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PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA 
CENTRAL NM CHAPTER 

WEEKLY DIGEST - March 13, 2014 

www.pdamerica.org   Facebook       You can follow the progress of the bills we 
are tracking at https:// pdacnm.wordpress.com  

ProgressNow sums it up quite well - the 
difference between Democrats and Republicans. !"
“As the 2015 legislative session marches on, economic 
issues are playing a major role. The contrast between 
conservative and progressive principles regarding 
economic development can be seen in numerous bills. 
Progressives have introduced legislation to raise the 
minimum wage, increase job training programs, increase 
teacher salaries, increase tax credits for working families, 
cap predatory loan interest rates, and create more tax 
fairness throughout the state (among many others). (By 
the way, every one of those bills has met fierce resistance 
from conservatives in the legislature.) 
Conservatives have focused (predictably) on bills that 
reflect their you’re-on-your-own economic ideology, 
leaving working families out to dry in favor of bolstering 
the profits of special interests and big out-of-state 
corporations. Reducing unemployment insurance benefits, 
resisting minimum wage increases, making it harder for 
disabled workers to receive compensation, anti-worker 
“right-to-work” bills, and reducing corporate income tax 
rates have all been conservative hallmarks during this 
session.” 

Pre-Emption bills from ProgressNow - ALEC has 
been very busy in NM this session !
“What is preemption and why is Nate Gentry obsessed 
with it?”!"
“You may have heard the word “preemption” floating around the 
world of New Mexico politics lately like an annoying gnat you 
can’t quite see but won’t seem to leave you alone."
Specifically, new Republican House Majority Leader Nate 
Gentry is carrying two preemption bills this session – 
one to prevent municipalities and counties from enforcing oil & 
gas laws and another to prevent local authorities from raising the 
minimum wage. 
Why the sudden push for preemption? And what are the 
consequences? 

Rep. Nate Gentry  
Minimum Wage Preemption – HB 498 
The thrust of this bill “would remove local authority to enact a 
minimum wage that is higher than the state minimum wage.” 
Proponents claim that the fact that there are differences in 
minimum wage rates across the state (Santa Fe has a higher 
minimum wage than the state mandates, for example) make it 
too complicated for businesses to figure out. 
(Never mind the fact that it would take you all of 5 minutes to 
figure out the different rates – there aren’t that many of them 
and there are plenty of resources available to help.) 
What’s really behind Gentry’s push is much more sinister and 
part of the ALEC agenda to infuse failed conservative 
policies into all levels of state and local government. 
(We previously outed Rep. Gentry as an ALEC member. Here’s 
the ALEC model bill his is based on.)” Read the rest of the story 
from ProgressNow here. 

The State of Our State!
The 2015 Legislative Session has less than 1 1/2 weeks to go. Our front page features reports from ProgressNow 
who has been on the spot every day.  If the news is depressing and you wonder where are the Democrats, please 
read this article about a new Democratic strategy.  Have you heard of SIX (State Innovation Exchange)? !
 “In the same way that conservatives 30 years ago decided to put money and investment in the states and are now 
seeing the benefits of that – with the largest number of chambers in their control since the 1920s and their ability 
to move legislation – we hope that this is the beginning of a similar movement for progressives in the states, 
where we are able to advance progressive legislation and also build a farm team of the next generation of 
leaders,” said SiX’s founder and executive director Nick Rathod.  Read more here.!

Please read our PDA 
Educate Congress letters on 

Pages 5 & 6 and let us add your 
name .

2015 Legislative Session

And then, of course, 
there are the US Senate 
Republicans.  The New 

York Times editorial 
states what much of the 

country is thinking. HERE 

Mike Peters, cartoonist

http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/03/white-house-elizabeth-warren-reach-out-to-state-governments-115782.html
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/firs/HB0498.PDF
http://www.scribd.com/doc/203136414/ProgressNowNM-Citizen-Guide-to-the-Issues-ALEC-Report
http://www.alec.org/model-legislation/living-wage-mandate-preemption-act/
https://progressnownm.wordpress.com/2015/03/12/what-is-pre-emption-and-why-is-nate-gentry-obsessed-with-it/
http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/12/opinion/republican-idiocy-on-iran.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/12/opinion/republican-idiocy-on-iran.html?_r=1
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/firs/HB0498.PDF
http://www.scribd.com/doc/203136414/ProgressNowNM-Citizen-Guide-to-the-Issues-ALEC-Report
http://www.alec.org/model-legislation/living-wage-mandate-preemption-act/
https://progressnownm.wordpress.com/2015/03/12/what-is-pre-emption-and-why-is-nate-gentry-obsessed-with-it/
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/03/white-house-elizabeth-warren-reach-out-to-state-governments-115782.html
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Congratulations to Sally Alice 
Thompson who has been 

awarded the Doloris Huerta Si Se 
Puede award by the Recuerda a 

Cesar Chavez Planning Comittee.  
The award will be presented to 
Sally Alice at the 22nd Annual 

César Chávez Day ceremonies at 
the NHCC on March 28.  
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 ****RALLY AT THE ROUNDHOUSE!!!! ****RALLY AT THE ROUNDHOUSE!!!! 
Calling ALL Medical and Medical Staff Union Workers!!! 

Join your fellow co-workers for a rally in support of ALL Nurses, Doctors and 
Medical Staff in regards to Safe Staffing, Home Care Workers and Celebrate 

Medicare’s 50th Birthday! 
  When: March 16th 12pm-2pm  Lunch will be served at no charge 
   Where: East Side of the Roundhouse, 490 Old Santa Fe Tr. Santa Fe NM 87501 

     

   

     -     
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""
To: The Honorable [Congressperson’s Full Name]"
From: Constituents of [Congressional District]"
February 18, 2015"
 "
Dear Representative [Last Name],"
 "
As active voters in [District __], we ask you to join with us supporting diplomacy and peace by 
cosponsoring H.J.Res. 30: “To require a strategy and report to counter the Islamic State in Iraq 
and the Levant,” and by opposing and voting against legislation that could increase the risk of 
war. We also urge you to vote against trade promotion authority (TPA), and to vote against the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). ""
Delicate multinational negotiations on Iran are currently underway. Should these talks fail, our 
international prestige and national security would suffer. Partisanship should end at the water’s 
edge. We should pull together for peace. We understand that 47 Republican Senators have 
recklessly gone behind President Obama’s back. Please step back from such rash and reckless 
policies, including any bill that would let Congress veto a diplomatic solution with Iran, that 
would prevent lifting of current sanctions in return for real progress, or impose new sanctions.""
War in Iraq caused the current crisis. We need a new policy. Support the comprehensive effort 
to defeat ISIL. Please contact Rep. Barbara Lee’s office at (202)-225-2661 to cosponsor 
H.J.Res. 30. Rep. Lee said, “As we work to degrade and dismantle ISIL, we must be 
comprehensive in our strategy. National security experts have clearly stated that there is no 
military solution to ISIL. In order to ultimately degrade and dismantle ISIL, we must craft a 
robust regionally-led, political, economic and diplomatic strategy.” ""
Please vote against TPA / “fast track”, and against the TPP and the TTIP. We support fair trade, 
however we have learned the TPP and TTIP go far beyond trade and tariffs. Like similar deals, 
they would eliminate good American jobs. The TPP has 29 chapters, but only 5 pertain to trade. 
The rest would override our rights to determine our labor, environmental, consumer, and other 
policies, and put special interests over the needs of American small businesses and families. ""
Rather than promote fair trade and lower barriers, these deals would elevate corporations to the 
status of sovereign nations. Rarely-used TPA may be introduced soon, to severely limit House 
oversight. Good deals aren’t cloaked in secrecy. Only bad deals need  “fast track” for passage."
We look forward to engaging you on these and other issues in the future.""
Sincerely,"
 "
 "
[ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER]"
[CHAPTER NAME]" ""
To: The Honorable [Senator’s Full Name]"
From: Constituents of [State]"
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The following two letters will be delivered to the offices of our Senators and Representatives next week.



March 19, 2015"
 "
Dear Senator [Last Name],""
As active voters in [State], we ask you to join with us supporting diplomacy and peace by 
filibustering and voting against legislation that could increase the risk of war including the Corker 
bill (S. 615) and the Kirk-Menendez bill (S. 1881). We also urge you to vote against trade 
promotion authority (TPA), and to vote against the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). "
Delicate multinational negotiations on Iran are currently underway. Should these talks fail, our 
international prestige and national security would suffer. Partisanship should end at the water’s 
edge. We should pull together for peace. We understand that 47 Republican Senators have 
recklessly gone behind President Obama’s back. Please step back from such rash and reckless 
policies, including any bill that would let Congress veto a diplomatic solution with Iran, that 
would prevent lifting of current sanctions in return for real progress, or impose new sanctions.   "
We urge you to filibuster and vote against Trade Promotion Authority (TPA), also called “fast 
track”, and we also urge you to filibuster and vote against the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). We support fair trade, and 
understand these deals are not yet finalized. However, we have learned troubling facts about 
them. Legislation for rarely used TPA may be introduced soon, seeking to severely limit Senate 
deliberations. This is unacceptable, because the TPP and TTIP would cover areas of policy, far 
beyond trade and tariffs, affecting American policy for several decades. "
Rather than lower barriers—i.e. promote fair trade—or help create good American jobs, these 
secretly-negotiated deals would elevate corporations to the status of sovereign nations. The 
TPP has 29 chapters, but only 5 pertain to trade. Good deals aren’t hidden from public view or 
Senate oversight, and don’t need gimmicks like “fast track” to gain passage. The TPP and TTIP 
would accelerate the “race to the bottom” begun and locked in by past expansive and unfair 
commercial deals that led to exploding U.S. trade deficits, killed jobs, and forced down wages 
and benefits. Protect American families and promote our small businesses by demanding full 
committee consideration and debate on the TPP and TTIP. Please oppose, vote against, and 
filibuster “fast track” trade authority (TPA) for the TTP and TTIP commercial deals.   "
Thank you for your consideration. "
 "
Sincerely,"
 "
 "
[ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER]"
[CHAPTER NAME]""
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Dear Paul,  
 
Last week I emailed you about ways to keep the momentum moving forward and I am excited 
to announce a new endeavor that allows us to keep working on many important issues - 
MaggiePAC."

The 2014 elections saw record low turnout and the rise of many newly elected officials who are 
anti-choice, anti-equality and who do not support protecting and strengthening voting rights. 
MaggiePAC will seek to reverse these trends by engaging, motivating and mobilizing women in 
public service to run for higher office. 

 With many outstanding organizations already working to encourage and support women 
running for their first offices, we know there's no reason to reinvent the wheel. That's why 
MaggiePAC specifically targets those women already in public service who wish to "make the 
jump" to higher office, including Statewide and Federal seats, to affect change in public policy. 
 
The challenges that candidates face - especially women - when making the jump from local or 
down-ballot office to statewide or Federal office can be daunting.  Early mistakes in building 
campaigns can be costly down the line. 
 
Become a founding member of MaggiePAC today by visiting our website 
(http://www.maggiepac.com) and making a contribution that will help elect more 
qualified women to higher office.  
 
I believe that by providing early financial support, intensive training and 
ongoing strategic advice throughout the campaign for rising women candidates 
in each election cycle, MaggiePAC can help strong and qualified women "make 
the jump" to higher office. 
 
Thank you again for all of your input and ideas to keep building the 
momentum. I hope you will become a founding member of MaggiePAC and 
work with me to elect more women in New Mexico.  
   
All my best, 
Maggie  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http://www.maggiepac.com
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