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PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA 
CENTRAL NM CHAPTER 

WEEKLY DIGEST - February 14, 2014 

www.pdamerica.org   
                         

facebook 

JOIN PDACNM AND MANY OTHERS FOR MORAL MONDAY AT 
THE ROUNDHOUSE, MONDAY, FEB. 16 @ 11-1.!

(DON'T WANT TO DRIVE? ...THEN click here for a Rail Runner 1/2 price groupon 
Skandera hearing scheduled that morning

PDA 
LETTER 

DROPS NEXT 
WEEK!!!#

Important bill about 
the war powers act, 

opposing yet another 
war.#

Can we add your name to 
the letter?   Sample letters  

can be found on pages 
5,6.##

We will address the letters 
to the appropriate 

legislator.  Please give 
us your CD 

number.PDA press 
release about the 
war powers act 

is on page 
4.

http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027
https://www.groupon.com/biz/albuquerque/new-mexico-rail-runner
https://www.groupon.com/biz/albuquerque/new-mexico-rail-runner
http://www.pdamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027


photo from Alb. Journal:#

#
Gleeful Republican House members, Nate Gentry, Monica Youngblood and James Smith celebrate failing 
8 and 9-year-olds.  No doubt they will also be pumping their fists when they defeat minimum wage bills 
which could help the parents of those kids find the time and resources to devote to their children’s 
success in school.  The difference between Republican bills and Democratic bills - punitive vs. 
compassionate.  Laura##
For Example:#
House passes repeal of immigrant license law 
READ THE STORY ABOUT THE HEARING FROM THE SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN HERE #
And no surprises here: #
HB 390 - LATE-TERM ABORTION BAN  
and 
HB 391 - PARENTAL NOTIFICATION OF ABORTION ACT #
vs: 
From Susan Loubet of the Women’s Agenda #
HB167 Funding for services for human trafficking victims was heard and tabled in House Safety and Civil  Affairs-- All 
the Rs: Reps. Rehm, Baldonado, Tripp, Little, Townsend voting yes-to table (i.e. against the bill)  and all the Ds: 
Reps. Roybal Caballero, Williams Stapleton, Ruiloba, and Romero voting against the tabling motion. The opponents 
argued “that people would pretend to be trafficking victims in order to make use of all the great services.”####
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http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/legislature/house-passes-repeal-of-immigrant-license-law/article_ff846753-6044-59df-822b-d3db45e025ab.html
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?chamber=H&legtype=B&legno=390&year=15
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?chamber=H&legtype=B&legno=391&year=15


 
#
PDA Central NM Invites you to a 

#
RUN BERNIE RUN  

House Party  
in Albuquerque 

#
7117 Ottawa Road NE, Albuquerque 

Two blocks east of Louisiana and north of Candelaria 

#
#

Friday, February 20, 2015 --- 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

#
Join active progressives as we discuss what we need to 

do to get Bernie to come to Albuquerque. 
Listen to a streaming video of Bernie speaking about his 

priorities for a better United States.  #
Support Bernie in his decision to seek the  

Democratic nomination for President!  #
Food, Networking, Organizing 

#
For more information and to RSVP  
call Laura Stokes:  505-328-1767 #
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Progressive Democrats Support New Legislation For Comprehensive Strategy Against ISIL!

Progressive Democrats of America announces support for Congresswoman Lee's and congressman 
Honda's new legislation to establish a comprehensive strategy against ISIL and to stop a new 
American ground war in the Middle East##
Feb. 11, 2015 - WASHINGTON -- Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) is endorsing the 
“Comprehensive Solution to ISIL Resolution” (H.J.RES. 30), introduced on February 10th of 2015 by 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee (CA-13). PDA supporters will deliver 100s of letters to Congressional offices, 
urging Representatives to vote for this resolution, and other progressive priorities next week.##
Progressive Democrats of America National Director Conor Boylan said, "The United States has had large-
scale military involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan for over a decade. What is the result of all of this effort? 
The spreading of terrorism, the death of thousands of Americans, the death of hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis, Afghanis, and others throughout the region; while leaving the Middle East unstable with millions of 
people in refugee camps, loss of trillions of dollars to the U.S. economy, no significant lasting contribution to 
civil society in this region and the potential for an endless cycle of war that could spread to other nations."##
Boylan added, "The time has come for a comprehensive strategy to stop the endless war in the Middle East. 
PDA strongly opposes sacrificing more blood of men and women of the United States Armed Forces through 
a new war in the Middle East. We cannot continue to request life sacrifices of military personnel, aid 
workers, journalists, and others over battles that American ground troops should not have to fight, over 
resources that are not ours to control, and over disagreements that could be handled using diplomacy, 
economics, and politics, rather than bullets and bombs."##
PDA Advisory Board Member Congressman Jim McGovern (MA-02) said, “I am troubled by the 
Administration’s request, which I believe is far too open-ended and does little to constrain this or the next 
Administration from engaging in sustained combat.  We should be doing much more to promote a legitimate 
and lasting political solution in the region.”##
PDA Advisory Board Member Congresswoman Barbara Lee (CA-13) said, “[W]e must be comprehensive in 
our strategy. National security experts have clearly stated that there is no military solution to ISIL. In order to 
ultimately degrade and dismantle ISIL, we must craft a robust regionally-led, political, economic and 
diplomatic strategy.”##
PDA invites all Americans to join the PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA in calling for real and 
lasting solutions to this conflict and to OPPOSE A NEW AMERICAN GROUND WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 
PDA asks all Americans to contact their member of Congress and ask them to cosponsor and vote for H.J. 
RES. 30.##
For more information please see: www.pdamerica.org and visit the Educate Congress page, or contact PDA 
directly at info@pdamerica.org##
Media Contact#
Conor Boylan, Progressive Democrats of America#
206-965-0802#
conor@pdamerica.org##
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 #
To: The Honorable [Congressperson’s Full Name]#
From: Constituents of [Congressional District]#
February 18, 2015 
  
Dear Representative [Last Name], 
  
As active voters in [District __], we ask you to join with us in celebrating Black History Month by 
cosponsoring important legislation, if you haven’t already. We also urge you to vote against 
“Fast Track” trade promotion authority (TPA), and to vote against the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). ##
Please contact Rep. Barbara Lee’s office at (202)-225-2661 to cosponsor H.J.Res. 30: “To 
require a strategy and report to counter the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant.” Rep. Lee said, 
“As we work to degrade and dismantle ISIL, we must be comprehensive in our strategy. 
National security experts have clearly stated that there is no military solution to ISIL…we must 
craft a robust regionally-led, political, economic and diplomatic strategy.”##
Please vote against TPA / “fast track,” the TPP, and the TTIP. We support fair trade, however 
these deals go far beyond trade issues. The TPP has 29 chapters, but only 5 pertain to trade. 
The rest would override our labor, environmental, consumer, and other policies, putting special 
interests over the needs of American small businesses and families. Like similar deals, they 
would eliminate good American jobs. Rather than promote fair trade, they would elevate 
corporations to sovereign nation status. Legislation for rarely-used TPA will be introduced soon. 
Good deals aren’t cloaked in secrecy. Only bad deals need “fast track” gimmicks for passage.##
Please contact Rep. Mark Pocan’s office at (202)-225-2906 to cosponsor H.J.Res. 25: 
“Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States regarding the right to vote.” 
This legislation and resulting amendment would grant U.S. citizens of legal voting age the right 
to vote in any public election held in the jurisdiction in which the citizen resides.##
Please contact Del. Eleanor Norton’s office at (202)-225-8050 to cosponsor H.R. 317: “the New 
Columbia Admission Act.” This legislation sets forth procedures for admission into the U.S. of 
the state of New Columbia, providing full representation for the residents of Washington, D.C.##
Please contact Rep. John Conyers’s office at (202)-225-5126 to cosponsor H.R. 676: “To 
provide for comprehensive health insurance coverage for all United States residents, improved 
health care delivery, and for other purposes.” This legislation would fix flaws in our healthcare 
system, improving healthcare outcomes, saving lives and money for businesses and taxpayers.##
We look forward to engaging you on these and other issues in the future.##
Sincerely, 
 #
  
[ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER]#
[CHAPTER NAME]� #5#
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 #
To: The Honorable [Senator’s Full Name]#
From: Constituents of [State]#
February 18, 2015 
  
Dear Senator [Last Name], 
  
As active voters in [State], we urge you to filibuster against Trade Promotion Authority (TPA), 
also called “fast track.” We also urge you to filibuster against the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). We support fair trade, 
and understand these deals are not yet finalized. However, we have learned troubling facts 
about them. Legislation for rarely-used TPA may be introduced soon, seeking to severely limit 
Senate deliberations. This is unacceptable, because the TPP and TTIP would cover areas of 
policy, far beyond trade and tariffs, affecting American policy for several decades. ##
Rather than lower barriers--i.e. promote fair trade--or help create good American jobs, these 
secretly-negotiated deals would elevate corporations to the status of sovereign nations. The 
TPP has 29 chapters, but only 5 pertain to trade. The rest would override Americans’ rights to 
determine our labor, healthcare, environmental, consumer, and other policies--placing special 
interests over the needs of American small businesses and families. Good deals aren’t hidden 
from public view or Senate oversight, and don’t need gimmicks like “fast track” to gain passage.##
The TPP and TTIP would accelerate the “race to the bottom” begun and locked in by past 
expansive and unfair commercial deals like NAFTA and the Korean trade agreement. Those 
deals led to exploding U.S. trade deficits, killed jobs, and forced down wages and benefits. They 
undermined consumer and environmental protections, as well as local, state, and national 
policies enacted to protect American families and promote our small businesses. ##
By expanding special favors for corporations that send U.S. jobs overseas, eliminating food and 
product safety protections, and punishing small businesses, the TPP and TTIP would threaten 
our economy and standard of living. They could ban “Buy American” and similar initiatives. They 
would delay and block generic medications from reaching the market, increasing healthcare 
costs for American families, businesses, and taxpayers. They would also stifle competition, 
innovation, and job creation. There is no evidence these deals would expand trade in ways to 
overcome this inevitable negative impact. Similar deals have actually done the opposite!##
Therefore, we strongly urge you to protect us by demanding full committee mark up and 
expansive debate on the TPP and TTIP. Please oppose, vote against, and filibuster to block 
special “fast track” trade authority (TPA) for the TTP and TTIP commercial deals.##
Thank you for your consideration.  
  
Sincerely, 
 #
  
[ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER]#
[CHAPTER NAME]#
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