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www.pdamerica.org   Facebook                    #
Our next PDA meeting is Wed., Feb. 11 at 7:00 

P.M.at the home of Bob and Maggie 
Greenberg, 745 W. Meadowlark Ln., Corrales 

898-9314!
 !

 Our guest speaker will be Chris Saavedra,organizer 
with the UFCW 1564, United Food and Commercial 
Workers Union, Local 1564.  Chris will be talking 

about Moral Monday and recent Labor  news.!#
 We will be talking about how we can organize a 

group to attend the next Moral Monday which features 
AFT/NEA, standing up for New Mexico’s teachers and 
students.  Come join us at the Roundhouse.  Tickets 

on the Rail Runner will be available for 1/2 price.  
(DON'T WANT TO DRIVE! ...THEN click here for a Rail 

Runner 1/2 price groupon!

Moral Mondays, New Mexico–Style!#
Taking North Carolina as its inspiration, the NMF (NM Federation of 
Labor)L has put together its own Moral Mondays program to run 
during the 2015 state legislature. Because the culture here in New 
Mexico is different from North Carolina's, the issues we're presenting 
reflect our state's own progressive community and its concerns.  
 
Each week, a different organization will take the mic. And each event 
is being professionally produced by IATSE, so there will be all the 
elements you expect in a rally: a stage, sound system, music, food, 
water, and so on.	  
Come out and support your progressive brothers and sisters across 
different organizations each Monday during the 2015 legislative 
session, outside the Roundhouse from 11:30 am to 2 pm. Let's show 
our legislators who we are and what we care about! The schedule: 
 
February 2: Somos un Pueblo Unido (addressing the issue of drivers 
licenses for immigrants) 
February 9: Voices for Children 
February 16:  AFT/NEA 
February 23: IATSE The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees 
March 2: Food Drive/Food Donation and Northern New Mexico CLC  
(with appearance from Santa Fe mayor, Javier Gonzales)  
March 9: Environmentalists  
March 16: ALA/1199 nurses' union collaboration 

Learn about MORAL MONDAYS.#
And if you think NM can’t become  another 

North Carolina, check out some of the bills being 
proposed and passed and the many good bills that 

would help New Mexicans  being tabled.#
Bills on our website here.

read article 
here

Great friend of New Mexico’s children, 
Senator Fred Harris speaking at the Moral 

Monday rally.
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Share via email or on Facebook/Twitter 
Tell a Friend 

Pitch In Now to Support Progress 

 The Tea Baggers in Congress are honing in like drones. Their far-right to-do list includes giving our 
hard-earned money to banksters, and gutting regs put in to prevent another crash. They're rolling back 
protections for women, minorities, working folks, and the environment. They're even sabotaging 
diplomacy and blundering toward another war or two. 
 
That's the bad and the ugly, but there's also the good. Some in Congress take the title "Representative" 
seriously. I'm pleased to say that among the best are my colleagues on Progressive Democrats of 
America's Advisory Board. When it comes to progressive principles, Reps. Barbara Lee, Raul 
Grijalva, Keith Ellison, Jim McGovern, and John Conyers are all among the top seven, according to 
the GovTrack.us report card.  
 
That says a lot about them, and it also says a lot about PDA. Going into their 11th year, Progressive 
Democrats of America is going strong. We don't have the $millions Charles and David funnel to their 
Koch-o-nuts to bankroll bad ideas and steamroll everyday people. But if we step up together, we can 
win. So please step up to help keep PDA working for us! Kick in whatever you can afford now.  
 
I've been with PDA for years. I spoke at the launch of their Healthcare Not Warfare campaign, and at 
their People's Conventions in Denver and Charlotte. I can vouch for PDA. They share my commitment 
to make our government work for all of us. They deliver letters to 100s of Congressional offices every 
month pushing for common sense solutions to our common challenges, and that makes a big 
difference. Now, I'm asking you to help PDA.  
 
PDA is leading the charge for the Equal Rights Amendment, and against the big boondoggle called the 
Keystone XL Pipeline as well as the corporate coup known as the Trans-Pacific Partnership. PDA is 
fighting for economic and social justice, clean and fair elections, healthcare and jobs for all, and for 
ending wars and occupations. If you care about all this as much as I do, please contribute to help 
PDA now!  
 
For Progressive Populism, 
 
Jim Hightower 
PDA Advisory Board 
 
P.S. Keep up with my Hightower Lowdown. Click here for the scoop. #
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There are now 3 bills introduced to the 2015 legislature under which 
the State of NM would take away local self-governance, 

at the behest of oil, gas, mining, coal, and big agribusiness corporations. 

Although	  probably	  originated	  by	  oil	  and	  gas	  lobbyists,	  these	  bills	  would	  place	  all	  these	  industries	  out	  of	  reach	  of	  
local	  government	  and	  above	  the	  health	  and	  safety	  of	  ci9zens. 

**	  PLEASE	  CONTACT	  LEGISLATORS	  NOW	  ** 
***	  	  Forward	  This	  Appeal	  to	  Friends	  and	  	  Concerned	  Ci?zens	  Statewide	  *** 

ANTI-‐LOCAL	  BILLS	  as	  of	  Feb	  7,	  2015: 
SB	  421	  explicitly	  pre-‐empts	  (takes	  away)	  any	  county	  or	  municipal	  health/safety	  powers	  that	  have	  anything	  to	  say	  
about	  oil,	  gas,	  mining	  (including	  gravel),	  coal;	  transporta?on	  of	  these	  materials;	  restora?on	  of	  drilling	  or	  mining	  
sites;	  and	  agricultural	  opera?ons	  (defined	  under	  a	  so-‐called	  Right	  to	  Farm	  Act:	  even	  pollutants	  and	  pes9cides	  
could	  not	  be	  addressed	  by	  local	  government	  .) 
Full	  text	  at:	  	  h+p://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/bills/senate/SB0421.pdf 
HB	  199	  is	  also	  a	  pre-‐emp9on	  bill.	  	  It	  says	  "A	  county	  shall	  not	  adopt	  ordinances	  that	  restrict	  oil	  and	  gas	  ac?vi?es."	  	  
It	  allows	  municipali9es	  to	  do	  so,	  crea9ng	  unequal	  protec9on	  for	  rural	  ci9zens'	  health,	  safety	  and	  welfare.	  	  It	  is	  
solely	  for	  the	  benefit	  of	  the	  oil	  and	  gas	  industry. 
Full	  text	  at:	  h+p://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/bills/house/HB0199.pdf 
SB	  184	  is	  a	  defunding	  bill.	  	  It	  punishes,	  financially,	  any	  local	  government	  for	  exercising	  health	  and	  safety	  powers	  
that	  "increase	  costs	  25%	  or	  more	  for	  extrac9ve	  industry."	  Industries	  placed	  above	  local	  law	  are	  oil	  and	  gas,	  mining	  
(including	  gravel),	  coal,	  and	  geothermal.	  	  Costs	  actually	  born	  by	  taxpayers	  (such	  as	  repairing	  roads	  damaged	  by	  
heavy	  tankers)	  would	  be	  counted	  as	  "increased	  costs"	  because	  industry	  is	  not	  willing	  to	  pay	  their	  true	  costs.	  	  
Alleged	  costs	  would	  be	  decided	  by	  poli9cal	  appointees	  in	  Santa	  Fe,	  so	  rulings	  could	  vary	  wildly	  from	  one	  
administra9on	  to	  the	  next.	  	  There	  is	  no	  provision	  for	  local	  jurisdic9on	  to	  present	  its	  case,	  no	  public	  input,	  no	  
standards	  of	  evidence,	  and	  no	  appeal.	  	  Coun9es	  or	  municipali9es	  blacklisted	  would	  be	  forbidden	  (for	  an	  
unspecified	  period)	  to	  receive	  severance	  tax	  bonds	  (STB),	  even	  bonds	  based	  on	  severance	  from	  minerals	  their	  
region	  actually	  produces. 
Full	  text	  at:	  h+p://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/bills/senate/SB0184.pdf 
PLEASE	  TAKE	  ACTION	  NOW	  	  -‐-‐	  and	  be	  ready	  to	  aVend	  Senate	  hearings	  later	  if	  you	  can: 
**	  	  Call	  or	  e-‐mail	  your	  own	  Senators	  and	  Representa?ves. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Find	  them	  (by	  their	  name,	  by	  district,	  or	  by	  your	  own	  address)	  at:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  hUp://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/
legislator_search.aspx 
***	  	  Call	  or	  e-‐mail	  the	  following	  Senate	  Conserva?on	  CommiVee	  members. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  If	  you	  can't	  contact	  all	  of	  them,	  be	  sure	  to	  contact	  Sens.	  Griego	  and	  Mar9nez:	  #
Sen.	  Peter	  Wirth	  	  	  	  peter.wirth@nmlegis.gov 
Sen.	  Benny	  Shendo	  	  	  benny.shendo@nmlegis.gov 
Sen.	  Joseph	  Cervantes	  	  Joseph@cervanteslawnm.com 
Sen.	  Phil	  Griego	  	  senatorgriego@yahoo.com 
Sen.	  Richard	  Martinez	  	  	  richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov 
Sen.	  William	  Sharer	  	  	  	  bill@williamsharer.com 
Sen.	  William	  Soules	  	  bill.soules@nmlegis.gov 
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From Professor Kim Sorvig, Research Professor in UNM School of Architecture and 
Planning!

(from Laura:  many of you have been following the Mora County ordinance against 
tracking.  No doubt the following bills are designed to thwart such efforts in the future)!

http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/bills/senate/SB0421.pdf
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/bills/house/HB0199.pdf
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/15%20Regular/bills/senate/SB0184.pdf
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator_search.aspx


Sen.	  Pat	  Woods	  	  	  	  pat.woods@nmlegis.gov 
Sen.	  John	  Ryan	  	  	  	  	  john.ryan@nmlegis.gov 
   #
If	  you	  call,	  you	  will	  speak	  to	  a	  staff	  member.	  	  If	  you	  vote	  in	  the	  legislator's	  district,	  say	  so.	  You	  might	  be	  asked	  for	  
your	  phone	  or	  zip-‐code	  (they	  want	  a	  sense	  of	  what	  regions	  oppose	  the	  bill). 
Keep	  it	  short:	  "I'm	  calling	  to	  urge	  Sen/Rep	  ____	  to	  vote	  AGAINST	  any	  bill	  that	  takes	  away	  local	  self-‐government	  to	  
please	  big	  industry.	  	  That	  includes	  SB	  184,	  SB	  421,	  and	  HB	  199." 
If	  the	  staffer	  gives	  you	  more	  9me,	  you	  can	  briefly	  add	  your	  most	  important	  reason	  for	  opposi9on. 

+ 
E-‐mails	  should	  also	  be	  concise.	  	  You	  can	  copy	  +	  paste	  the	  message,	  but	  you	  will	  have	  much	  more	  impact	  if	  
you	  change	  the	  name	  in	  the	  gree9ng	  line	  -‐	  don't	  send	  to	  a	  group.	  	  Be	  sure	  to	  sign	  your	  name. 
Feel	  free	  to	  use	  or	  customize	  this	  example: 
Dear	  Senator	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  : 
I	  am	  wriAng	  to	  urge	  you	  to	  vote	  against	  any	  bill	  that	  takes	  away	  local	  self-‐government	  rights	  to	  please	  big	  oil,	  
mining,	  or	  agribusiness	  corporaAons.	   
·         SB	  421	  would	  put	  oil,	  gas,	  mining,	  and	  agribusiness	  interests	  completely	  above	  the	  reach	  of	  local	  health	  
and	  safety	  ordinances. 
·         HB	  199	  would	  prohibit	  counAes	  from	  in	  any	  way	  "restricAng"	  oil	  and	  gas	  acAviAes. 
·         SB	  184	  would	  financially	  punish	  any	  county	  or	  municipality	  that	  has	  health	  and	  safety	  protecAons	  
considered	  costly	  by	  any	  extracAve	  industry,	  decided	  by	  a	  poliAcized	  and	  non-‐appealable	  process. 
These	  bills	  mark	  an	  onslaught	  against	  ordinary	  New	  Mexicans	  and	  local	  communiAes.	  	  Please	  vote	  against	  these	  
bills	  and	  any	  similar	  ones	  that	  corporate	  lobbyists	  may	  yet	  introduce. 
Thank	  you	  for	  your	  efforts	  for	  our	  community. 
Sincerely, 

8 
Finally,	  if	  you	  have	  not	  done	  so,	  please	  sign	  the	  online	  pe??on,	  and	  forward	  it	  statewide: 
https://www.credomobilize.com/petitions/protect-‐nm-‐s-‐local-‐governments-‐from-‐oil-‐gas-‐deregulation  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We envision a fair & 

inclusive New Mexico.#
ACTION ALERT:!

HOUSE JUDICIARY HEARING TOMORROW ON SO-CALLED 
"RIGHT-TO-WORK"!

HELP US PACK THE ROOM!!!##
WHY: Because LGBT New Mexicans know what it's like to not have employment 

protections;#
Because unions have long-protected LGBT workers;#

And, #SOLIDARITY!##
WHO: Workers and Community Members Against so-called "Right-to-Work"#

 #
WHAT: Testifying at Judiciary Committee Hearing on HB75##

WHEN: Tuesday, February 10th, 12:30 PM##
WHERE: State Capitol, Room 309#

RELATED NEWS: Economic Policy Institute publishes 
comprehensive report on why Right-to-Work is the wrong answer 
and bad for New Mexico's economy.##
�  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PROGRESSNOW NM	

New Mexico's Progressive Headquarters 
▪   

NM Republicans Show True Colors, 
Vote Against 89% of New Mexicans	
#
A stark display of Republican priorities in New Mexico came to the fore today (to the detriment of 
all New Mexicans), as evidenced by two key committee votes. 
Here’s what happened today: 
As Steve Terrell of the Santa Fe New Mexican so concisely put it: 
In a straight-party vote, a bill that would have required more information from lobbyists and the 
people who hire them just stalled in the House Regulatory & Public Affairs Committee. 
That’s right. Republican House members continue to show their true stripes now that they’re in 
the majority and continue their march against transparency and governmental openness by siding 
with special interest lobbyists. 
Rep. Jeff Steinborn’s HB 155 would have done a few supremely common sense things, including: 
▪ Requiring lobbyists to disclose the legislative or administrative issue for which the  

lobbyist is employed 
▪ Requiring expenditure statements and lobbying expense reports to include the  

cumulative total of expenditures incurred by the lobbyist or their employer listed 
by each recipient, indicating the amount spent and a description of the 
expenditure by category 

▪ Lowering from $500 to $100 the amount of aggregate contributions that triggers  
mandatory reporting of identification information for other contributors 

▪ Requiring registration and expenditure statements and lobbying expense reports to  
be posted on the Secretary of State’s website in searchable and downloadable 
formats at least monthly throughout the year and as expeditiously as possible 
when the legislature is in session; 

ALEC Chair (and Chairwoman of House Regulatory of Public Affairs) Rep. Yvette Herrell had this 
to say about the Republican decision: 
Committee Chairwoman Yvette Herrell, R-Alamogordo, said the bill was asking for “too much 
information.” 
If that quote doesn’t sum up exactly how Republicans view governmental transparency and the 
influence of special interests on our democracy, I don’t know what does. 
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The other bill killed by corporate conservatism today was Rep. Miguel Garcia’s HB 137, which 
would have given a much-needed tax break to working families and created two new tax brackets 
for high-income earners. 
Basically, under Rep. Garica’s bill, the vast majority of working families would have gotten a tax 
cut and the rich would have to pay a little more. The bill was revenue neutral and simply changed 
the personal income tax rates. 
Every Republican on the committee – Reps. Yvette Herrell, Jim Smith, Nora Espinoza, and Bob 
Wooley – voted against it. Every Democrat – Reps. Patricia Roybal-Caballero, Debbie Armstrong, 
Wonda Johnson – voted for it. 
Of note in all this is how New Mexico voters actually feel about tax rates and lobbyist disclosures 
(not that the NM GOP seems to care much at all about that). 
For example, a recent poll commissioned by Common Cause NM found that 89% of voters think it 
is a good idea to require lobbyists to make public the bills and issues they have been hired to 
lobby on. Further, 64% of voters say New Mexico’s elected officials are more responsive to 
lobbyists than voters; only 19% say they are more responsive to voters. Hmm, I wonder where 
voters might get such ideas? 
The Center for Civic Policy also released results of a recently commissioned poll today that shows 
where New Mexico voters actually stand on these common sense issues: 
A majority (55%) say their incomes are falling behind the cost of living. Few (5%) believe their 
incomes are rising above the cost of living while a third (34%) say they are staying even. Of those 
who perceive their incomes falling, a majority (53%) feel state policy decisions play a major role. 
A significant majority (76%) of voters believe that in three years, in 2017, New Mexico should 
have a higher minimum wage than it does today…When probed further about the exact higher 
wage they support, a majority (59%) favor a wage $10.00 per hour or higher. 
Legislating comes down to choices, and voters overwhelmingly prefer “investing in key priorities 
like education, healthcare, and job creation” (62%) over “reducing taxes on businesses and 
individuals” (19%) when forced to pick. Just 15% volunteer both. Voters get that New Mexico 
needs investments in its people. When it comes to taxes, voters slightly prefer “targeting tax 
incentives to just small business in New Mexico” (41%) over “reducing taxes on all businesses in 
New Mexico” (32%). Voters simply do not have any appetite for broad based tax breaks this year, 
especially those that would go to the wealthy and big business. 
The 2015 Landscape Poll was conducted by Third Eye Strategies. This was a survey of 601 
active voters in the state of New Mexico. Respondents were interviewed between 6:00 and 9:00 
pm on January 6th-8th and January 11th-14th. In 95 out of 100 cases the responses to this 
survey should be within 4.2 percentage points of those that would have been obtained from 
interviewing the entire population of likely voters. 
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