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PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA 
CENTRAL NM CHAPTER 

WEEKLY DIGEST - January 8, 2014 

www.pdamerica.org                      https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027 "

“If you aren’t at the table, you are on the menu.”

NEXT PDACNM MEETING JANUARY 14, 
2015!
7:00 !

Home of Paul and Laura Stokes!
295 Mission Valley Rd., Corrales  

505 328 1767!"
Guest Speaker Deb Haaland, 

Candidate for NM!
  Democratic Party State Chair!

                                   More about Deb here!"
Brief IOT reports!"
Legislative talk!"

Group discussion!"
Food and Drink and good conversation

WHAT’S IN THE DIGEST!
Page 1 - Rally at PRC for wind and solar!
!   Next PDACNM  meeting!
Page 2 - Book Corner!
               5th Anniversary of Citizens United events!
Page 3 - Teacher Controversy and Sue Cleveland HS!
Page 4- ActionNM!
              How to be a Lobbyist for Progressive Causes!
Page 5 -Young Women United - School Bd. Election!
Page 6 - Banking on NM!
              Wildlife Conservation Advocacy Southwest!

PROTESTING PNM AT PRC HEARING!
Hundreds gathered in bitter cold to protest PNM’s latest 
proposal.  There were many young people in the group.  
Mayor Gonzales spoke, followed by several very articulate 
speakers representing diverse groups. And the Albuquerque 
Journal covered  the crowd and story on the front page!  Here""
AND KOAT coverage here""
The PRC hearings will continue every day from 9-5 at  the 
PERA bldg,, Apodaca room, until Jan. 16.  Environmental 
groups are asking concerned citizens to show up at the 
hearings as often as possible.""
Thanks to Paul Stokes, Tom Solomon and Lora Lucero’s 
Facebook for these photos.

http://www.pdamerica.org
http://www.abqjournal.com/521740/news/pnm-foes-pollution-controls-over-the-top.html
http://www.koat.com/news/environmentalists-upset-with-pnms-coal-emission-plan/30545636
http://www.abqjournal.com/521740/news/pnm-foes-pollution-controls-over-the-top.html
http://www.koat.com/news/environmentalists-upset-with-pnms-coal-emission-plan/30545636
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2014/12/13/debra-haaland-announces-bid-nm-party-chair-158280
http://www.pdamerica.org
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2014/12/13/debra-haaland-announces-bid-nm-party-chair-158280
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The Story of Hurry 
was written by 
Emma Williams 
and edited by 
Jean Stein, with 
illustrations by 
Ibrahim Quraishi. 
Lyrical and tender, 
with pictures that 
mix tone and 
media, it is an 

attempt, in Williams’s words, to tap into children’s 
“innate sense of justice” and “amazing sense of 
inquiry” in the hope they will provoke conversations 
that “confound” us.

“I hope my book would give [children] the potential to 
ask questions,” said Williams, a doctor-turned-writer 

who spent three years living in Jerusalem with her 
husband, a United Nations diplomat, and four children. 
“Why is this allowed to happen? What about the 
children on the other side, what do they think? Why do 
the soldiers do that? These questions need asking and 
need answering.”

The book goes about provoking these questions by 
following the adventures of a “little donkey,” named 
Hurry, who just wants to make children happy. Hurry 
lives “in a dry and lonely land by the sea” where the 
children often go hungry, the electricity frequently 
falters and, some nights, bombs fall from the sky. 
Grownups will recognize this land as Gaza, though its 
name is never mentioned in the book, nor is Israel’s. 
The book also sidesteps words like “war” and “siege,” 
but it is clear, from both text and pictures, that the 
children of this land lead fearful, walled-in lives. They 
wander to the beach to play but are “chased out of the 
sea by angry men.” They go to the zoo in search of fun 
and escape, but the animals are “thin, and sad, and 
few.” READ ARTICLE IN THE NATION
""
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5th	  Anniversary	  of	  
Citizens	  United	  Supreme	  

Court	  Decision	  	  
Saturday	  January	  24,	  

Albuquerque	  
Events	  
Rally	  &	  Walk	  4pm.	  Begin	  at	  Girard	  and	  
Central,	  Jinish	  at	  Washington	  and	  
Central	  	  
Movie	  &	  Light	  Supper	  5:30	  pm.	  The	  
movie	  Pay	  2	  Play	  (new	  version)	  will	  be	  
shown	  at	  New	  Mexico	  School	  of	  Music,	  
136	  Washington	  SE.	  at	  Central.	  	  
Discussion,	  audience	  questions	  and	  
response	  will	  follow	  the	  movie	  showing.	  	  "
Our	  hope	  is	  to	  energize,	  educate,	  and	  renew	  
citizen	  efforts	  to	  return	  power	  from	  
corporations	  to	  the	  people.	  The	  Citizens	  
United	  and	  McCutcheon	  rulings	  have	  made	  it	  
possible	  for	  corporations	  and	  wealthy	  
individuals	  to	  contribute	  unlimited	  funds	  to	  
candidates	  for	  public	  of?ice,	  literally	  
permission	  to	  buy	  of?ice	  holders.	  Contact	  Deb	  
453-‐4712	  with	  MoveOn	  or	  Tom	  450-‐1268	  with	  
MTA	   "

Supporting	  Groups	  
Central	  New	  Mexico	  Move	  to	  Amend/
Common	  Cause	  NM/SWOP/ANSWER/
Veterans	  for	  Peace/Burque	  Media/
Albuquerque	  MoveOn	  Council/
Albuquerque	  Center	  for	  Peace	  &	  Justice/
Abq.	  Stop	  the	  War	  Machine	  """""""""""
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BOOK CORNER

http://ibrahimquraishi.org/
http://www.thenation.com/article/193793/story-hurry-childrens-book-brings-gaza-life


"
Katrina	  Gaurascio’s	  story	  is	  of	  
concern	  to	  all	  of	  us	  who	  care	  about	  
freedom	  of	  expression,	  creativity	  and	  
critical	  thinking	  in	  the	  classroom.	  	  
Her	  courage	  is	  inspiring..	  
"

"
Read story in Abq. Journal here.""
Another interesting story here from the Rio Rancho 
Observer"

""
Teacher Katrina Guarascio to be Featured at 
RESOLANA HEARTFIRE Event"
January 21 Event at South Broadway Cultural Center 
Features Area Poets/Writers"""
ALBUQUERQUE, NM - Former Rio Rancho Public 
Schools teacher Katrina Guarascio will be a featured 
speaker, along with other poets, musicians and authors 
at a free RESOLANA HEARTFIRE performance at 7 "
p.m. on Wednesday, January 21 at the South 
Broadway Cultural Center."
Guarascio, a veteran teacher, resigned in December 
2014 as an instructor of poetry and creative writing at V. 

Sue Cleveland High School in the Rio Rancho Public 
Schools System. Guarascio's resignation generated 
opposition by students and parents in Rio Rancho, New 
Mexico and created headlines nationally and 
internationally. This event will feature Guarascio and 
honor her years of work as a teacher, author and 
publisher of Swimming With Elephants Publications."""
The gathering will also celebrate her students' creativity 
and joy of learning. Many of the Albuquerque area's top 
poets, authors and musicians will attend and perform at 
the event. Featured performers will include; 
Albuquerque Poet Laureate Jessica Helen Lopez, 
Margaret Randall, Greg Candela, Mike 360, Alisa "
Valdes,Matthew Brown, Damien Flores, Don McIver, 
Sarita Gonzalez, Bill Nevins, Eric Sirotkin, Rich 
Boucher, Carlos Contreras, Jim Burbank, Mimi Leland, 
Erin Northern, Natachee Momaday Gray, Gary Stewart 
Chorre, and other New Mexico authors. The event will 
be hosted by poet Manuel Gonzalez."
Free and open to all who wish to attend, the evening 
also will include a concert performance by Saoirse 
(Freedom), New Mexico's Celtic-Eclectic band."
For an updated list of performers and any other 
information, contact Bill Nevins 
bill_nevins@yahoo.com."
South Broadway Cultural Center is managed by the 
Cultural Services Department, City of Albuquerque, 
Richard J. Berry, Mayor. Located at 1025 Broadway 
SE, the unique architecture and colorful design of the 
building's exterior is an attraction in the area. SBCC 
shares the facility with the South Broadway Library and 
collaborates with the library on a number of events and 
activities. There is free parking immediately adjacent to 
the facility."
For more information on events and activities at SBCC, 
visit www.cabq.gov/sbcc or call 311. TTY Users call 
711. For handicap accessibility, call 505-848-1320""
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CLASSROOM CONTROVERSY AT A RIO RANCHO 
HIGH SCHOOL"

Rally for Katrina

http://www.abqjournal.com/508047/news/rr-teacher-ends-up-resigning-after-student-complaint.html
http://www.rrobserver.com/article_ea5278be-92d1-11e4-89fe-77444a77d35f.html#.VKwZDp_3Wf8.facebook
mailto:bill_nevins@yahoo.com
http://www.cabq.gov/sbcc


""""""""""""

LEARN HOW TO BE A GRASSROOTS 
LOBBYIST FOR PROGRESSIVE CAUSES""
Are you wondering how things work at the 
Roundhouse? Are you concerned about the 
new composition of the State House of 
Representatives?  Are you worried about 
legislation that could harm all New 
Mexicans?  Are you looking for a way to 
help? 
Join our Grassroots Lobby Training.  Learn 
how the legislature works, what elected 
officials are thinking, the importance of their 
staff, and how to communicate your 
message effectively.  In the first part of the 
training you’ll learn the concepts behind 
lobbying, in the second half you’ll have the 
opportunity to hear about specific legislation 
that we’ll face in this upcoming session and 
about what you can do to help. 
Las Cruces, Wednesday, January 7th, 
6-8:30pm 
Southwest Environmental Center,  275 North 
Downtown Mall, Las Cruces, NM 88001 
Albuquerque, Wednesday, January 14th, 
6-8:30pm 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 431 Richmond 
Place, NE 
Santa Fe, Wednesday, January 21st, 
6-8:30pm 
Whole Foods, 1090 S. St. Francis, (corner of 
St. Francis and Cordova). We will be in a 
building just west of the main store on 
Cordova. 
Please RSVP to Diane Reese 
<DianeAbqNM@gmail.com> 
Name: 
Telephone: 
Email: 
Location: Las Cruces/Albuquerque/Santa Fe 
Organization (if applicable): 

   Sponsoring Organizations: Sierra Club,  
         Environment New Mexico, Conservation  
         Voters of New Mexico, America Votes,  
         Albuquerque Federation of Teachers, Gila  
         Conservation Association, NM Civic 
         Engagement Table/Center for Civic Policy 

�4

ActionNM        !
A Community Action Network""
We invite you to a special Legislative 
Forum to discuss the 2015 NM Legislative 
Session and upcoming legislation 
concerning peace and justice issues.!"
Meet Our Legislators "
Panel: Sen. Ortiz y Pino, Sen. Mimi Stewart, Rep. 
Georgene Louis, Rep. Sheryl Williams Stapleton,  Rep. 
Christine Trujillo and Rep. Javier Martinez 
Moderator:  the Honorable Rick Miera""
Learn about the legislation that will impact the outcome 
of the upcoming 60-day Legislative session and 
beyond. ""
Join our action network.  We commit to send you 
information and recommended actions to take on a 
weekly basis.  You pledge to take action.""
Take Action  to protect workers rights and collective 
bargaining, defend the environment, ensure access to 
physical and behavioral health care, safeguard people 
from predatory lenders,  secure public safety and the 
right of all New Mexicans to have a drivers 
license...and more.""
In partnership with the Albuquerque Center or Peace 
and Justice and the UNM Peace and Justice Studies 
Program!
Our mailing address is:"
ActionNM Community Action Network"
202 Harvard D"
Albuquerque, NM 87106"



Happy New Year YWU 
Familia! 

As the new year begins we 
want to wish you well and let 
you know about the exciting 

work happening at YWU.  
  

The Albuquerque Public School Board 
Elections are on Tuesday, February 3 and 
we are excited to be working on Get out the 
Vote efforts to make sure the voices of our 

communities are heard.  
  

As part of Families United for Education 
(FUE), YWU alongside families and 

community partners are working hard to 
build schools where all young people can 

thrive.  
 
  

By voting in the APS School Board Election 
our communities can make sure: 

 
  

-School environments are safe and welcoming 
for all students 
-Families and communities are engaged in 
educational decisions 
-Graduation can be a reality for more young 
people of color 

  
Phone Banking and Canvassing 

Over the next few weeks YWU will be hosting 
Phone Banking and Door Knocking 

opportunities to encourage our communities to 
vote.  

  
January 21: Phone Bank for APS School 
Board Election 4:30-7pm @YWU 
January 28: Phone Bank for APS School 
Board Election 4:30-7pm @YWU 
January 31: Door-Knocking for APS School 
Board Election- Time TBA 
February 2: Phone Bank for APS School 
Board Election 4:30-7pm @YWU 

 
  """

Families United for Education Town Hall 
Part of our effort also includes co-hosting the 
Families United for Education School Board 

Candidate Town Hall. The Town Hall will allow 
us to hear from the School Board Candidates 
directly and understand the vision they have 

for their districts. 
We invite you to attend! 

 
  

Families United for Education Town Hall  
Highland High School Performing Arts Center, 

4700 Coal Ave SE 
Tuesday, January 13th, 5:30-8pm 

Dinner and Interpretation (Vietnamese & 
Spanish) will be provided.  

  
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 

Getting out the vote is a community effort and 
we need your support to make it happen. 

We're looking for volunteers for the following: 
 
  

Phone Banking and Canvassing (Door 
Knocking) 

January 8: Town Hall Volunteer Orientation 
4-5pm 

January 13: Town Hall 5:30-8pm 
  

Please call/text/email Alicia if you are 
interested in volunteering at any of these 

activities  
505-490-0854, 

achavez@youngwomenunited.org  
____________________________ 

 
  

Want to be part of selecting the next APS 
Superintendent? 

 
  

APS is seeking community input in their 
search for a new Superintendent. Visit the 

Superintendent Search website to complete a 
survey and share your voice. Surveys are 

available in English, Spanish, Vietnamese and 
Arabic.  

  
Community meetings for input are scheduled: 

¥ Monday, January 12th - 6:00-7:30 p.m. -  
 Highland Performing Arts Center, 
4700 Coal Ave SE 

¥ Tuesday, January 13 - 11:30 a.m.-12:30   
p.m. - Alice and Bruce King Ed. 
Complex, 6400 Uptown Blvd NE 

¥ Tuesday January 13 - 6:00-7:30 p.m. -  
 West Mesa High School Performing 
Arts Center, 6701 Fortuna Rd. NW ""
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""""""""""
Dear Friends: 
We hope in 2015 that you’ll be helping 
Santa Fe have a bright new future through 
public banking."
1.  SPREAD THE WORD. Reply to this email  

with your name and mailing address 
and we’ll send you a Banking On 
New Mexico “Friends of Public 
Banking” bumper sticker 
(removable) to help spread the word."

1. SAVE THE DATE, Saturday, January 24,  
3-5pm, Unitarian Church, 107 West 
Barcelona. A town hall different! We’ll 
be showing the movie, NORTHERN 
LIGHTS. The film was the surprise 
winner of the prestigious Cannes 
Film Festival in 1980. A beautiful film 
set in the early years of the 20th 
century about the bittersweet story of 
young lovers caught up in a political 
struggle waged by farmers against 
the grain trade, the banks and the 
railroads. The story is as relevant 
today as it was then. See a review 
here.  See the trailer here."

1. The public wants a public bank for three  
pretty BIG reasons. Please be alert 
to how these three concerns are 
addressed in the upcoming public 
banking feasibility study process 
being prepared on behalf of We The 
People of Santa Fe:"

The 1st BIG reason to establish a public bank 
is to ensure that our public funds are kept safe 
from a “bail-in” the next time the Too-Big-To-
Fail (TBTF) Banks fail again."
¥ The 2005 Bankruptcy Act gave “super-  

priority” to derivatives in a 
bankruptcy. Personal accounts and 
the public funds can be “bailed-in”/
seized to pay for high risk 
investments that failed. Guess who 
helped write that legislation? We now 
also have the 2014 “bail-out” 
provision thanks to Citibank’s 
language included in our Federal 
budget."

The 2nd BIG reason for establishing a public 
bank is to reduce the governmental debt 
cycle of borrowing from other financial 
institutions for public projects and then paying 
the money back with interest. ""

""""""""""
The 3rd BIG reason to establish our own 
public bank is to increase local access to 
credit to grow our local economy, services 
and projects. Given time, a Little Santa Fe 
Public Bank could grow into a powerhouse of 
lending. "
We hope you will agree that the long-term 
benefits of a public bank for Santa Fe’s public 
funds are well worth any challenges we may 
face along the way.""
If you would like to learn more, please 
reply to sender and one of us will get back 
to you.  "
 "
    The BIG Idea!!
Bring On Public Banking to"
Invest Our Public Funds Safely, Locally and 
End the Public Debt Cycle to"
Grow a Democratic, Sustainable Local 
Economy, Services and Projects."
                Banking in the Public Interest"
  "
"

The new Wildlife group “Wildlife 
Conservation Advocacy Southwest” has 
a new billboard HERE
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http://www.koat.com/news/group-opposing-hunting-contests-puts-up-billboard/30546338

