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December Meeting Wrap-up!"

Senator Dede Feldman gave a realistic but upbeat talk on what to 
expect at the 2015 Legislative Session.  She mentioned several 
bills that will likely come up such as Right to Work, Repealing 
Drivers’ Licenses for undocumented residents, third grade 
retention.  She suggested that we get acquainted with new 
members of the Legislature who might not be as entrenched as 
long-standing ones and try to find common ground.  !"
The discussion following was passionate and informative.  The 
general consensus was that the failure of this past election was 
due to the lack of a message from the Democratic  Party and the 
candidates.  And there was an urgent feeling that we need to let our 
party know what our issues are and demand that it pay attention. 
Several references were made to the NM Democratic Party 
Platform, which is very progressive but completely ignored by our 
elected state officials.  The party seems to have forgotten the long 
history of the Democratic Party’s contributions to ordinary 
Americans.  As to actions to take, more is coming.  We welcome 
any suggestions for ways to get our message out to the public as 
well as to the politicians. One idea is to ask for a meeting with 
Democratic Party Chair Candidate Deb Haaland.  We will follow up.!"
Bob and Maggie talked about their latest efforts in health care and 
Melinda and Ann reported on what is happening with charter 
schools and activities of our members around this issue.!""

"
Report from the Charter School Committee: Melinda Moffitt, Ann 

Dunlap, Phil Eaton, Olga Eaton, Bob Greenberg!"
•	
 Short history of Charter Schools in NM 
•	
 Goal of having public charter schools:  Innovations and 

Transfer of successful programs to traditional schools 
•	
 Financing public charter schools with additional pupil 

allotment 
originally intended for rural schools with under 400 students. 

•	
 Public Charter School examples 
•	
 For-Profit charter schools in New Mexico using public tax 

dollars 
•	
 Bills submitted by the Legislative Education Subcommittee 

on Public Charter Schools. 
•	
 Non-profit publicly managed charter schools are having a 

beneficial effect in the New Mexico Public School system. ""

DECEMBER PDA LETTER DROPS - WILL YOU SIGN?!""
We’ll be visiting the offices of Representatives Luján and Lujan 
Grisham and Senators Heinrich and Udall to deliver the Senate and 
House letters next week. PDA does this every month throughout 
the nation.  Last month we delivered letters to 400 different 
Congressional offices. You will find the letters on pages 3 and 4.  
We fill in the appropriate title information.  Please read them and if 
you were not at our meeting Wednesday night, consider allowing 
us to add your name to our list of signers.  Let me know soon if 
you want your name on the list and also tell me who your 
Representative is.  These bills and issues are so important.  The 
TPP is sitting on the back burner just waiting to appear when you 
least expect it.
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Democratic Party of Bernalillo County"
Precinct and Ward Elections Feb. 21"

Go to Blue Review for more information.
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OMNIBUS BILL VOTE DECEMBER 11, 2014!
Thank you to Rep. Ben Ray Luján and Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham for 

voting against this disastrous piece of legislation. Senators Heinrich and Udall 
are not so sure.  CALL THEM!!!They are probably voting on this on Sunday.!"

 There are several articles discussing what’s in this bill.  Here is one which is pretty 
hard-hitting. And below you will find Ellen Brown’s blog making the case that 

this legislation makes public banking more critically important than 
ever.

PDA NATIONAL NEWS - FREE DON SIEGELMAN!
Most of you reading this know the story of America’s political prisoner Don Siegelman.  He is getting a new trial.  
Please listen to PDA leaders Mimi Kennedy and Judy Hess discuss his story and his new trial on the new PDA 

radio show here, then go to PDAmerica.org and support Don by scrolling down the right-hand side and clicking 
on Light a Candle for Don.  This is one of the most compelling and most under-reported stories of injustice and 
corruption of political power currently happening in this land of the free.  The federal judge who sentenced Don, 

Mark Fuller of Alabama, was relieved of his cases due to arrest and rehabilitation for spousal and substance 
abuse.  Don has a new judge and a new chance to get his freedom.  Monday morning Don walks into a new 

courtroom.  Listen to Mimi and Judy and go to the PDA website to find out how you can support him.

http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Columns/2014/12/12/CRomnibus-Disaster-Signals-Sad-New-Normal-DC
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/pdan/2014/12/12/progressive-conversation
http://PDAmerica.org
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Columns/2014/12/12/CRomnibus-Disaster-Signals-Sad-New-Normal-DC
http://ellenbrown.com/2014/12/12/bail-in-and-the-financial-stability-board-the-global-bankers-coup/
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/pdan/2014/12/12/progressive-conversation
http://PDAmerica.org


 ""
To: The Honorable [Senator's Full Name]"""
From: Constituents of [State]"
December 17, 2014"
 "
Dear Senator [Last Name], 
 "
As active voters in [Your State], we ask you to join with us observing this Season of Peace and 
Compassion. We call upon you to cosponsor the following legislation, if you haven't already, 
and to oppose policies that could undermine diplomacy and the well being of American families.""
This is the time to give diplomacy with Iran time to work. Progress may be slow, but it 
promises positive results. We strongly urge you to hold off on any new sanctions or other 
actions that could set back ongoing negotiations and risk putting us on the path to war.""
Please demand a Senate debate re: military action against ISIS. Also, please vote against a 
new or renewed Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF). Warfare created the 
power vacuum that gave rise to ISIS. More warfare will only increase Middle East instability. ""
Please oppose the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and any other multinational commercial 
agreements that that would serve multinational special interests, and hurt American families. 
Also, oppose “fast track” or any other accelerated approval procedure for such deals that 
abridge Article One Congressional oversight. Good deals don’t need “fast track” gimmicks. ""
Please contact Sen. Charles Schumer’s office at (202)-224-6542 to cosponsor S. 2742, the 
Improving Access to Social Security Services Act. This legislation would prohibit the 
Commissioner of Social Security from reducing public access to Social Security Administration 
field or hearing offices without a public comment period, at least one public hearing, etc.""
Please contact Sen. Thomas Coburn’s office at (202)-224-5754 to cosponsor S. 2904, the 
Stop Militarizing Law Enforcement Act. This legislation would amend the program that lets 
the Department of Defense transfer military equipment to local police agencies. This equipment 
makes our communities look like war zones. It threatens—rather than promotes—public safety.""
Please contact Sen. Tom Carper's office: (202)-224-2441 to cosponsor S. 132, the New 
Columbia Admission Act, to set forth procedures to bring the state of New Columbia into the 
union, ending the injustice of taxation without representation for 100,000s in Washington, D.C.""
We thank you for your consideration regarding these critically important issues, and look 
forward to ongoing discussion and engagement with you in the coming months. "
 "
Sincerely,"
 "
 [ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER]"
[CHAPTER NAME]"
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 ""
To: The Honorable [Congressperson's Full Name]"
From: Constituents of [Congressional District]"
December 17, 2014"
 "
As active voters in [District __], we ask you to join with us observing this Season of Peace and 
Compassion. We call upon you to cosponsor the following legislation, if you haven't already, 
and to oppose policies that could undermine diplomacy and the well being of American families.""
This is the time to give diplomacy with Iran time to work. Progress may be slow, but it 
promises positive results. We strongly urge you to hold off on any new sanctions or any 
other actions that could set back ongoing negotiations and risk another costly, tragic war. ""
Please contact Rep. Raúl Grijalva’s office: (202)-225-2435 to cosponsor H.Con.Res. 114 to 
require a House debate re: military intervention against ISIS. Also, please vote against a new or 
renewed Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF). Warfare created the power 
vacuum that gave rise to ISIS. More warfare will only increase instability in the Middle East. ""
Please oppose the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and any other multinational commercial 
agreements that that would serve multinational special interests, and hurt American families. 
Also, oppose “fast track” or any other accelerated approval procedure for such deals that 
abridge Article One Congressional oversight. Good deals don’t need “fast track” gimmicks.""
Please contact Rep. Hank Johnson’s office: (202) 225-1605 to cosponsor H.R. 5478, the 
Stop Militarizing Law Enforcement Act. This legislation would amend the program that lets 
the Secretary of Defense transfer military equipment to local police forces. This equipment 
makes our communities look like war zones. It threatens—rather than promotes—public safety.""
Please contact Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton's office: (202) 225-8050 to cosponsor H.R. 
292, the New Columbia Admission Act, legislation to set forth procedures to bring the state of 
New Columbia into the union, ending the injustice of taxation without representation for 
100,000s in Washington, D.C.""
Please contact Rep. Peter DeFazio's s office: (202) 225-6416 to cosponsor H.R. 630, the 
Postal Service Protection Act of 2013, to recalculate and restore retirement annuity 
obligations of the United States Postal Service (USPS), eliminate the requirement that the 
USPS pre-fund its Retiree Health Benefits Fund, restrict postal facilities closures, create 
incentives for innovation, maintain levels of postal service, etc. ""
We look forward to engaging you on these and other issues in the future."
Sincerely,"
 "
 "
[ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER][CHAPTER NAME]"
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"
Book Corner !
If you read a book related to PDA issues that 
informs, inspires, angers, motivates, or 
entertains you, let us know.  Here’s a start 
recommended by Electronic Intifada.!""""

TPP!"
Don’t think the Trans Pacific 

Partnership is dead.  Obama is now more 
confident he will get it passed with a new 

Republican Congress. Read here. ""
Learn more about the TPP at Public 

citizen.org/TPP..  and what we 
can do to stop it.

http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/sarah-irving/best-books-newcomers-palestine-and-its-literature
http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/sarah-irving/best-books-newcomers-palestine-and-its-literature
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2014/12/trans-pacific-partnership-trade-pact-has-significantly-better-than-50-50-chance-obama/
http://citizen.org/TPP
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2014/12/trans-pacific-partnership-trade-pact-has-significantly-better-than-50-50-chance-obama/
http://citizen.org/TPP

