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PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA 
CENTRAL NM CHAPTER 

WEEKLY DIGEST - June 16, 2015 

www.pdamerica.org    Facebook 
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   http://www.peopledemandingaction.org 

PDA CNM MEETING JUNE 10, 2015
with Alan Webber

Alan shared his ideas and activities regarding his work in 
bringing jobs to New Mexico.  He is traveling the state, listening 
to people, discovering their needs, learning what’s happening in 

their communities and coming up with concrete and informed 
suggestions for helping NM prosper by encouraging 

entrepreneurship and innovation, not tax cuts for the big 
corporations.

LETTER DROP WEEK
Delivering letters crafted by PDA’s’ national 
leadership  to our US Representatives and Senators 
is a vital function of PDA.  We inform our senators 
and representatives about our priorities on 
progressive issues by visiting these offices every 
month. We have productive discussions with the staff 
of our New Mexico Senators and Representatives 
who give us time each month to cover the issues as 
well as any other concerns we might have at the 
moment.   Around 400 letters are delivered all over 
the Nation with follow-up calls to the individual 
members of Congress.  
We welcome you to join us on these visits.  We have 
appointments with the offices of Rep. Luján at 10:00 
June 17, Rep. Lujan Grisham at 9:30 June 17, 
Senator Udall at 1:00 June 16, and tentatively  
Senator Heinrich at 10:00 June 17.Please contact us 
at stokescorrales@comcast.net for Rep. Luján and 
Senator Udall and geolisafranzen@aol.com for Rep. 
Lujan Grisham and Senator Heinrich if you would like 
to join us on any of these visits.  You can read the 
letters on pages 7 & 9.

SO MUCH GOING ON!!

PDA MEETING - PAGE 1
LETTER DROP - PAGE 1

CAPITOL OUTLAY BILL - PAGE 2
FAST TRACK - PAGE 2

KEEP SANDOVAL CTY BLUE - PAGE 3
REP. GARCIA ON SANTOLINA - PAGE 4

SWOP @ COUNTY COMMISSION MTG, HELP 
NEPAL, AFT LAWSUIT - PAGE 5

HCFA CELEBRATING 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID - PAGE 6

LETTERS TO CONGRESS - PAGES 7 & 9
LIGHT BUT SERIOUS INSERTS - PAGE 8

VOTE ON FAST TRACK - WHAT IT ALL MEANS 
-CALL YOUR REPRESENTATIVES - PAGE 10
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND POLITICS IN NM

SANDOVAL COUNTY DEMS, LOOK WHO VOTED WITH THE PROGRESSIVES ON THE CAPITAL OUTLAY BILL. 
SENATOR SAPIEN TOLD US THERE WERE TOO MANY TAX BREAKS FOR CORPORATIONS.

 REC EXC ABS  NO YES  REC EXC ABS  NO YES

06/08/15LEGISLATIVE DAY 4

NEW MEXICO STATE SENATE

 4

OFFICIAL ROLL CALL

DATE:

RCS#

FIFTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE, FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 2015S

HOUSE BILL 2

XBARELA XO'NEILL

XWILSON BEFFORT ORTIZ y PINO X

XBRANDT PADILLA X

XBURT XPAPEN

XCAMPOS XPAYNE

XCANDELARIA XPINTO

CERVANTES X XPIRTLE

XCISNEROS XRODRIGUEZ

XCOTTER XRUE

XGRIGGS XRYAN

XINGLE XSANCHEZ, C

XIVEY-SOTO SANCHEZ, M X

XKERNAN SAPIEN X

XLEAVELL SHARER X

LOPEZ X XSHENDO

XMARTINEZ XSMITH

McSORLEY X XSOULES

XMOORES STEWART X

MORALES X XTORRACO

XMUÑOZ WIRTH X

XNEVILLE XWOODS

31TOTAL => 00011

PASSED: 31-11

THE SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN IS THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE.  THEIR  THOUGHTFUL 
TAKE ON THE $295 MILLION CAPITOL OUTLAY BILL IS HERE

HOWEVER, OUR TIRELESS GOVERNOR NEVER MISSES AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
SCORE POINTS FOR HER NATIONAL AMBITIONS. WATCH OUT FOR THE LINE-
ITEM VETO PEN.

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-at-last-the-people-s-work-is-accomplished/article_47332157-d2d9-571e-aca5-58997ee9a56e.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-at-last-the-people-s-work-is-accomplished/article_47332157-d2d9-571e-aca5-58997ee9a56e.html


Please Join Marg Elliston, Chair 
and the Democratic Party of Sandoval County, for the second biennial 

FUNDRAISER TO KEEP SANDOVAL COUNTY BLUE 
Honoring 

U.S. Representative Ben Ray Luján, Chair, Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee  

and Raul Alvillar, National Political Director, Democratic National Committee 

with special guests DPNM Chair Debra Haaland and former Lt. Governor Diane Denish 

SATURDAY, JUNE 20   5:00pm to 7:00pm (rain or shine!) 
Suggested contribution: Host: $100  Guest: $25 

Home of Marg Elliston and Fred Harris 472 Priestley Road, Corrales 
DIRECTIONS: From corner of Alameda and Coors/Corrales Road, go north, on Corrales Road (2.2 miles) to Priestley Road. Turn east on 
Priestley Road; keep going east at every opportunity (first, with a slight jog to the right, then east  around a small traffic circle, then a slight jog to 
the left before curving around right again) until, straight ahead, you run right through the front gate. Tel.898-0860. Parking in field to the right. 

                                  Please RSVP to 505/898-0860 or fh1985@aol.com 
CAN’T COME? Please make checks to: Democratic Party of Sandoval County—and mail to 472 Priestley 
Road,  
Corrales, NM 87048. Many thanks! 

Co-Hosts: Adelante Sanadoval, Linda Allison, Crystal Anson, John Arango, Margie Amiot, Carla and Victor 
Barbiero, Marci Blaze and Steve Levine, Ruth Bouldes, Eleanor Bravo, Kathy Bruch, Tom and Sue Buckner, 
Caroline Buerkle, Mary Ellen Capek and Sue Hallgarth, Pat Clauser, Amanda Cooper and Jim Noel, 
Christopher Daul, Judy DeAtley Diane and Herb Denish, Commissioner James Dominguez, Joey Dominguez, 
Skip Drinkard, Jannie and Jerry Dusseau, Steve Eisenberg (Rio Rancho School Employees Union—AFT-
NEA), Pauline and Mel Eisenstadt, Daymon Ely, Jim and Linda Fahey, Joan Fenicle and José Martínez, 
Doris Fields and Anne Grey Frost, Dick and Ginger Foote, Lisa and George Franzen, Eileen and Johnnie 
Garbagni, Ennio García-Miera, Ann Gardner, Polly Garner and Bill Vega, Sayre and John Gerhart, Charles 
Goodmacher, Maggie and Bob Greenberg, Mary Lynn and Allen Hansel, Suzanne and Mick Harper, Fred 
Harris, Hoyt and Judy Hart, Brad and Debbie Hays, Shireen Jacob, Alexis and James Jiménez, Sidney and 
Marty Kistin, Woody and Nandini Kuehn, Jeanne Kuriyan, Donnie Leonard and Donna Wylie, Wayne and 
Jolene Maes, Paul and Janet Mansfield, Lemuel Martínez, Ted Martínez, Charlene McDermott and Kevin 
Cottage, Sally McGrath, Bob McNeil, Michele Minnis and Ed Boles, Jim and Pat Moran, Steven Montoya, 
NEA-Bernalillo, JenniferTrujillo, President, Pamela and Michael Neas, Nancy and Ed Pierce, Don and Kate 
Reightley, Nancy Rutland, Bill and Miranda Sapien, Phil and Bianca Sapien, Veronica and Sen. John Sapien, 
Janice and Jerry Saxton, Nora Scherzinger, Helene Silverblatt and Bob Buser, David Smoak and 
CharityTownsend, Paul and Laura Stokes, Pat and John Stover, Linda Suydam, Tom Swisstack, Donna 
Tillman, Sam and John Thompson, Dee and John Turner, Theresa Trujeque and Gary Taylor, Dan Webb, 
Barbara Weinbaum, Jim and Carla Wright, Susan Zimmerman and Lynn Slade, Stella, John, and Ana Perea, 
Al and Mel Knight (Acequia Vineyards and Winery), and Fritz Allen (Corrales Bistro Brewery) 

            (Note:  By federal law, none of the proceeds may be spent directly for a federal candidate or in a 
federal campaign.) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Big Tent!                    FOOD!                             MUSIC!                          FUN!              
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Rep. Garcia on Santolina
Friends, Neighbors, Colleagues, Land Grant & Social Justice Allies:

Enclosed is a statement that I am circulating regarding the Santolina Development Project.

State Rep Miguel P Garcia
450-2455

June 11, 2015
 
To Whom It May Concern:
 
What are Bernalillo County and developer representatives not addressing in the master plan process regarding the mammoth 14,000 
acre Santolina development project west of the City of Albuquerque, south of Interstate 40, east of the Rio Puerco, and north of the 
Pajarito Mesa?  The approximate 14,000 acres are part of the ancestral land holdings of the Indo-Hispano heirs of the Atrisco Land 
Grant.  The Spanish land grant which was granted by the King of Spain in 1692 to the founding families of Atrisco stipulated that its 
common lands were to be held in perpetuity for the generations to come.
 
The 400 year history of the area, the respect for the culture, traditions, customs, and language of the first residents of what is now 
Bernalillo County are nowhere to be found in the plans, proposals, and recommendations for the Santolina development.  
Atrisqueños were the first settlers in what became Bernalillo County, and Atrisco was the first settlement in what became Bernalillo 
County.
 
Regardless of the fraudulent, corrupt, deceitful, demonic, conspiratorial, and greedy actions of a handful of Atrisco heirs/Westland 
Development shareholders who aborted the traditional Board of Trustee land grant structure in 1967, embezzled tens of thousands 
of shares from law abiding God fearing heirs, and who sold off the remaing common lands in 2006 at 12 cents on the dollar for 
$250,000,000—the majority of heirs have never relinquished their claim to the 80,000 acres of the original grant, nor to the mineral 
and water rights associated with the Atrisco Land Grant.
 
To uphold the cultural and historical integrity of the development site, Bernalillo County, in defense of its first residents, must demand 
of Santolina to enter into a waiver and indemnification agreement of all mineral rights and water rights on the 13,851 acres 
encompassing the master plan.  The agreement will be negotiated with a representative unit of government that represents the 
interests of, and of which Board is elected solely by the heirs of the Atrisco Land Grant.
 
The waiver and indemnification agreement will entail a monetary disbursement of no less than $250,000 annually for one hundred 
years to a representative unit of government that represents the interest of, and of which Board is elected by the heirs of the Atrisco 
Land Grant.  It must be stipulated that such funds will be used for college scholarship programs, tutorial programs, cultural 
enrichment programs, and heritage Spanish language programs for the heirs.
 
To uphold the ancestral connection to the land, and in keeping with the original decree by the King of Spain that the common land is 
to be held in perpetuity for the future generations, Bernalillo County must demand that two cultural sensitive sites be held in trust by 
a representative unit of government that represents the interest of, and is elected solely by the heirs of the Atrisco Land Grant.  
These two sites being 150 acres of the northwest corner of the development, bordering I-40 and the Rio Puerco, and generally 
known as El Cerro Colorado.  The second site being an area of 150 acres encompassing the sand dunes.  The transfer of the 300 
acres back to the heirs brings a semblance of respect and dignity of the culture and history of the Atrisco Land Grant that will be 
maintained by, and held in perpetuity for generations to come by the heirs.
 
Lastly, Bernalillo County must stand firm in protecting the agrarian traditions of the Rio Grande valley from the Colorado border to the 
Texas border by creating a legally binding document from the developer and the Water Authority, that water right purchases to fuel 
the Santolina development into the future will not involve purchases of water rights within the Rio Grande basin from the Colorado 
border to the Texas border.  This agreement is crucial in maintaining a robust agrarian economy within the Rio Grande basin.
 
Miguel P Garcia,
New Mexico State Representative, District 14
Co-Chair of the Legislative Land Grant Committee, 2003-2014      
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photo by SWOP on Facebook

ALBUQUERQUE AND NEW MEXICO

Earlier this year we filed a lawsuit on behalf of New 
Mexico’s teachers against the PED’s punitive, 
error-ridden evaluation system. Our lawsuit 
contends the evaluation system “is based on a 
fundamentally, and irreparably, flawed 
methodology which is further plagued by 
consistent and appalling data errors.” 
The legal process takes time, but educators need 
relief now. Our lawyers understand this, so they 
filed a motion for a preliminary injunction against 
the evaluation system. 
If the court allows our injunction, the evaluation 
system will be suspended until the court reaches a 
final verdict. The PED and Governor Martinez 
reacted predictably – they filed a motion to dismiss 
our lawsuit. 
The PED falsely claims that this evaluation system 
is fair, but teachers know better. They know that a 
dismissal of our lawsuit would be a dismissal of the 
truth. 
The hearing to decide if our lawsuit will be 
dismissed is Wednesday, June 17th, at 2:30pm 
in Santa Fe. The hearing will be held at 225 
Montezuma Ave., and is scheduled to last 
about one hour. 
Be involved, stay engaged – help us pack the 
courtroom to show that New Mexico’s 
educators will never stop fighting for fairness 
in our profession and our classrooms. 
In Solidarity, 
Stephanie Ly 
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Fast Track Vote
Don’t relax.  Here’s what Elizabeth Warren, People Demanding Action TPP organizer, not the Senator, has to say:  

“Don't cheer just yet. This is a minor, procedural victory. (Similar to our "stay" in the Senate before it passed.) Actually 
226 House members voted for TPA—but without Trade Adjustment Assistance. (That bill was killed first.) But there will 
be a reconsideration vote on TAA. If the House and Senate versions of Fast Track can get congruent, we're in trouble. 

That said, we could still win. Good guys are working to see that agreement does not happen.”

And from a PDA Chapter Leader: We need to keep the pressure up!  Here are the Dems who betrayed American 
workers and voted for the TPA:

The Health Care for All Coalition (HCFA)* 

Presents A Celebration of the 
50th Anniversary of Medicare & Medicaid 

  
July 30, 2015 

4-6 PM 
Explora 

1701	  Mountain	  Road	  NW,	  Albuquerque 
	   

In 1965, the United States took a huge leap forward by providing hundreds of millions of Americans with health security through 
Medicare & Medicaid. Join HCFA as we commemorate what has been accomplished over the past 50 years, take stock of 

the challenges and opportunities ahead, and use this anniversary to strengthen Medicare and Medicaid for the next 50 years. 
	   
	   

For more about the anniversary & Medicare & Medicaid visit the web site of 
the National Academy of Social Insurance: 

https://www.nasi.org/medicare-medicaid-50 
   

 
 
*Current HCFA member groups: Health Action NM; League of Woman Voters of NM;  
NM Voices for Children; Lutheran Advocacy Ministry – NM; NM Center on Law and Poverty; Southwest Women’s Law Center; 
Committee of Interns & Residents;  
NM Coalition to End Homelessness; National Association of Social Workers  - NM;  
NM Public Health Association; NM Conference of Churches;  
Raising Women’s Voices for Health Care - NM; Organizers in the Land of Enchantment (OLE); RESULTS; AARP; 
Senior Citizens’ Law Office; New Mexico Alliance for Retired Americans; Albuquerque Health Care for the Homeless;  
Network of Health Professionals for a National Health Program 

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll362.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2015/roll362.xml
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To: The Honorable Senator Martin Heinrich 
From: Constituents of New Mexico  
June 17, 2015 
  
Dear Senator Heinrich 
  
As active voters in New Mexico, we ask you to join with us observing Juneteenth also known as 
Independence Day, Freedom Day, or Emancipation Day. To honor this celebration of freedom, justice, and 
participation in America, we call upon you to cosponsor the following legislation, (if you haven't already): the 
New Columbia Admissions Act (bill number pending), the End Racial Profiling Act (S. 1056) and the 
Democracy Restoration Act (S. 772).  

Please direct your staff to contact Sen. Thomas Carper's office at (202)-224-2441 to cosponsor the New 
Columbia Admissions Act (bill number pending), to "provide for the admission of the State of New 
Columbia into the Union." 

Please direct your staff to contact Sen. Benjamin Cardin's office at (202)-224-4524 to cosponsor the 
Democracy Restoration Act (S. 772), to secure Federal voting rights of Americans who've paid their debt to 
society and want to re-enter the mainstream. Currently, several states refuse to restore voting rights in an 
arbitrary and capricious manner, disproportionately impacting racial minorities. 

We thank you for cosponsoring the End Racial Profiling Act (S. 1056), legislation that would prohibit "any 
law enforcement agent or agency from engaging in racial profiling. Grants the United States or an individual 
injured by racial profiling the right to obtain declaratory or injunctive relief" and require federal law 
enforcement agencies, and other law enforcement agencies that apply for grants under certain federal 
programs, to "maintain adequate policies and procedures to eliminate racial profiling and to cease existing 
practices that permit racial profiling." 

We thank you for your consideration regarding these critically important issues, and look forward to ongoing 
discussion and engagement with you in the coming months.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
 Lisa Franzen  Central New Mexico Progressive Democrats of America  505-867-0112  
geolisafranzen@aol.com 

!

This same letter will be delivered to Senator Udall but amending the letter to ask him to 
cosponsor S. 1056
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Courtesy of The Anti-Media -  https://
www.facebook.com/TheAntiMedia

https://www.facebook.com/TheAntiMedia
https://www.facebook.com/TheAntiMedia
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To: The Honorable Congresswoman Michelle Lujan Grisham 
From: Constituents of Congressional District 1 
  
June17, 2015 
  
As active voters in District 1, we ask you to join with us observing Juneteenth also known as Independence 
Day, Freedom Day, or Emancipation Day. To honor this celebration of freedom, justice, and participation in 
America, we call upon you to cosponsor the following legislation to protect and promote voting and civil rights, if 
you haven't already: 

Thank you for cosponsoring the Voter Empowerment Act (H.R. 12), to "modernize voter registration, 
promote access to voting for individuals with disabilities, protect the ability of individuals to exercise the right to 
vote in elections for Federal office, and for other purposes." 

Please direct your staff to contact Rep. John Conyers' office at (202)-225-5126 to cosponsor 3 bills: the 
Democracy Restoration Act (H.R. 1459), to "secure the Federal voting rights of persons when released from 
incarceration";  
  
Also to cosponsor the End Racial Profiling Act (H.R. 1933), to "eliminate racial profiling by law enforcement, 
and for other purposes";  

And to cosponsor the Commission to Study Reparations for African Americans Act (H.R. 40), to 
"acknowledge the fundamental injustice, cruelty, brutality, and inhumanity of slavery in the United States and the 
13 American colonies,” and “to establish a commission to examine the institution of slavery, subsequently de jure 
and de facto racial and economic discrimination against African-Americans, and the impact of these forces on 
living African-Americans, to make recommendations to the Congress on appropriate remedies, and for other 
purposes." 

Please also direct your staff to contact Rep. Hakeem Jeffries' office at (202)-225-5936 to cosponsor the 
Formerly Incarcerated Voter Registration Act (H.R. 871), to "amend title 18, United States Code, to direct the 
Bureau of Prisons to provide certain voting information to Federal prisoners upon their release from prison." 

We also thank you for cosponsoring the New Columbia Admissions Act (H.R. 317), to "provide for the 
admission of the State of New Columbia into the Union." 

We look forward to engaging you on these and other issues in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Franzen Central NM Progressive Democrats of America    505-867-0112   geolisafranzen@aol.com 

The following letter will also be delivered to Honorable Congressman Ben Ray Luján but 
changed to ask him to cosponsor  H.R. 317 and to thank him for cosponsoring H.R. 1933. 



Paid for by Progressive Democrats of America (http://www.pdamerica.org) 
Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee
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Please contact your Representative right now, and urge him or her to vote NO on Trade Adjustment 
Assistance (TAA) when it comes up for a vote tomorrow or later this week. Click here to send an email and 
get your Rep's phone number to call. 
 
We’ve won a huge victory in the battle to stop the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and Trade Promotion 
Authority (TPA), also known as Fast Track. We rallied to defeat TAA by a 302-126 vote last Friday, but 
another vote is coming up as soon as tomorrow! Please chip in $5 or more now to help us stay in this 
struggle. 

Although Fast Track passed in the Senate and the House, it stalled Friday because the House failed 
to pass the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) companion bill. Without TAA, TPA and the TPP cannot 
move forward.  
 
TA-Wait! TP-What? Welcome to Washington, D.C., a place of arcane jargon: confusing acronyms, a 
crazy alphabet soup of abbreviations and double-talk. Here's a quick and easy guide to what these terms 
mean to you: 
 
TTP: Trans-Pacific Partnership, a secretly negotiated special interest bonanza that would hurt working 
people around the Pacific Rim. AKA "NAFTA on steroids." This is one of three or more clandestine deals 
designed to enrich the wealthy and impoverish your family and community. 
 
TPA: Trade Promotion Authority, a slick procedural gimmick first used by Tricky Dick Nixon to sneak 
unpopular special favors for special interests through Congress in the guise of "trade deals." AKA "Fast 
Track." This procedure would empower the President--whoever he or she may be for the next six years--to 
trade away our jobs, as well as our rights and protections as citizens, consumers, workers, and free people 
who breathe air and eat food, etc. in return for...well, don't you worry your pretty little head about that.  
 
TAA: Trade Adjustment Assistance, a program to provide help to a tiny fraction of Americans who lose 
their jobs because bad deals encourage employers to move operations outside of the U.S.A. It's set to 
expire, but never came close to helping the millions of Americans hurt by NAFTA and other previous deals. 
It's offered now as a "sweetener" to help get bad deals passed. Like a sugar cube tossed to a horse about 
to enter a glue factory. "Have a nice evisceration. Here's a little treat!" 
Click here to send an email and get your Rep's phone number to call. 
Please chip in $5 or more now to help us stay in this struggle. 

TAA is designed to help those Americans hurt by bad trade deals. In the best cases, the help is too little 
too late. In this case, the watered down assistance is a joke. It would exclude millions of affected people, 
and wouldn't do anything to address the many non-trade assaults on our self-governance in these so-called 
"trade" deals.  

Join with our large coalition of activists, labor leaders, thought leaders, economists, progressive 
organizations, and others of influence working hard to stop the TPP. Next, please donate to PDA, and 
continue to support our efforts to stop the TPP. Click here to send an email and get your Rep's phone 
number to call. 
 


