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Progressive Democrats of America Endorses Bernie 
Sanders for President !
PRLog - April 30, 2015 - D.C., Wash. -- Washington, D.C.--Progressive Democrats of America (PDA), a 
grassroots federal PAC, announced the endorsement of Senator Bernie Sanders for President. !
Speaking on behalf of PDA, Political Director Steve Cobble said, "We launched an effort just over a year ago 
to ask Sen. Bernie Sanders to run for President as a Democrat. We worked with our national 'Run Bernie 
Run' Team to build support for this historic candidacy, gathering more than 20,000 petition signatures, 
holding town hall meetings and house parties in several states, and designing social media efforts and a 
website, http://www.pdafund.com/ !

Cobble added, "We welcome the official announcement of Sen. 
Sanders' candidacy today. He has been reaching out to voters across 
the country on his national listening tour, discussing the issues that 
matter most to most Americans. He has long shown a deep 
understanding of the systemic problems we face. We agree with Sen. 
Sanders when he says, 'Most people have given up on the political 
process. They understand the political deck is stacked against them. 
They think there is no particular reason for them to come out and 
vote...'" PDA believes we must change this. !

Cobble quoted Sen. Sanders as saying, "This country faces more 
serious problems than at any time since the Great Depression, and there is a horrendous lack of serious 
political discourse or ideas out there that can address these crises. Somebody has got to represent the 
working-class and the middle-class of this country." !
Cobble concluded, "Bernie Sanders is a progressive, principled, politician. He has an established record of 
standing up to the big-money interests who have far too much power over the economic and political life of 
this country. Bernie will take on the big fights--campaign finance reform, global warming, wealth 
inequality--into the Democratic debates. We support his candidacy because he knows that his job as a 
candidate is to help bring together a massive grassroots populist / progressive coalition that can win 
elections and transform politics. That's been PDA's mission since our founding in 2004." !
PDA is proud that USA Today and The Nation noted that PDA launched its ‘Run Bernie Run’ campaign last 
spring, collecting thousands of petition signatures calling on Sanders to run as a Democrat. We will follow up 
by helping raise money for the Sanders campaign, operate volunteer phone banks, organize house parties, 
and otherwise support the Sanders for President campaign. !
Contacts: Steve Cobble, PDA Political Director, (571)-274-5144 steve.cobble@gmail.com 
Conor Boylan, PDA Executive Director, (206)-965-0802 conor@pdamerica.org 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League of Women Voters of New Mexico  

Convention Luncheon  
Public Invited !

Saturday, May 16, Noon-1:30pm !
Crowne Plaza Hotel,  

1901 University Blvd NE, Albuquerque   !
The Honorable Chief Justice of the New Mexico Supreme Court, Barbara Vigil !

“Understanding the Judiciary–The Third, Co-Equal, and Least Understood Branch of Government”   !
Chief Justice Vigil will offer insights on the unique role of the courts in our democracy, address the importance of a 
strong and independent Judiciary, and suggest strategies for strengthening the judicial system in New Mexico. Ms. 
Vigil was elected to the New Mexico Supreme Court in 2012 and began her two-year tenure as Chief Justice in April 
2014. She presides over the Chief Judges Council and serves as the administrative authority over all personnel, 
budget, and general court operations for the state Judiciary. Prior to this service, she served as a trial court judge in 
the First Judicial District Court for twelve years including ten years as Children’s Court Judge. Chief Justice Vigil 
has been recognized as a leader in community collaboration and in the development of comprehensive strategies to 
improve and support the juvenile justice system in New Mexico.  A Santa Fe native, she earned a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting from New Mexico State University in 1981and her juris doctorate from the University of New Mexico 
School of Law in 1985. !
Number of Tickets: _________ @ $25.00 ea.________________ Must be received by April 30, 2015(deadline 
extended to May 5) !
Name: _________________________________________Title?________________________________ !
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ !
Phone(s):______________________________________ E-mail ________________________________ !
League of Women Voters Member?  Yes__________  No ______________ !
Organization if any:	  __________________________________________________________________  !

Mail registration form and check payable to LWVCNM to: 
League of Women Voters of Central New Mexico 

2315 San Pedro NE, Ste. F-6 
Albuquerque, NM 87110. !

Questions?  Call the office 505-884-8441 or Andrea Targhetta 505-280-8892.  
Directions: From the North - Take Exit 226 from I-25.  Keep on frontage road.  Turn east (L) on Menaul. Continue 
to University and turn south (R).  The hotel will be on the right.  From the South: Take Exit 224, drive under I-40 

and make a right on Menaul.  Turn right on University. The hotel will be on your right. 	  
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Gov. Martinez 
vetoed $750,000 worth of operating costs for the magistrate courts. See 
the press release by LWVNM President Meredith Machen on page  3.!!

“The failures of the 2015 legislative session suggest it’s time for New Mexicans to consider new ways to ensure 
that our state court system has the funds needed to serve the public. New Mexico’s funding procedures 

subject our judiciary, which the framers of our Constitution envisioned as an independent and co-
equal branch of government, to politics.”!



!
Op-Ed:  The Judiciary Deserves More Respect  !

More than 50 years ago, Congress declared May 1 “Law Day” to remind Americans of the unique role of the rule of 
law in guaranteeing our democracy’s ideals of equality and justice. President George Washington proclaimed, “The due 
administration of justice is the firmest pillar of good government.” We count on our courts to operate efficiently and effectively 
day in and day out.  

The failures of the 2015 legislative session suggest it’s time for New Mexicans to consider new ways to ensure that our 
state court system has the funds needed to serve the public. New Mexico’s funding procedures subject our judiciary, which the 
framers of our Constitution envisioned as an independent and co-equal branch of government, to politics. 

Recent news reports have highlighted the financial squeeze facing New Mexico’s 48 magistrate courts because of the 
Governor’s veto of $750,000 for operating costs through this June.  Most of the shortage would have been absorbed if the 
governor in 2014 hadn’t also vetoed the continuance of a $4 court fee also approved by the Legislature.  This session, after the 
courts demonstrated they had been frugal with taxpayer money but could not address the funding deficiency, lawmakers approved 
a supplemental appropriation. However, Governor Martinez disagreed, which is her prerogative with New Mexico’s current 
system. But the veto means lease payments on court buildings and state insurance premiums must be delayed in the final weeks 
of the budget year to leave enough money for the core functions of courts in handling cases. The State Board of Finance will 
consider the court’s request on May 19 for a $750,000 emergency grant, and it should approve these funds so the courts can 
continue serving the public and paying their bills.   

No one questions the authority of the legislative branch to make the laws, the executive branch to carry out those laws, 
and the judicial branch to interpret the laws to safeguard our constitutional rights. Fundamentally, however, does it make sense 
that a co-equal branch of government would have to petition for approval for basic operational funds to the legislative branch and 
then face veto by the executive branch? Underfunding the judiciary undermines its constitutional responsibilities and challenges 
its ability to administer justice.  

A truly independent judiciary shouldn’t face that possibility. It’s time for our policymakers to open a debate on how we 
can adequately fund the courts so that the judiciary can meet its constitutional obligation to provide fair and timely justice.  It’s 
time for New Mexico to consider procedures other states use to determine the state judiciary’s budget. 
In West Virginia, the courts submit a proposed budget to the Legislature and the state’s Constitution prohibits it from being 
reduced by lawmakers or by a gubernatorial veto. Shouldn’t New Mexico have a system whereby 3% of the budget is made 
available for judicial operations with priorities determined internally through their very rigorous unified process? (Court funding 
for FY16 calls for modest increases over this year, and the judiciary represents about 2.6% of the overall state budget.) 

As Supreme Court Chief Justice Barbara Vigil said in her legislative address, “When the Judiciary is given the 
resources necessary to function efficiently, all of New Mexico will benefit.”  New Mexicans should assign a high priority to 
funding our courts sufficiently and appropriately because of the pivotal roles they play in addressing economic and social issues, 
ensuring fairness and uniformity in the administration of justice, safeguarding the welfare of the public, and protecting the 
liberties we cherish.	  

    
Meredith Machen, President, League of Women Voters of New Mexico  !
Contact Info: Meredith Machen, president@lwvnm.org, 988-4523, 577-6337 
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COO of Baltimore Orioles John 
Angelos commenting on what’s happening in Baltimore: 

Brett, speaking only for myself, I agree with your point that the principle of peaceful, non-violent protest 
and the observance of the rule of law is of utmost importance in any society. MLK, Gandhi, Mandela and all great 

opposition leaders throughout history have always preached this precept. Further, it is critical that in any democracy, 
investigation must be completed and due process must be honored before any government or police members are judged 

responsible. 
That said, my greater source of personal concern, outrage and sympathy beyond this particular case is focused neither upon one 

night’s property damage nor upon the acts, but is focused rather upon the past four-decade period during which an American political 
elite have shipped middle class and working class jobs away from Baltimore and cities and towns around the U.S. to third-world 
dictatorships like China and others, plunged tens of millions of good, hard-working Americans into economic devastation, and then 
followed that action around the nation by diminishing every American’s civil rights protections in order to control an unfairly impoverished 
population living under an ever-declining standard of living and suffering at the butt end of an ever-more militarized and aggressive 

surveillance state. 
The innocent working families of all backgrounds whose lives and dreams have been cut short by excessive violence, surveillance, 

and other abuses of the Bill of Rights by government pay the true price, and ultimate price, and one that far exceeds the 
importances of any kids’ game played tonight, or ever, at Camden Yards. We need to keep in mind people are suffering and 

dying around the U.S., and while we are thankful no one was injured at Camden Yards, there is a far bigger picture 
for poor Americans in Baltimore and everywhere who don’t have jobs and are losing economic civil and 

legal rights, and this makes inconvenience at a ballgame irrelevant in light of the needless 
suffering government is inflicting upon ordinary Americans. 

mailto:president@lwvnm.org
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The Shadows of Liberty USA Screening & Media 
Reform Action Tour is headed to New Mexico! 

We invite you to attend screenings of the 
acclaimed documentary "Shadows of Liberty" in 
Santa Fe on Sunday, May 3 at 5:00 p.m. and in 
Albuquerque on Monday, May 4 at 7:30 p.m. 
An interactive panel discussion will follow the 
film showings. 

Shadows of Liberty reveals the extraordinary 
truth behind the news media: censorship, 
cover-ups and corporate control. Filmmaker 
Jean-Philippe Tremblay takes an intrepid 
journey through the darker corridors of the 
American media landscape, where global 
conglomerates call the shots. For decades, their 
overwhelming influence has distorted news 
journalism and compromised its values.   

In highly revealing stories, renowned 
journalists, activists and academics give insider 
accounts of a broken media system. 
Controversial news reports are suppressed, 
people are censored for speaking out, and lives 
are shattered as the arena for public expression 
is turned into a private profit zone. Tracing the 
story of media manipulation through the years, 
Shadows of Liberty poses a crucial question: 
why have we let a handful of powerful 
corporations write the news? 

RSVP to join the Santa Fe Screening! 

RSVP for the Albuquerque Event! 

We look forward to seeing you at the screenings! 

Thank you for your dedication to democracy, 

Viki Harrison, Executive Director, 

and the entire Common Cause New Mexico team 

                           !!
                           Reading/Arts Corner!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
From New Mexico Mercury!
Read entire article here.

Tom Solomon!
April 19 at 8:57am · Albuquerque, NM!! !

On Thursday, eight Democrats 
opposing the TPP met with Sen. 
Tom Udall's staff urging a 'no' 
vote on fast track and the TPP. 
Sally-Alice Thompson then 
sang a great tune for him, "The 
TPP is Coming to Town", which 

Field Rep Bill Woldman wanted 
recorded so he could play if for the Senator. Here 
it is, and bless you Sally-Alice.!!
The TPP is Coming to Town - Sally-Alice 
Thompson 
Watch on YouTube!

http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=KI9WLqF7hrZXEdGjHPLDGQ
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=oJnQ1hKrNzs2Y3FznoDhBQ
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=wEpo8m_mGb1x4yi2ZYxBNg
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=sQLDCns7NHEzxKSBhQl2WQ
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=EczaHt6UblIxqzvFEuvJdw
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=97kAvEchvdu2IOPpHnpYdA
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=KI9WLqF7hrZXEdGjHPLDGQ
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=oJnQ1hKrNzs2Y3FznoDhBQ
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=wEpo8m_mGb1x4yi2ZYxBNg
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=sQLDCns7NHEzxKSBhQl2WQ
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=EczaHt6UblIxqzvFEuvJdw
http://act-nm.commoncause.org/site/R?i=97kAvEchvdu2IOPpHnpYdA
https://www.facebook.com/tom.solomon.5?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/315616588479851/permalink/888723211169183/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Albuquerque-New-Mexico/108161062545219
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiymHUuyyXc&feature=youtu.be
http://newmexicomercury.com/blog/comments/the_one_book_naomi_kleins_this_changes_everything
http://newmexicomercury.com/blog/comments/the_one_book_naomi_kleins_this_changes_everything
https://www.facebook.com/tom.solomon.5?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/315616588479851/permalink/888723211169183/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Albuquerque-New-Mexico/108161062545219
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiymHUuyyXc&feature=youtu.be

