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!
Reading/Arts Nook!!
All the Presidents’ Bankers by Nomi 

Prins!!
I know it came out almost exactly a year ago but with 
Hillary Clinton’s announcement for the Presidency, I 
thought this book might be timely……LS!!
!
The Nation Magazine was 150 years 
old last month. It is the oldest 
continuously published weekly 
magazine in the county. The 
anniversary edition can be ordered 
here along with a 6-month 
subscription for a total cost of $15.00.  
Many of you may know that The Nation began as a 
Republican publication but was taken over by 
progressives and has survived for one and one-half 
centuries.  There must be a cause for hope in that fact, 
which is why I’m promoting it.  This edition is full of 
history and reprints of articles by the most important 
thinkers of the last 150 years.  LS!!
The great documentary on climate denial is 
here next Friday!!!
"Merchants of Doubt" is an entertaining exposé of 
corporate-sponsored misinformation!
Century 14 Downtown Albuquerque (corner of 1st 
and Central SW)!
Free Parking with validation -- enter at 2nd and 
Gold!!
Showtimes: !
11:55 AM, 2:20 PM, 4:45 PM, 7:10 PM, and 
(weekends) 9:35 PM!!!

PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA 
CENTRAL NM CHAPTER 

WEEKLY DIGEST - April 15, 2015 

www.pdamerica.org   Facebook                                                                                             !

Drawing by a child 
detained in Karnes 
County. (not a link)

America’s Shame - Immigration Detention Centers!
It’s all about profit.!!

Kathleen O’Malley is volunteering with an organization, the NM 
Faith Coalition for Immigrant Rights, that has been working for 

immigrations reform and more currently has been involved 
with federal detention centers.  Women and their children are 

being held for months in poor conditions in these centers, 
waiting to be bonded out and/or have hearings to obtain 

asylum.  The majority of the women legally deserve 
classification as refuges under both US law and international 

law and should never have been incarcerated in the first place.  
These articles will give you some descriptions of the 

conditions under which they are being held.  We encourage 
you to write our congresspeople and request the family 

detentions centers be closed.!!
Mothers Vow to Renew Hunger Strike at Private Immigrant-

Family Prison in Texas (read here)!!
Mothers held at Texas detention centre go on hunger strike to 

demand release.  (read here)!!
Why Mothers are on Strike at Karnes Immigrant Detention 

Center (read here)!!

!
DEMOCRACY NOW!!
Watch the report on the horrific 
conditions of the!
detention centers and the 
current hunger strike  on 
Democracy Now here. 

Read the 
monthly  PDA Letter Drop sample 

letter to our Representatives and Senators 
on pages 6,7 in honor of Earth Day.  We visit the 

offices during the third week of each month.  
We welcome you to  join us on 

these visits.

In honor of tax day, read Mother Jones’ “It’s the 
Inequality, Stupid!” here

http://www.democracynow.org/blog/2015/4/14/immigrant_mothers_in_detention_launch_second
http://www.democracynow.org/blog/2015/4/14/immigrant_mothers_in_detention_launch_second
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/06601/apps/ANNIVERSARY2?ikey=I%2A%2AEMA&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=150-Anniversary-Promo&utm_campaign=Anniversary%20Promo%20Sub%20Ask
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/06601/apps/ANNIVERSARY2?ikey=I%2A%2AEMA&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=150-Anniversary-Promo&utm_campaign=Anniversary%20Promo%20Sub%20Ask
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/30135-mothers-vow-to-renew-hunger-strike-at-private-texas-immigrant-family-prison
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/apr/01/mothers-texas-karnes-detention-center-hunger-strike
http://colorlines.com/archives/2015/03/why_mothers_are_on_strike_at_karnes_immigrant_detention_center.html
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/income-inequality-in-america-chart-graph
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/02/income-inequality-in-america-chart-graph
http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027
http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/30135-mothers-vow-to-renew-hunger-strike-at-private-texas-immigrant-family-prison
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/apr/01/mothers-texas-karnes-detention-center-hunger-strike
http://colorlines.com/archives/2015/03/why_mothers_are_on_strike_at_karnes_immigrant_detention_center.html
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From the Albuquerque Journal to the Washington 
Post, voters read that our government is broken. 
Partisan finger-pointing, money in politics, and voter 
distrust all contribute to a growing culture of 
negativity around politics. Is it possible to re-create a 
positive, productive political environment? How can 
our state foster a true spirit of collaboration among 
our elected leaders, while honoring authentic 
differences of opinion or priority? And what will it 
take to rekindle voter trust in our democratic 
process? To answer these questions, New 
Mexico First will host its 2015 First Forum: 
Gridlock or Good Government? 

Former ABC journalist Sam Donaldson will moderate 
the discussion. Speakers include NM Representative 
Ken Martinez (D), NM House Majority Leader Nate 
Gentry (R), NM Senate President Pro Tempore Mary 
Kay Papen (D), and NM Senate Minority Leader 
Stuart Ingle (R). 

 
Spirit of Bipartisanship Awards  
In addition to the Gridlock or Good 
Government discussion, we will honor New Mexico 
community leaders and lawmakers who have proven 
their ability to put good policy above partisan 
politics. A series of awards will be given to respected 
community leaders and lawmakers of both parties. 

Click Here to Register Today!  !
First Forum 2015  
Date: 25-June-2015  
Reception: 6:00 pm  
Program: 7-8:30 pm  
Location: National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701 

TOWN HALL MEETING!!
Friends, Neighbors, Colegas, Land Grant & Social Justice Allies: !
It is that time again to partake in our annual Hotel Blue Post 
Session Town Hall meeting sponsored by Senator Jerry Ortiz y 
Pino and co-sponsored by myself (Rep Miguel P Garcia), Rep 
Gail Chasey, Rep Javier Martinez, and Rep Andres Romero. Our 
guest panelist will be former representative Rick Miera.  !
The Town Hall will start promptly at 1pm Sunday April 19 at the 
Hotel Blue located at the corner of Central and 8th Street-- across 
from Robinson Park. Our legislative panel will reflect on the 2015 
60 Day Legislative Session which ended on March 21. Of special 
note will be the anti-middle class, anti-working families, anti-
children, anti-elderly, and anti-immigrant agenda pushed by the 
House Republicans who find themselves in the majority, 37-33. !
Bring a family member, neighbor, or friend who has never 
attended our Hotel Blue Town Hall's-- they are very high powered 
and exiting. !
Su Mas Atento Servidor, 
State Rep Miguel P Garcia 
450-2455

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP!!
Lisa Franzen has developed a very inclusive 
report on the results of the 2015 Legislative 

session.  Please email Lisa if you would like an 
electronic copy.  geolisafranzen@aol.com

http://nmfirst.org/events/first-forum-2015
mailto:geolisafranzen@aol.com
http://nmfirst.org/events/first-forum-2015
mailto:geolisafranzen@aol.com
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Don't Delay, Stand Up For Kids Comedy Show is Only 8 Days Away! !
Featuring: 

Scotty Goff: Comedian, author, actor, and radio personality who has headlined 
in major comedy venues from New York to Laughlin and Jackson to Fargo and all 
points in between.  He’s the producer and performer of his own comedy CD, The 
Junk Drawer in My Head. 

!
Eric Griego: Writer, comedian, singer/songwriter, and recovering elected 
official.  He has toured with Steven Michael Quezada and Carlos Mencia, 
performed at the LA Improv and appeared on Que Locos on Univision and 
Galavision. 

!
Mary Byrd: Was voted “Top Six Comedians” in 2014 by readers of Albuquerque 
The Magazine and was a finalist in the New Mexico’s CW/ My50-TV Great 
Southwest Laugh-Off in 2008.  She’s a soft-spoken software consultant and 
educator by day and eclectic comedian by night. 

!
Matt Peterson: Quick on his feet with a fun demeanor, he was voted twice as 
one of Albuquerque’s best comedians in the Weekly Alibi’s Best of Burque (2007 
and 2014) and has opened for Steven Michael Quezada and Doug Stanhope. 

!
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Rusty Rutherford: Noted for his twisted comedy, he is said to have more energy 
than a high school cheering squad.  He has performed at the Montreal Fringe 
Festival, the Annoyance Theater in Chicago and on NBC’s Last Comic Standing. 

!
Damien Flores: Named poet of the year in 2007 & 2008 by NM Hispano 
Entertainers Association and host of KNME’s Spoken Word Hour; is best known 
as a member of the ABQ Poetry Slam Team and was a member of the National 
Champion UNM Loboslam Teams, and is also a four-time ABQSlams City 
Champion. 

!
Working Classroom: A multi-ethnic, intergenerational community of student and 
professional artists, writers, actors and directors with a conscious commitment to supporting 
new and diverse voices and visions in the arts. 

Special Surpise - Roundhouse Players: Get ready to see “La Politica” in action as you’ve 
never seen it before! 

!
Emceed by Joseph West: Graduate of Chicago’s Second City Player’s 
Workshop, theater & television actor, and comedian in his own right. 

!
!
Seating is limited! Lots of entertainment for the price of a donation... and lucky you, no 
donation is too small or too large! 

Reserve your seat(s) here! We look forward to laughing with you on April 23rd! 

  

!
625 Silver Ave. SW, Suite 195, Albuquerque, NM 87102 

Reply   |   Facebook   |   Donate Now 
Privacy Policy  |  Email Preferences 

New Mexico Voices for Children © 2012 
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http://donate.nmvoices.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fdonate.nmvoices.org%2fstandup&srcid=1423&srctid=1&erid=579752&trid=559eb9d8-27b0-4a0c-8bfb-d4b03f8b931e
mailto:jfulton@nmvoices.org
http://donate.nmvoices.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fpages%2fNew-Mexico-Voices-for-Children%2f276656699137&srcid=1423&srctid=1&erid=579752&trid=559eb9d8-27b0-4a0c-8bfb-d4b03f8b931e
http://donate.nmvoices.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdonate.nmvoices.org&srcid=1423&srctid=1&erid=579752&trid=559eb9d8-27b0-4a0c-8bfb-d4b03f8b931e
http://donate.nmvoices.org/page.aspx?pid=294&srctid=1&erid=579752&trid=559eb9d8-27b0-4a0c-8bfb-d4b03f8b931e
http://donate.nmvoices.org/page.aspx?pid=293&srctid=1&erid=579752&trid=559eb9d8-27b0-4a0c-8bfb-d4b03f8b931e
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We Need a Candidate for the People, Not Wall Street 

!
! !!!

PDA Supporter Dave Kelly with Sen. Bernie Sanders and me 
  

Donate online now to ensure a meaningful, substantive primary 

!!
In his April 12th article for The Nation, John Nichols nails something we've been saying for a 
year: The next president of the United States can't just talk about their concerns for the 
99%. We need a leader who has concrete plans for taking on the 1%--someone who's 
dedicated his or her career to confronting Wall Street and multinational corporations.  
 
That leader is Senator Bernie Sanders. His 12 Point Plan maps the way to an economy that 
works for everyone, not just the elite. It's nothing less than a comprehensive call for a new, 
populist / progressive movement! Donate online by card or check. Money tight? Then you can 
volunteer for Team Bernie now! 

While much of the American media are focused on Elizabeth Warren as a possible candidate, 
she repeatedly has said she will not run. Bernie hasn't ruled out running for president, and he 
promises he would never run as a "spoiler." 

The Run Bernie Run Campaign is big and growing! 

We've built a network of activists in more than 700 cities and towns across the country. 
Already, they're working to increase grassroots support for Bernie. Will you join the 
movement urging Bernie Sanders to run as a Democrat? Donate online by card or check. 
Money tight? Then you can volunteer for Team Bernie now!  
 
We've stood with Bernie as he fired up crowds from New Hampshire to Iowa to California. 
We consider him the most influential, most populist, and most progressive candidate on the 
presidential campaign landscape. Will you join this movement to remake American politics? 
 
In solidarity, 
 
Conor Boylan 
PDA Executive Director 
 
PS: For more information, read John Nichols' article here. And please donate online by card 
or check and/or volunteer for Team Bernie now! 

!
Paid for by Progressive Democrats of America (http://www.pdamerica.org) 

Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee !
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 !
To: The Honorable Ben Ray Luján (or Michelle Lujan Grisham) 
From: Constituents of Congressional District 3 
  
April 15, 2015 
  
As your constituents in CD3, we call on you to join with us celebrating Earth Day by cosponsoring the 
following legislation to protect the environment, if you haven’t already. Also, to vote against trade 
promotion authority (TPA) aka “fast track” or “smart track,” the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), 
and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP)—votes are expected at any time. 
We support fair trade, but these deals put special interests over the needs of Americans. The TPP has 29 
chapters, but only 5 pertain to trade. Similar deals have cost us countless jobs, increased our trade 
deficit, and undermined protections for our environment and communities. These deals are bigger and 
worse. Good deals stand up to public scrutiny. Bad deals need secrecy and “fast track” / TPA to pass. 
Please do all you can to protect American families. Vote against TPA and these unfair “trade” deals. !
Contact Rep. Jim McDermott at (202)-225-3106 to cosponsor H.R. 972: the Managed Carbon Price Act 
of 2015. Rep. McDermott said, “The evidence is crystal clear that climate change is real and already 
wreaking irreparable harm to our planet. With 2014 registering as the hottest year on record, it’s time that 
Congress gets serious about protecting our planet’s future by curbing carbon emissions that are polluting 
our air, warming our oceans, and creating destructive weather patterns across the globe. [This is] a 
commonsense proposal to responsibly reduce carbon emissions and incentivize American businesses to 
transition to a clean energy economy, while protecting American consumers and middle class families.” !
Contact Rep. Mark Pocan at (202)-225-2906 to be an original cosponsor of The Protect our Public 
Lands Act, (bill number pending) re: hydraulic fracturing (fracking). Rep. Pocan said, “Federal lands 
should be preserved for the public good…. There are serious safety concerns around fracking, and it 
should not be allowed on our pristine public lands specifically set aside for conservation.” !
Cosponsor the “Frack Pack” bills to protect our health, safety, and resources by closing loopholes in 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Clean Air Act. These bills would hold oil and 
gas companies to the same standards as everyone else, and protect public lands and watersheds. !
Contact Rep. Matt Cartwright at (202)-225-5546 to cosponsor H.R. 1460: the Focused Reduction of 
Effluence and Stormwater runoff through Hydrofracking Environmental Regulation (FRESHER) Act. This 
would close loopholes in the Clean Water Act, and study effects of fracking on public health and water. !
Contact Rep. Diana DeGette at (202)-225-4431 to cosponsor H.R. 1482: the Fracturing Responsibility 
and Awareness of Chemicals (FRAC) Act, to close loopholes in the Safe Drinking Water Act. !
Contact Rep. Jared Polis at (202)-225-2161 to cosponsor H.R. 1548: the Bringing Reductions to 
Energy’s Airborne Toxic Health Effects (BREATHE) Act, to close loopholes in the Clean Air Act. !
Contact Rep. Jan Schakowsky at (202)-225-2111 to cosponsor H.R. 1515: the Safe Hydration is an 
American Right in Energy Development (SHARED) Act to require industry testing on the impacts of 
fracking on water sources near such operations, and the public disclosure of the test results. !
Please contact us if you have any questions. We look forward to engaging you on these and other issues. 
 !
Sincerely, 
  
Progressive Democrats of America Central New Mexico Chapter 
Contact:  Paul Stokes, 505-898-1237, stokescorrales@comcast.net !
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To: The Honorable Tom Udall (or Martin Heinrich) 
From: Constituents of New Mexico 
April 15, 2015 
  
Dear Senator Udall, 
  
As your constituents in New Mexico, we call on you to join with us celebrating Earth Day by sponsoring 
legislation to protect the environment. Also, to filibuster and vote against trade promotion authority 
(TPA) aka “fast track” or “smart track,” the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), and the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). Votes are expected at any time. !
TPA would amount to a “nuclear option,” taking away your right to debate and deliberate the merits of 
“trade” agreements. We support fair trade, but these deals put special interests over the needs of 
Americans. The TPP has 29 chapters, but only 5 pertain to trade. Similar deals have cost us countless 
jobs, increased our trade deficit, and undermined protections for our environment and communities. 
These deals are bigger and worse. Good deals stand up to public scrutiny. Only bad deals need secrecy 
and “fast track” / TPA to pass. Please do all you can to protect American families. Filibuster and vote 
against TPA and these unfair “trade” deals. !
Please contact Sen. Bob Casey at (202) 224-6324 to cosponsor S. 785: the Fracturing Responsibility and 
Awareness of Chemicals (FRAC) Act. !
Please sponsor companion legislation to H.R. 972: the Managed Carbon Price Act. House sponsor Rep. 
McDermott said, “The evidence is crystal clear that climate change is real and already wreaking 
irreparable harm to our planet. With 2014 registering as the hottest year on record, it’s time that Congress 
gets serious about protecting our planet’s future by curbing carbon emissions that are polluting our air, 
warming our oceans, and creating destructive weather patterns across the globe.” We need you to take 
leadership on this critical threat. !
Please sponsor companion legislation to The Protect our Public Lands Act, (bill number pending) re: 
hydraulic fracturing (fracking). House sponsor Rep. Pocan said, “Federal lands should be preserved for 
the public good…. There are serious safety concerns around fracking, and it should not be allowed on our 
pristine public lands specifically set aside for conservation.” !
Please sponsor companion legislation to protect our health, safety, environment, and natural resources 
by closing loopholes in the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Clean Air Act; and to 
require testing, disclosure, and other regulation of fracking including: H.R. 1460: the Focused Reduction 
of Effluence and Stormwater runoff through Hydrofracking Environmental Regulation (FRESHER) Act; 
H.R. 1515: the Safe Hydration is an American Right in Energy Development (SHARED) Act; and H.R. 
1548: the Bringing Reductions to Energy’s Airborne Toxic Health Effects (BREATHE) Act. !
Please contact us if you have any questions. We look forward to engaging you on these issues. !
Sincerely, 
  
Progressive Democrats of America Central New Mexico Chapter 
Contact:  Paul Stokes, 505-898-1237, stokescorrales@comcast.net 

!
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!
ALBUQUERQUE EARTH DAY CELEBRATIONS	

Lots going on.  Read the entire list of events here.	


!
!
	


Celebrate the Earth Festival	

When: April 27, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Where: La Montanita Coop, 3500 Central SE (on Silver between 
Carlisle and Tulane)

The Co-op’s Celebrate the Earth festival is a great way to spend 
a day. There will be information booths, ongoing entertainment, 
music, dancing, face painting and other fun activities for kids. 
And there will be the same jam packed booths that have 
information such as  where to buy biodiesel. Call (505) 217-2027 
for more information. More 
!

!



!
Open Space Recycled Art Fair

When: April 26 & 27, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Where: Open Space Visitor Center, 6500 Coors Blvd. NW 
Celebrate Earth Day at the Open Space Visitor Center, where 
every day is Earth Day. The Open Space annual Recycled Art 
Fair features artists who transform used objects into works of art. 
There will be make and take craft projects, kids activities, music, 
food and more. Learn about the Bosque conservation project. 
For information, call 897-8831. More »
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http://albuquerque.about.com/od/attractions/tp/EarthDayEvents.htm
http://www.lamontanita.coop/
http://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/events/recycled-art-fair

