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1]  Attendance was boosted by nine new people, some coming from the announcement 
of the meeting sent out by Democratic Women of Sandoval County.  Two of the new 
people indicated that they had been looking for the local PDA chapter for awhile. 
 
2]  Bill Kass gave a summary of issues regarding Police Brutality, as a possible issue that 
our PDA chapter might consider acting on.  Bill had spoken with Peter Simonson, Exec. 
Director of ACLU.  ACLU is looking into this matter for Bernalillo County, and will ask 
us for help in securing signatures to request a Grand Jury investigation.  It was agreed 
that we should consider this action item after the election is over. 
 
3]  The Strategic Plan, previously submitted by Phil Eaton, was reviewed in detail.  
However, most of those present had no previous exposure to the plan.  In general, there 
was approval of the plan.  There needs to be further discussion of the plan, and 
agreement on what actions should flow from the plan.  Many suggestions were offered 
by all, especially new attendees, including having a meeting with the Governor, 
supporting the Robin Hood tax, making use of bumper stickers more available, 
developing yard signs for publicity, having booths with PDA at growers’ markets, 
Harvest Festival, Rio Rancho gatherings.   
 
There was considerable discussion about the concern, expressed by several people, that 
our group was attempting to deal with too many issues.  It was urged that we decide on 
just several issues to focus on at any given time.  This represents an important 
discussion, which should be initiated at the next meeting of the Planning Group, and 
then brought to the General Meeting for further discussion. 
 
4]  Public Education:  Using the Health Care Forum as one model, most people felt that 
we needed to continue to develop and implement public education programs/efforts.  
However, we should postpone attempts to develop specific proposals until after the 
elections. 
 
5]  Reviving Democracy Conference was reviewed by Lisa, who did a great job in 
presenting the issues discussed at the conference.  Over 150 people attended the 
conference, held in Santa Fe.  The main takeaway messages were that education (with a 
bimonthly newsletter) and action were very important and necessary, that 
organizations should help each other and focus on the same issues to form a grand 
alliance for more power and recognition.  The We Are People Here group plans to focus 



on foreclosures in their area.  The primary organizer is Craig Barnes, who has made a 
video (a copy of which we have, available to all). 
 
6]  Effectiveness of IOTs:  While we are having difficulty making all of the IOTs 
functional, Bill Kass encouraged us all to volunteer and work with a group of 
individual interest.  How to do this represents a continuing concern, and will be further 
discussed in relation to the proposed focus on just several issues at any given time. 
 
7]  Yard Sale:  Scott Lake and Lisa Franzen have volunteered to be in charge of this 
event.  Melanie Scholer checked with the Village and found that we do not need a 
permit if it is a single family sale, so we will not prepare signs indicating “multi-family 
sale”.  The Yard Sale will be in the yard of the Greenbergs, 745 W. Meadowlark Lane, on 
September 29, 8 AM to 4 PM.  Volunteers will be needed for that day.  PLEASE begin 
thinking about what to donate.  Further information will come from Scott and Lisa (and 
we all thank them).  The purpose of this event is to raise some funds that enable us to 
take actions more easily and efficiently. 
 
8]  Eileen Moreno Garbagni, a candidate for Sandoval County Clerk, introduced herself  
and briefly spoke. 
 
9]  Confirmed for September meeting:  Marci Blaze.  Others suggested:  Lemuel 
Martinez, DA; Dan Glass, Plumbers Union, who wants to talk about how to change the 
Sandoval County Democratic Party; Eloise Gift, candidate for House district 68.  The 
Greenbergs have a video, entitled Healthcare Not Warfare, obtained from PDA 
National, that is available to anyone who wishes to view it. 
 
10]  Organizing for America:  The Rio Rancho offices needs help!!!!  Please call Sebastian 
Silva to volunteer:  Office: 990-1678, Cell: 358-0306.   
 
11]  Refreshments:  Food was provided by Bill Kass and Robb Chavez.  We need 
volunteers for food for the September 19 meeting at Paul and Laura’s home. 
 
     Submitted by:  Maggie Greenberg    


