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PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATS OF AMERICA 
CENTRAL NM CHAPTER 

WEEKLY DIGEST - OCTOBER 11, 2014 

www.pdamerica.org                      https://www.facebook.com/pages/PDA-of-Central-New-Mexico/328968747164027 "

PDA LETTER DROPS"
OCTOBER

"
LETTER DROPS IN OCTOBER!"

Every month PDA chapters across the country deliver letters to 
our US Representatives and Senators.  These letters list bills that 
PDA feels are important to the progressive cause.  We meet with 
staff and sometimes members of Congress to educate, discuss, 
and advocate. The Nation Magazine has named our letter drop 
the top advocacy effort in the country.  We invite all of you to join 
us on these visits.  We are very fortunate to be welcomed 
warmly by the staff of each office and given ample time to 
discuss our issues.  If you are interested in joining us, please 
respond to this email. "
However,  if you cannot join us, we invite you to give us 
permission to add your name at the bottom of the letter showing 
your support.  Some of you have indicated that you are willing to 
have your names added each month.  If we do not hear from 
you after you have had a chance to read the letters, we will add 
your names.  We hope many of you will respond and allow us to 
add your names.  I think you will find this month’s issues timely 
and critical. "
For a discussion of our Congressional letters this month, go here "
If you have a Mac, you may have to open these in your 
downloads. "
READ SENATE LETTER HERE: https://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/
1987/images/October_2014_Senate.doc "
READ HOUSE LETTER HERE: https://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/
1987/images/October_2014_House.doc 

WALK WITH SALLY-ALICE TO GET MONEY OUT OF POLITICS

 FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP ON NEXT PAGE

http://www.pdacommunity.org/issues/educate-congress
https://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/1987/images/October_2014_Senate.doc
https://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/1987/images/October_2014_House.doc
http://www.pdamerica.org
http://www.pdacommunity.org/issues/educate-congress
https://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/1987/images/October_2014_Senate.doc
https://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/1987/images/October_2014_House.doc
http://www.pdamerica.org
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Sally Alice Thompson's walk to get the Money Out of Politics:!"
PDA is supporting this 91 year old activist's incredible goal of walking from Albuquerque to St. Fe to bring 

attention to the goal of getting money out of politics."
Some help is needed.  Below is the information for those of you who want to volunteer.""

Her route is confirmed to leave at 8:00 a.m. from the Peace and Justice Center at Silver and Harvard SE and go 
to the Convention Center downtown where a breakfast will be available for all.  From Civic Plaza she will walk up 
4th St to connect with HWY 313, the back road to Bernalillo, through Algodones and taking that same road just 
West of the I-40 right-of-way boundary from Algodones up to San Felipe Pueblo.  At that point she will be driven 
over to Madrid (HWY 14 North) to continue up to St. Fe.  Her walk will end at the Roundhouse, Capitol of New 

Mexico. "
she will walk two mile segments, taking an hour or so rests in between.  She will walk from 9:00 a.m.--4:30 pm for 

a total of 6 miles each day. ""
 Here is a list of needs:""

1.  Two drivers and one car are needed each day of her walk.  The extra driver is for shuttling her car and being 
available to get her to her starting point each morning and then to her host family's house for the night.  The driver 
will be given information on her location and where she is starting for the day as well as where she needs to go at 

the end. Her host families will provide her  breakfast.   Volunteer drivers are asked to bring water and/or drinks, 
apples or bananas and energy bars for snacks for Sally and themselves for the day.  Also, probably a lunch.  You 

may not be near a restaurant or food service place at lunch time.""
The dates that drivers are needed are October 15, 17, 18, 20, 23, 24, 25.  Call Sally Alice herself at  505 710 
8020 to volunteer.    Driving times could be split into 2 or 3 shifts as needed if 4 or 6 people want to coordinate 

on one day. .""
Of course extra walkers to keep her company are always MOST WELCOME!""

2.   Sally Alice needs a place to stay in Algodones on Thursday night, October 16.  If anyone knows someone to 
ask in Algodones or near there, please call Sally Alice at  505 710 8020.""

This brave woman will have her 91st birthday out on the road.  Let's help her have this celebratory walk and 
represent us all in our fight to get big money out of politics.  GET THE MOP
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A documentary titled: 
BREAKDOWN! New Mexico’s 
Behavioral Health Crisis will be 
aired on Sunday, October 12 at 
1:30 pm on KOAT-TV, Channel 
7. "
The half hour program is narrated by Steven Michael 
Quezada of “Breaking Bad” fame. It features the stories of 
families and individuals who have suffered service 
disruptions as the result of the shutdown of the majority of 
New Mexico’s Behavioral Health providers last year. The 
half hour program is sponsored by CHILE PAC (Concerned 
Hispanics Involved in Legislative Empowerment). "
The providers were shutdown by the Martinez 
Administration claiming they were guilty of fraudulent 
billing of approximately $36 million dollars. Arizona firms 
were called in to take over their operations. As of this date, 
no fraud has been uncovered, and the documentary claims 
hundreds of employees and thousands of clients have been 
affected. It also alleges the State has paid out over $27 
million to transition the Arizona firms to New Mexico. "
CHILE PAC is engaged in a 33-county strategy to unite 
New Mexico's Indigenous and Hispanic peoples and others 
that share the desire to preserve the traditions, heritage, 
customs, values and Human Rights of New Mexico. "
BREAKDOWN! was written, produced and directed by Jim 
Cooney Productions of Albuquerque, NM. Cooney has 
produced over fifty half hour TV specials on New Mexico 
issues since 1993. At least twenty have won national 
awards. "
Individuals and groups wishing to access the program may 
do so after the broadcast has been aired by placing this link 
in their computer browsers. "
http://bitly/NewMexicoBH "
Watch for a link that may also appear on Channel 7’s on line 
news line. For further information contact 
jimdcooney@gmail.com.	  
For	  information on CHILE PAC contact: 
chile_pac@yahoo.com.	  
	  	  

Kirtland Jet Fuel Spill: A Major Threat to 
Albuquerque’s Drinking Water (October 19, 

11-12 noon in Memorial Hall of First Unitarian 
Church)!

 !
Did you know that a plume of dissolved toxic chemicals 

that is over a mile long and half a mile wide is in our 
aquifer and estimated to be less than 3/4 mile from 

nearby drinking wells? The toxic jet fuel stew includes 
ethylene dibromide (EDB) which is one of the most 

carcinogenic substances known to humans. The spill 
originated at Kirtland Air Force Base (KAFB) in the 

1950’s, and was discovered by Kirtland in 1992. By 2001, 
the contamination had spread downward 500 feet into 
our aquifer, and now is moving northeast towards the 

Ridgecrest drinking wells, which are the most productive 
and purest wells in the entire aquifer.  

Although Kirtland acknowledged the spill in 1999, to date 
no EDB has been removed from the aquifer. If (or when) 
the drinking wells become contaminated with EDB and 
have to be shut down, Albuquerque will experience a 

serious water crisis. Come and find out more about the 
spill, what can be done to remediate and clean up the 
mess, and what you can do to protect Albuquerque’s 
drinking water. The future of our city depends on it. 

Presenters: Dave McCoy, Executive Director of Citizen 
Action NM and Beverly Burris, Ph.D.!

 !
Dave McCoy is an environmental attorney who has been 
the Executive Director of Citizen Action NM since 2006. 

He has led important legal victories to protect the 
environment in other states and is now working to 

achieve remediation of the Kirtland spill and other threats 
to the environment in New Mexico.!

 !
Beverly Burris, Ph.D. is a Professor Emerita of Sociology 
at UNM. She has written widely about the Kirtland spill in 
order to promote citizen activism on this important issue. 

She has been a member of First Unitarian since 1994.!
 !

For background information about the spill, see: http://
newmexicomercury.com/blog/comments/

ten_reasons_why_people_are_not_concerned_about_the
_kirtland_jet_fuel_spill!"

 "...the world is now too dangerous for anything but 
truth."    William Sloane Coffin, Jr.	  

http://bitly/NewMexicoBH
mailto:jimdcooney@gmail.com
mailto:chile_pac@yahoo.com
http://bitly/NewMexicoBH
mailto:jimdcooney@gmail.com
mailto:chile_pac@yahoo.com
http://newmexicomercury.com/blog/comments/ten_reasons_why_people_are_not_concerned_about_the_kirtland_jet_fuel_spill
http://newmexicomercury.com/blog/comments/ten_reasons_why_people_are_not_concerned_about_the_kirtland_jet_fuel_spill


WE ARE IN A MOVEMENT 
MOMENT.	

Droves of people, many of them young and black, 
took to the streets of Ferguson to demand justice 
for Mike Brown. Millions stood in solidarity as 
protestors were met by a brutal and militarized 
response by local police departments.	

Our country can no longer deny the epidemic of 
police violence facing Black and Brown 
communities. Mike Brown is now part of a long 
list of people like John Crawford, Ezell Ford, Eric 
Garner, Oscar Grant and countless others who 
have been unjustly killed by police. Their lives 
mattered.	

Join Hands Up United, Organization for Black 
Struggle, Missourians Organizing for Reform and 
Empowerment and our partners in Ferguson from 
October 10-13th for a weekend of resistance. 
We’re hosting a series of public events—marches, 
convenings and panels— to build momentum for 
a nationwide movement against police violence.	

WE WILL GATHER IN FERGUSON, 
BUT THE WORLD WILL HEAR OUR 
CALL FOR CHANGE.	


TAKE 
ACTION	

JOIN US: 
OCTOBER 10-13	

Let us know that you’re 
coming to join us. We’ll 
keep you updated about the 
weekend’s events and what 
to expect when you get here.	


SIGN UP 
NOW!	


��� 	


��� 	
"
FOR MORE CLICK 
INFORMATION	


"
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http://fergusonoctober.com/join-us/
http://fergusonoctober.com/about/endorsing-organizations/


Political economist, 
historian, activist & author 

of What Then Must We 
Do?, Unjust Desserts and 
America Beyond Capitalism!"

Gar 
Alperovitz !

will be in Santa Fe 
October 17th!

to lead a public 
discussion on!
“Creating a 

New Economy”!
What can we do now to 

democratize wealth and live 
within ecological limits?!

"
October 17, 2014, 

6:30-8:30 PM."
Unitarian Universalist 

Church,"
107 W. Barcelona Road, 

Santa Fe"
Free admission. 

Refreshments served."
"

A New Economy Week 
event"

Sponsored by La Montanita Coop, the UU Social Justice 
Team, We Are People Here! and the McCune Charitable 

Foundation."
""
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"
DELEGATION TO EL PASO/JUAREZZ!"

The New Mexico Faith Coalition is taking a delegation 
to El Paso and Juarez November 13-16 to learn facts 

on the ground regarding the issues of immigration.  
The activities will include meeting with immigrants, 

both documented and undocumented, border patrol, 
immigration attorneys, visit to a house of refuge, 

colonias, projects in Juarez, i.e. a medical clinic, a 
library established by the women there and more.  We 
will stay at a church in El Paso which also invites us to 
attend their services, another opportunity to share in 

the life of the immigrants.""
The cost of the trip is $240.00 but we also will offer 

partial and full scholarships.  We will travel together in 
a van, leaving Thursday morning and returning 

Sunday evening. ""
Learning about this critical topic at a time when 

immigration reform is being hotly debated in 
congress.  This could help us influence our 

congresspeople to enact an humane and just policy.""
If interested please respond to 

kathleenomalley42@gmail.com.  

http://fergusonoctober.com/about/endorsing-organizations/
mailto:kathleenomalley42@gmail.com
mailto:kathleenomalley42@gmail.com


 "
PROGRESSNOWNM 

Republicans can’t wait to find voter fraud 
somewhere.  It justifies their racist attempts to 
suppress the votes of people who don’t vote like 

they do. 
  

Last night the US Supreme Court halted a 
drastic Voter ID law in Wisconsin and a federal 
judge in Texas called the state's new Voter ID 
law a "poll tax" and ruled there had been 
motivated by a racist attempt to keep black and 
Latino voters away from the polls. 
  
Republicans claimed these new laws would stop 
voter fraud – but the courts know better. 
  
But some people just won’t give up, including 
our own Secretary of State, Dianna Duran. 
  
Yesterday, the Santa Fe Reporter reported that 
notorious Republican lawyer Pat Rogers is 
hosting a fundraiser for Duran.  Two peas in the 
“voter fraud” pod. 
  
In 2008, Rodgers accused 28 voters – mostly 
Hispanic – of voter fraud and held a big press 
conference to prove it.  He was wrong.  They 
sued him and a judge threw it out because each 
was a legally registered voter. 
  
Not to be outdone, Dianna Duran announced in 
2011 she found evidence of voter fraud by 
64,000 registered voters and sent their names 
to the state police for investigation. The state 
police said there was no evidence and Duran 
shrunk away from her claims. 
  
But there is evidence of election fraud in New 
Mexico and Duran knew it - she just said she 
didn't care: 
 • [2012] Susana Martinez commited          

ballot fraud by forging another 
person's name on an absentee 
ballot; AG & SOS asked to 
investigate - Read the report and see 
the docs 

!  
And there is more evidence of election fraud in 
New Mexico and we’ve documented it time and 
time again. Here's a quick list: 
Here’s a quick list: 
 • [2012] ProgressNowNM outs man          

who registered his dog to vote as 
husband of Heather Wilson GOP 
campaign staffer 

 • [2012] ProgressNowNM challenges      
GOP House candidate registered to 
vote from vacant lot 

 • [2014] ProgressNowNM goes          
undercover and catches pro-
Martinez group giving wrong 
information to voters, trying to 
register foreign national to vote 

 • [2014] ProgressNowNM: Republican          
Party under investigation for voter 
registration fraud in Dona Ana 
County gets heads up from Susana 
Martinez’s DA office  

  
If Pat Rogers and Dianna Duran want to 
investigate some election fraud, maybe they can 
start by looking in their own back yard. 
Share today's story.  Visit us on Facebook now. 
!  "
!  "
  

ProgressNowNM.org 
  ""
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REASON #2,000 TO ELECT MAGGIE TOULOUSE OLIVER AS SECRETARY OF STATE

http://act.progressnownm.org/go/512?t=1&akid=601.7034.uJxnre
http://act.progressnownm.org/go/513?t=2&akid=601.7034.uJxnre
http://act.progressnownm.org/go/514?t=3&akid=601.7034.uJxnre
http://act.progressnownm.org/go/402?t=5&akid=601.7034.uJxnre
http://act.progressnownm.org/go/401?t=6&akid=601.7034.uJxnre
http://act.progressnownm.org/go/400?t=7&akid=601.7034.uJxnre
http://act.progressnownm.org/go/400?t=8&akid=601.7034.uJxnre
http://act.progressnownm.org/go/508?t=9&akid=601.7034.uJxnre
http://progressnownm.org/?akid=601.7034.uJxnre
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Suggested  Donation
$10

No  one  will  be  turned  away

For  more  info.  contact:
lhrudolph@gmail.com

Sponsors:  Albuquerque  Center  for  Peace  &  Justice,  Coalition  to  Stop  $30  Billion  to  Israel,  Code  Pink,  
Jewish  Voice  for  Peace-Abq,  Friends  of  Sabeel-Abq,  Stop  the  War  Machine,  Cultural  Energy-Taos,  
Students  for  Justice  in  Palestine,    Project    PeacePal,  Veterans  for  Peace,  Abq.  Chapter  of  the  U.N.  Assoc.

The  Destruction  of  Gaza  and  the  Challenges  of  
Palestinian    C  ommunities  in  Jerusalem

Congregation  Nahalat  Shalom
                                        October  22                                    7:00  PM                        

3603  Rio  Grande  Blvd  NW,    Albuquerque  

Albuquerque  Peace  and  Justice  Center          
October    23                                    7:00  PM  

202  Harvard  Dr.  SE,    Albuquerque

Taos  Library  Meeting  RoomTaos  Library  Meeting  Room
October  24                                  4:00  PM
402  Camina  de  la  Placita,  Taos

http://grassrootsalquds.net/

WITH AUTHOR
MAX BLUMENTHAL

Tues. Oct. 14, 2014
Santa Feans Against Gaza Invasion,  
and Another Jewish Voice of Santa Fe  
invite you to meet  author  
MAX BLUMENTHAL and to 
contribute  to the Middle East 
Children’s Alliance (MECA).

In 2012, after Israel bombed Gaza’s  
water system, Santa Feans through MECA 
helped thousands of school children, their 
teachers and families by supplying water 
filtration units to three Gaza schools. Israel recently bombed these schools and our units need to be 
rebuilt or repaired. Survival is resistance in Gaza. Will you help surviving Gazans get clean water?  

Special guest is Max Blumenthal, author of Goliath: Life and Loathing in Greater Israel. Glenn Greenwald: 
“The only worthwhile honest discussion of Israel can come from someone who possesses two attri-
butes: fearlessness and expertise. Max Blumenthal wields both.” “It is about time someone wrote this 
book. Anyone who thinks he knows what is happening in Israel and its occupied territories will think 
again after reading this great work.” Charles Glass

Max will be the Lannan Series speaker at the Lensic on Friday Oct.10th, interviewed by Amy Goodman. 
He has agreed to discuss his book, the current situation in Gaza/West Bank and Palestine at the fund-
raiser as well as answer questions.

Please join us for a discussion with this brilliant elucidator of life in Israel/Palestine.

Lite supper and drinks: 5:30-7:30pm Tuesday October 14th at the home of Jeffrey Haas.  
Minimum Donations $50. Donations of  $100 or more will be matched up to $5,000.

RSVP Required: Jeffhhaas@aol.com or 505-469-0714
Address given upon RSVP

If you cannot make it send us your tax deductible check made out to MECA 
and it will be matched and forwarded to MECA.

l

GAZA FUNDRAISER 
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