bernie-sanders-walks-a-fine-line-on-gun-control
http://inthesetimes.com/article/18154/bernie-sanders-socialism


Albuquerque	  NOW	  	  	  ~~~~~	  	  	  www.AlbuquerqueNOW.org 

Invites	  you	  to	  

Women’s	  Equality	  Day	  Celebra<on	  and	  Poetry	  
Reading 

Celebrate	  the	  day	  in	  1920	  when	  women’s	  right	  to	  vote	  was	  recognized	  in	  
the	  19th	  Amendment	  to	  the	  US	  Cons@tu@on	  

Saturday,	  August	  22,	  2015	  ~~~~~~	  1:30	  to	  4:00	  PM	  
BoKs	  Hall	  of	  the	  Special	  Collec<ons	  Library	  

423	  Central	  Avenue	  NE	  (at	  Edith)	  

Speakers on the Meaning of WED and Progress made toward full equality 
for women in the USA ~ followed by Poetry Reading featuring the 

Albuquerque Word Weavers and an open mic hosted by Jules Nyquist 

Bring	  your	  poems	  about	  women's	  rights	  in	  the	  US	  (4	  min.	  max)	  
Inspire	  Us!	  	  	  Tell	  us	  about	  the: 

Triumphs-	  Milestones	  achieved,	  such	  as	  winning	  the	  vote	  
Progress-	  What	  has	  improved	  for	  women	  since	  1920	  

Struggles-‐	  What	  is	  yet	  to	  be	  achieved,	  including	  the	  ERA* 
Jus<ce-	  Why	  ensuring	  equal	  rights	  for	  all	  women	  in	  our 

	  	  country	  is	  the	  just	  and	  right	  thing	  to	  do 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1848	   	   	   	   	  	  	  1973	   	   	   	  Hearing	  on	  contracep@on-‐2012	  

  * Equal Rights Amendment  ~  written 1923 
Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 

 by the Unites States or by any state on account of sex.   
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The Health Care for All Coalition (HCFA)* 

Presents A Celebration of the 
50th Anniversary of Medicare & Medicaid 

  
July 30, 2015 

4-6 PM 
Explora 

1701	  Mountain	  Road	  NW,	  Albuquerque 
	   

In 1965, the United States took a huge leap forward by providing hundreds of millions of Americans 
with health security through Medicare & Medicaid. Join HCFA as we commemorate what 

has been accomplished over the past 50 years, take stock of the challenges and opportunities 
ahead, and use this anniversary to strengthen Medicare and Medicaid for the next 50 years. 

	   
	   

For more about the anniversary & Medicare & Medicaid visit the web site of 
the National Academy of Social Insurance:  HERE 

 
*Current HCFA member groups: Health Action NM; League of Woman Voters of NM;  
NM Voices for Children; Lutheran Advocacy Ministry – NM; NM Center on Law and Poverty; 
Southwest Women’s Law Center; Committee of Interns & Residents;  
NM Coalition to End Homelessness; National Association of Social Workers  - NM;  
NM Public Health Association; NM Conference of Churches;  
Raising Women’s Voices for Health Care - NM; Organizers in the Land of 
Enchantment (OLE); RESULTS; AARP; Senior Citizens’ Law Office; New Mexico Alliance for 
Retired Americans; Albuquerque Health Care for the Homeless;  
Network of Health Professionals for a National Health Program 

https://www.nasi.org/medicare-medicaid-50
https://www.nasi.org/medicare-medicaid-50

